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Text 
It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 

2 
with three administrators over them, 

one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 
3 

Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that 

the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
4 
At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find 

grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They 

could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
5 
Finally these 

men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with 

the law of his God." 
6 
So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King 

Darius, live forever! 
7 
The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that 

the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next 

thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. 
8 
Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in 

writing so that it cannot be altered-- in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 

repealed." 
9 
So King Darius put the decree in writing. 

10 
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been 

published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day 

he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
11 

Then these men 

went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 
12 

So they went to the king and spoke to him 

about his royal decree: "Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any 

god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions' den?" The king answered, "The decree stands-

- in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 
13 

Then they said to the 

king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in 

writing. He still prays three times a day." 
14 

When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was 

determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 
15 

Then the men went as a group 

to the king and said to him, "Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree 

or edict that the king issues can be changed." 
16 

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw 

him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 
17 

A 

stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with 

the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. 
18 

Then the king returned to his palace 

and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 
19 

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 
20 

When he came near the den, he called 

to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 

been able to rescue you from the lions?" 
21 

Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! 
22 

My God sent his angel, and 

he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever 

done any wrong before you, O king." 
23 

The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And 

when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
24 

At the 

king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den, along 

with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and 

crushed all their bones. 
25 

Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
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throughout the land: "May you prosper greatly! 
26 

"I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must 

fear and reverence the God of Daniel. "For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be 

destroyed, his dominion will never end. 
27 

He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the 

heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions." 
28 

So Daniel prospered during the 

reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 
Introduction 

I have a pop quiz for those who have been with us for the last few months.  I have two 
questions. 

Question Number One:  What book of the Bible have we been going through for the 
last few months?  Answer: Daniel 

Here’s Question Number Two: What two words describe the over-arching themes of 
the Book of Daniel?  Hint: both words begin with the letter E.  Answer: The two words or the 
two themes that run throughout the book of Daniel are Empires and Exile. 

I don’t mean to trivialize it by oversimplifying; but the book of Daniel is about the 
God of Daniel whose kingdom is far superior to the kingdoms Daniel saw come and go; 
whose kingdom’s reign will never end.  And secondly, it is about Daniel (and his three 
friends) who learned to live in the land of foreign gods with integrity and excellence, and yet 
stuck out like a sore thumb when it came to their unyielding devotion to their God.  Today’s 
story, Daniel in the lions’ den, is another example that showcases Daniel’s God whose 
kingdom and dominion never ends.  And at the same time, this showcasing of God’s 
supremacy was played out through Daniel’s resolve to “fit in but not blend in.”  In other 
words, Daniel, while being the good citizen and the hardworking official of the Persian 
Empire, resolved to cling to his God in the hope of showcasing his God’s worthiness. 
 I know some of you may be thinking, “What’s all this talk about God’s supremacy, 
God’s dominion, God’s worthiness, and unyielding devotion?”  I apologize for such jargon, 
but jargon has become jargon because it is efficient in communicating ideas.  What I mean is 
this: there is a God in heaven who is exceedingly good and awesome.  This God is the author 
of all histories and the maker and the owner of all creation.  It’s a terrible shame not to know 
him.  But, if you do know him; you would want to showcase him because there’s no one else 
like him.  That’s what Daniel did.  He worked hard as a government official with integrity 
because he wanted to showcase that his God is a God who loves integrity and honesty.  And 
when his belief in his God was challenged with the threat of torture and death, he chose the 
path of torture and death in order to showcase that his God is bigger than torture and death. 

So, here’s what I pray that God will exhort us through today’s message: Daily pursue 
excellence and integrity at your post; daily walk with your God, and when the storm rolls in 

cling on to your God for it is your time to showcase him. 
 
Let’s pray… 

 
Identity of Darius 

We saw last Sunday that the Babylonian dynasty abruptly came to an end as the new 
superpower, the Medes and Persian Empire, rolled in to the scene.  The last chapter ends with 
the verse, “That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the 
Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.”  And today’s chapter begins with King 
Darius kicking off a new governing system that employs 120 satraps or governors to rule over 
the kingdom; and three administrators who oversee the 120 governors.  I don’t want to take 
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too much time on this, but there’s a little problem in that there is no extra-biblical evidence of 
such a king named Darius for this time period.  In fact, there is a king named Darius I, but he 
does not enter the scene until long after the death of Cyrus.  Some people think this is a 
mistake by the person who wrote the book of Daniel.  In my opinion, there are really two 
most likely possibilities.  The first possibility is that Darius was simply another name for 
Cyrus; and the last verse of the chapter can be translated to mean: “So Daniel prospered 
during the reign of Darius, that is the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”  The second possibility is 
that Darius was the general named Gu/Ugbaru who actually conquered Babylon; and ruled 
over the region where Daniel was as a sub-king to Cyrus. 

Whether Darius was another name for Cyrus or the general named Gu/Ugbaru who 
ruled over the region, it really does not affect our interpretation of the text.  So we will just 
leave it at that and give the writer the benefit of the doubt that he knew exactly what he was 
writing; and we who live 2500 years after the event just don’t have enough evidence to draw a 
definite conclusion.  So we read on. 
 

Daniel’s Exceptional Work Ethic/Quality 

We see that Daniel excelled in his responsibility as one of the three administrators 
who were in charge of the 120 satraps.  I am sure he was working hard; he was not taking two 
hour lunch breaks.  He was getting things done and did his work well.  And he did it with 
integrity and honesty.  We see that in verse 4b: “They could find no corruption in him, 
because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.”  Not only was Daniel 
productive and successful at his job, but he did his work honestly and with integrity. 

Let me stop here for a moment and exhort you, brothers and sisters.  Pursue excellence 

and integrity at your post.  Do your work well and do it with utmost integrity.  For some 
reason, among some Christian circles there’s a belief that if you have a secular job, you have 
an excuse to give it a half-hearted effort.  That’s not right!  When Jesus said in Matthew 5 that 
you should let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven, the good works is not just telling people about Christ, but also 
conducting yourself and doing your job well at your work place; in public, and at home.  We 
should do away with the false dichotomy between what is secular and what is sacred.  “In 
whatever you do, in word or in deed, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him” (Col 3:17).  And, “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31). 

 

• Did God put you as a TSA airport security agent?  Be the best security screener you 
can be!  Be the most thorough and yet the friendliest agent there is!  Put a smile on the 
travelers’ faces! 

• Did God post you as a public school teacher?  Love your students and give them your 
best.  Be the most fair, loving, and yet sometimes stern teacher who looks out for the 
students’ best interests. 

• Did God make you a program manager at your work?  Do what it takes to get your 
program running well; but with honesty, integrity, and with proper respect to the team 
members in your program.  Of course, you are bound to make some people mad, but 
do your best to love and respect your co-workers and if you have to clean up and do 
the dirty work once in a while, do them without complaining. 
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But, most importantly, do your work through prayer!  One of Daniel’s job descriptions 
was to interpret dreams; and he prayed that God would give him the interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s weird dreams. 

Pray at your work often.  Pray when you sit in front of your