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Text 
In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already 

appeared to me. 
2 
In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision I 

was beside the Ulai Canal. 
3 
I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside 

the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 
4 
I 

watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against 

him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great. 
5 
As I was thinking 

about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole 

earth without touching the ground. 
6 
He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the 

canal and charged at him in great rage. 
7 
I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and 

shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the ground 

and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power. 
8 
The goat became very great, but at 

the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up 

toward the four winds of heaven. 
9 
Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in 

power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 
10 

It grew until it reached the host of the 

heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 
11 

It set itself up to be 

as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary 

was brought low. 
12 

Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. 

It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 
13 

Then I heard a holy one speaking, 

and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-- the vision concerning 

the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host 

that will be trampled underfoot?" 
14 

He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the 

sanctuary will be reconsecrated." 
15 

While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, 

there before me stood one who looked like a man. 
16 

And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, 

"Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision." 
17 

As he came near the place where I was standing, I was 

terrified and fell prostrate. "Son of man," he said to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of 

the end." 
18 

While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he 

touched me and raised me to my feet. 
19 

He said: "I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time 

of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 
20 

The two-horned ram that you saw 

represents the kings of Media and Persia. 
21 

The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn 

between his eyes is the first king. 
22 

The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four 

kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power. 
23 

"In the latter part of their 

reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 
24 

He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will 

succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. 
25 

He will cause deceit to 

prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his 

stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. 
26 

"The vision of the 

evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant 
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future." 
27 

I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and went about the king's 

business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 

 

Introduction 
 Last week we began the wacked out portion of the book of Daniel.  Daniel had a 

weird dream.  Today, he has a weird vision.  What’s the difference?  One happens while 

you’re asleep.  The other happens while you’re awake.  Both are equally weird.  And 

both times God was revealing something to Daniel.  It’s futuristic; it’s big picture kind of 

stuff.  It’s there to give us goose bumps at the horror of evil, the beauty of God, and the 

sure victory of Christ. 

 Last week we saw four, hideous, grotesque beasts coming up out of the sea, which 

represents chaos and evil.  They represented four kingdoms through which evil held sway 

in the world.  We saw God depicted as the Ancient of Days poised upon his fiery throne 

and we saw one like a son of man coming to him on clouds and receiving an everlasting 

kingdom.  Interesting thing: when Jesus came, he referred to himself as “the Son of Man” 

(81x) and he announced that with him the kingdom of God had arrived (i.e. Mt. 12:28).  

Jesus is that Danielic Son of Man who defeated evil on the cross and rose victoriously 

from the grave and ascended to heaven on a cloud where he sits right now at the right 

hand of the Ancient of Days, reigning.  And one day this physical realm will be ripped 

back to reveal that reality to all. 

 We also saw something astounding.  The kingdom was said to be given to the Son 

of Man, but then later on a couple times it said that the saints of the Most High received 

the kingdom.  And there we saw one of the richest truths of the Bible – that those who put 

their trust in Jesus as their Lord and Savior are represented by him, they are joined to 

him, fused with him, grafted into him, made to be a part of him.  So what goes for him, 

goes for them.  We who have put our faith in Jesus are “in Christ.”  Therefore, when he 

reigns over the whole world, we will be there reigning too, because we are part of him. 

 There was something else, too.  In Daniel’s dream there was a horn that came 

after the fourth and final beast which had ten horns.  This little horn blasphemed God and 

attacked his people.  In fact, he was mauling them and goring them, that is until the 

Ancient of Days stepped in and put an end to it once and for all.  And we said that this 

represents what the NT calls the Antichrist.  There will be one final burst of evil just 

before the end – one really, really bad guy.  The NT also calls this figure the “Man of 

Lawlessness” who will be revealed just before the very end and “whom the Lord Jesus 

will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming” 

(2Thess. 2:8). 

 Now, what we see in today’s text is that just as Christ stands in the middle of time 

and reaches backwards and forwards so that the faithful Jews living in exile in the 6
th

 

century B.C. and this church here today in the 21
st
 century A.D. are part of him, are his 

people; so too the grand and final Antichrist stands at the end of time, just before the 

return of Christ, and reaches back into history.  And so the Apostle John wrote to a 1
st
 

century church, “Dear children… as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even 

now many antichrists have come” (1Jn. 2:18).  History is strewn with antichrists, 

prefiguring and representing the ultimate Antichrist that will be revealed at the very end. 

 Today’s vision in Daniel speaks of one such antichrist who appeared in the 2
nd

 

century B.C.  And as we look at how he is described we can see how to better recognize 

the antichrists of our day and be prepared to stand against them.  In another letter the 
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Apostle John stated, “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that 

does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 

you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world” (1Jn. 4:2-3). 

 Brothers and sisters: while Satan’s doom is sure and Jesus’ victory is secured, evil 

is still wreaking havoc in the world today and it will still have one last hoorah before it’s 

utterly eradicated.  And we can be certain that the spirit of the Antichrist is at work in our 

world even as we speak.  Daniel 8, as we’re going to see, spoke a highly practical word to 

the saints of the Most High in the 2
nd

 century B.C., but it also speaks an extremely 

practical word to the church in the 21
st
 century A.D. and it’s just this: we must guard 

against the spirit of the Antichrist by clinging to truth. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Daniel’s Vision and Its Interpretation 
 Daniel starts off relating his vision with another historical marker – “In the third 

year of King Belshazzar…”  So this has been two years since the dream of ch. 7 took 

place.  Think about that.  It had been two years since Daniel heard God speak to him in a 

powerful way.  I took sweet encouragement from this the past week.  Have you ever felt 

like you’re in a dry spell?  It’s been awhile since the last time you really felt the weight of 

God’s reality, since you really heard him speak to you.  I don’t think Daniel had these 

experiences every day.  And keep in mind that when he had them they weren’t quite 

mountain-top highs all the time.  Here we read that this vision made him “exhausted and 

lay ill for several days” (v. 27).  Hearing directly from the Almighty God is not always a 

giddy experience.  Giddy or sobering, profound encounters with God don’t happen every 

day.  Yet, as we found out in ch. 6 with the story of Daniel and the lions’ den, Daniel, 

even into his old age, would kneel down and pray three times a day.  That’s the Christian 

life – the rhythms of walking with God day in and day out, the sweet disciplines of prayer 

and study and service that anchor the soul.  And just as Daniel “got up and went about the 

king’s business” (v. 27) afterward, so we get up every morning and serve our Lord by the 

monotony of going to work and doing our job.  That’s life.  But as with persist in the 

daily, weekly, yearly disciplines of walking with God, from time to time, almost out of 

nowhere, God will come and knock our socks off.  Amen? 

 Well, who knows what Daniel was doing, perhaps he was in his upper room on 

his knees praying, but all of a sudden he felt himself swept up and taken east, out of 

Babylon.  It was one of those types of visions where he could see himself.  And he was in 

the citadel of Susa, beside a man-made canal called the Ulai Canal.  Susa wasn’t anything 

important at the time, perhaps the site of one of Daniel’s past trips on the king’s business, 

but this place would be near the center of Persian power in the future, the winter 

residence of the Persian rulers. 

 And what Daniel saw there was “a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal” 

(v. 3).  Now let me stop briefly and say that the interpretation of ch. 8 is relatively easy.  

There is wide scholarly agreement as to what the symbols are referring to.  In fact, 

starting in v. 15 the angel Gabriel interprets the vision for Daniel with great clarity.  As I 

go through the vision, I’m going to relate what Gabriel said each thing meant and tell 

how it was fulfilled in history.  So first of all, this ram with two horns had one horn 
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longer than the other.  It represents the Persian empire.  Now, the Persian empire was 

actually an alliance between the Medes and the Persians, but the Persians were definitely 

the stronger of the two and eclipsed the Medes in power and importance.  Thus the two 

horns, and one longer than the other.  The Medes and the Persians succeeded the 

Babylonians, charging from the east and expanding westward, northward, and southward.  

It was a great and mighty empire. 

 But, “as [Daniel] was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prolonged horn 

between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 

ground” (v. 5).  This, Gabriel says, is Greece “and the large horn between his eyes is the 

first king” (v. 21), which we know now was Alexander the Great.  Alexander the Great, 

wasn’t called great for nothing.  He swiftly defeated everyone that stood in his way and 

conquered more of the world than anyone ever before.  The impact of his conquests are 

still felt today – Corinthian columns encase Chicago’s City Hall, the seal of Northwestern 

University is written in Greek, and the Museum of Science and Industry is adorned with 

statues of Greek gods.  And Alexander’s rise to power was meteoric, but his end was 

abrupt.  Alexander the Great died suddenly in 323 B.C., being only 33 years old. 

 “The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was 

broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of 

heaven” (v. 8).  After Alexander’s early death his two young sons were murdered and his 

mighty empire was divided up between his four generals – Ptolemy, Seleucus, Cassander, 

Lysimachus.  And that’s how the Greek empire was ruled for many years – the Ptolemies 

and the Seleucids being the most prominent. 

 “Out of one of [the four horns] came another horn” (v. 9).  This horn grew 

powerful and expanded its control all the way to the “Beautiful Land,” that is Israel – the 

“land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:8).  Some 150 years after Alexander the Great 

died a man rose to power within the Seleucid quadrant of the Greek empire.  He was not 

the rightful successor to the throne.  He was a sly, “a master of intrigue” (v. 23), who 

weaseled his way into power.  His name was Antiochus IV.  He ruled from 175-164 B.C.  

You may have heard him referred to as Antiochus Epiphanes.  Epiphanes means, “the 

manifest god.”  He set himself up to be worshipped.  He was an anti-christ. 

 Let’s look at how this horn is described in Daniel 8: 

 

• it trampled on some of the starry host (v. 10) 

• it set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host (v. 11) 

• it took away the daily sacrifice and the place of God’s sanctuary was brought 

low (v. 11) 

• the saints and the daily sacrifice were handed over to it (v. 12) 

• stern-faced, a master of intrigue (v. 23) 

• enlivened by an evil power (v. 24) 

• successful in whatever he does (v. 24) 

• he will destroy the saints (v. 24) 

• he will cause deceit to prosper (v. 25) 

• he will consider himself superior (v. 25) 

 

It sounds an awful lot like the little horn of ch. 7 – speaking boastfully (7:8, 11, 

20), waging war against the saints (7:21), speaking against the Most High (7:25), trying 
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to change the set times and the laws (7:25) – and also a lot like the “Man of Lawlessness” 

of 2 Thessalonians 2 – “He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is 

called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 

himself to be God” (2:4); “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the 

work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in 

every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing” (2:9-10). 

Antiochus IV claimed to be “the manifest god.”  He embarked on an intense 

campaign of Hellenization on the Jewish people, forcing them to give up their customs, 

such as circumcision and Sabbath keeping, and to adopt Greek culture, for example 

building a gymnasium in Jerusalem.  But as he lulled the Jews away from their God and 

made them “feel secure” (v. 25), he ramped up his attacks, scalping, cutting out tongues, 

cutting off appendages, and burning alive those who remained faithful to the Hebrew 

God.  Eventually he stopped all the sacrifices at the temple in Jerusalem that were 

prescribed by the Law for morning and evening, and to top it all off, he set up a statue of 

Jupiter in front of the altar at the temple in Jerusalem and he offered sacrifices of swine 

on the altar.  Pigs, you’ll remember, were an unclean animal according to Jewish Law.  

This was an abomination.  Antiochus Epiphanes twisted and distorted and perverted 

Israel’s worship.  He deceived.  He destroyed God’s people.  Antiochus IV is a perfect 

example of an antichrist in the 2
nd

 century B.C. 

 

The Spirit of the Antichrist 
 From the 1

st
 century A.D. we read Paul saying in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 that “the 

secret power of lawlessness is already at work.”  The spirit of the Antichrist was present 

in the 2
nd

 century B.C. and in the 1
st
 century A.D. and it is still present today as we 

approach its ultimate manifestation.  Now there’s one description of Antiochus IV in 

Daniel 8 that I skipped over, but it’s what I really want us to focus on.  Look at v. 12 – “It 

prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.”  This was fulfilled 

literally, as you can read in 1 Maccabees 1:56, when “the books of the law… [were torn] 

to pieces and burned with fire” by Antiochus and his men.  But it was also fulfilled 

metaphorically as he tried to seduce God’s people away from God’s law. 

 This is what the spirit of the Antichrist tries to do.  It twists the truth.  It 

propagates false teachings.  It deceives people into abandoning what is right.  Truth is 

thrown to the ground.  Greg Beale, my advisor in graduate school, is the one who pulled 

all this together for me.
1
  He pointed out that at the end when the Antichrist sets himself 

up in the temple of God, that is not referring to a literal, physical temple in Jerusalem 

complete with animal sacrifices that will be re-instituted in the last days.  There is no 

need for a temple like that any more.  Jesus is the once for all sacrifice.  When the NT 

uses the phrase “temple of God,” it almost always is referring to Jesus or the church 

(especially in Paul), which makes sense because the church is part of Jesus, his body.  So 

that means that the final apostasy led by the man of law-less-ness, will take the form of 

widespread, destructive false teaching in the church.  Many will be deceived within the 

church and God’s truth will be thrown to the ground.  Those who stand up for orthodoxy 

will be severely persecuted.  The temple – the church – will be desecrated by false 

teaching.  Are you following me? 

 And as Beale says, “[We] must not think that the antichrist’s deception will come 

only when he appears in final fleshly form, but we must be on our guard now in order not 
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to be deceived by his unusual invisible coming through his corporate deceptive 

emissaries, the false teachers.”
2
  The spirit of the Antichrist is active now whenever truth 

is denied, dismissed, or downplayed in churches. 

A quick glance of church history will show that the spirit of the Antichrist has 

been hard at work infiltrating the church of Christ through false teaching every since the 

beginning.  Paul warned the church in Ephesus in Acts 20:29-31 by saying this: “I know 

that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  

Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them.  So be on your guard!” 

 In fact, most of the NT letters were written to refute false ideas that were floating 

around.  If you read John’s letters, he is warning against the spirit of the Antichrist by 

warning them against false teachers.  1 John 2:21-26: 

 

I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you 

do know it and because no lie comes from the truth.  Who is the liar?  It is 

the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  Such a man is the antichrist – 

he denies the Father and the Son.  No one who denies the Son has the 

Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  See that what 

you have heard from the beginning remains in you.  If it does, you also 

will remain in the Son and in the Father.  And this is what he promised us 

– even eternal life.  I am writing these things to you about those who are 

trying to lead you astray. 

 

Who’s an antichrist?  A false teacher.  And the false teaching here was that you can get to 

God without going through Jesus.  Sound familiar?  It’s simply not true.  That comes 

from the Antichrist.  And John is warning the church about such teachings why?  Because 

their eternal life is at stake!  Later in this letter he refutes those who denied that Jesus was 

fully human.  Such a teaching comes from the Antichrist.  To be led astray by such false 

doctrines is deadly serious business. 

 The early councils and creeds of the church were the result of heretics in the 

church that were teaching wrong things about God.  And so the church had to come 

together and affirm the doctrine of the Trinity, the full deity AND humanity of Jesus, 

among other things. 

The spirit of the Antichrist permeated the church during the Middle Ages and 

perverted the truth of the gospel – that we are justified by grace alone on the basis of faith 

alone on account of Christ alone.  In the Reformation those biblical truths were recovered 

and preserved. 

In the 19
th

 century, liberalism (or what’s sometimes called modernism) began to 

plague the church, denying the supernatural, reducing Jesus to merely a godly man that 

we are to imitate, not the God-man whose death alone could propitiate God’s righteous 

wrath toward sin.  And so there had to arise a movement that upheld the fundamentals of 

the faith, things like: the inerrancy of Scripture, the deity of Christ, the substitutionary 

atonement of Christ, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the second coming of Christ. 

 The spirit of the Antichrist has been busy.  These are just some of the historical 

highlights of his work to destroy the faith of God’s people and contaminate his temple – 
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the church – by teaching falsehoods.  That same spirit is alive and well today and so more 

than ever we must guard against the spirit of the Antichrist by clinging to truth. 

Throwing truth to the ground is the very definition of the postmodern Zeitgeist.  

We live in an era when the very concept of truth is brought into question.  Truth is 

relative, something that’s merely created by a community.  And when one community 

claims to have absolute truth they inevitably use that as an excuse to oppress and exploit 

another community, so the thinking goes.  Totalizing truth is always totalitarian.  It is, as 

postmodern philosopher Michel Foucault calls it, a “regime of truth.”
3
  In other words, 

truth will hurt and control people.  No one has a right to affirm that their truth is true for 

someone else.  Therefore, truth itself is thrown to the ground. 

 And I’m afraid this thinking has crept into the church.  A growing number find 

sermons to be passé and modernistic; offensive even.  Theology, they claim, is entirely an 

art and not a science.  Many buy into this notion that doctrine is dangerous; that any 

dogmatic assertions about God, Man, Sin, Christ, Salvation, etc… are arrogant and 

inhibiting.  “We have our communally constructed truths, but they’re fluid and adaptable 

and we would never try to impose them on someone else.”  It’s true – truth has been used 

to beat people over the head and to make one feel self-righteous.  It’s true – many have 

been overly ambitious in their claims to exhaust the depths of God and to put him into 

nice, neat little categories of thought.  But those truths do not negate the existence of 

truth.  God is big, ineffable, infinite, incomprehensible, independent, non-contingent, 

timeless, possessing aseity… a being sui generis.  These are all systematic theology terms 

that say that God cannot be contained in systematic theology textbooks.  There is 

mystery.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong 

to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of [his] law” (Dt. 

29:29).  There is much we don’t know/can’t know, but God has revealed certain things to 

us that correspond to reality as it is in him.  They are true and they can and must be put 

into propositional statements that guide and control our thinking about God and his 

world.  We’ve got to beware of extreme forms of postmodernism that can seep into the 

church and turn our faith to mush. 

 And yet I think the biggest danger is not necessarily found in Roman Catholic 

churches that teach that salvation is at least in part a work that we do on our own or in 

liberal, mainline Protestant churches that view the Bible as a nice collection of different 

people’s spiritual experiences or in Emergent churches that get together and light candles 

and walk around labrynths while reading from the Bible and the Bhavagad Gita at the 

same time; I think the greatest danger is found in ‘evangelical’ churches that on paper 

have a theologically correct Statement of Faith, but in practice throw truth to the ground 

and elevate experience and felt needs.  “Yeah, yeah, we believe Jesus was God and that 

he died on the cross to pay for our sins and all that (just look at our website), but that’s 

not what people really need or want to hear week in and week out.  They need help 

raising their kids, techniques for communicating in marriage, tips for managing their 

money, methods for coping with their deep childhood wounds.  They want heart-warming 

stories and entertaining multi-media presentations.”  And so robust expositions of the 

great truths of Scripture that ultimately address our greatest needs are few and far 

between in evangelical churches today.  Truth may be assented to, but it is not cherished.  

It’s not central.  Therefore, is it any wonder that over time those who get a steady diet of 

this stuff would grow spiritually anemic and susceptible to all kinds of twisted notions, 
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like that the new self-help book The Secret is the greatest thing since the Bible, or that 

God doesn’t know the future, or that he wants me to have wealth, health, and high self-

esteem, or something seemingly innocuous but straight from the pit of hell – that 

Christianity is simply about being a good person. 

 There’s a guy named David Wells who wrote a book in the 1990s that rocked my 

world.  It was an expose on the theological shallowness of most evangelical churches and 

it was titled, No Place for Truth or Whatever Happened to Evangelical Theology?  He 

chronicles the distaste that most evangelicals have for truth and theology and doctrine 

and teaching.  There is a dearth of biblically informed, theologically minded Christians 

firmly rooted in the truth.  And the onus, he points out, falls heavily on pastors.  They 

have ceased to be what Wells calls “truth-brokers” and have become therapists and CEOs 

instead.  Wells looked through every issue of Leadership published over an 8 year period 

(Leadership is an evangelical journal designed specifically for pastors).  What did he 

find?  He found that “80 percent of the journal’s material was devoted to the personal 

crises, perplexities, and challenges encountered by the clergy, and 13 percent of the 

material was concerned with techniques for managing the church…  Less than 1 percent 

of the material made any clear reference to Scripture, still less to any idea that is 

theological.”
4
  He doesn’t say this explicitly, but guys: this is the spirit of the Antichrist!  

Truth is being thrown to the ground in favor of marketing strategies, psychological 

theories, and corporate leadership principles. 

 Titus 1:9 makes clear that a pastor “must hold firmly to the trustworthy message 

as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those 

who oppose it.”  And Paul commands Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2-4 – “Preach the Word; 

be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great 

patience and careful instruction.  For the time will come when men will not put up with 

sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 

number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears 

away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 

Teaching the Bible is SO crucial.  It is said that the Secret Service is trained on 

how to detect counterfeit money by a rigorous and repeated study of the real thing.  They 

know what the true money is so well, that they can easily spot a fake.  Brothers and 

sisters: teaching truth, studying truth, is absolutely necessary.  A church that downplays 

truth, that abandons expository preaching, that emphasizes fellowship over teaching, is in 

a dangerous place. 

 

Truth Will Prevail 

Of course, this vision of what Antiochus IV would do to the people of God was 

disturbing to Daniel, but there was hope latent in it.  The very fact that a future temple 

would be desecrated shows that the temple destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the 

Babylonians in 586 B.C. would be rebuilt!  As we know from elsewhere in the OT, Cyrus 

the Persian king allowed for many Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple, 

which they did in 516 B.C under Zerrubbabel.  It was that temple that Antiochus 

Epiphanes profaned, but the angel Gabriel told Daniel that the days of the desecration 

were numbered and that Antiochus himself “would be destroyed, but not by human 

power” (v. 25).  And we know from the Apocrypha that God miraculously delivered the 

Jews through the Maccabean Revolt in 165 B.C. and the temple was purified and 
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rededicated.  This is where the oil for the lamps lasted 8 days, when there was only 

enough for 1 day; it’s what Jesus and Jews today celebrate at the Festival of Lights or 

Hanukkah. 

 The Antichrist’s power is currently held back by God (2Thess. 2:6-7; Rev. 20:1-3) 

and his ultimate destruction is guaranteed (2Thess. 2:8).  Nevertheless, we must be on our 

guard against his last ditch attempts to lead us astray by throwing truth to the ground.  

We must guard against the spirit of the Antichrist by clinging to truth.  Do you love 

truth?  Do you cling to it?  Do you study it?  Do you meditate on it?  Do you love to hear 

it preached?  Do you talk about it, discuss it, defend it, articulate it?  I pray so. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you love the truth and so be saved. – 2 Thessalonians 2:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 24, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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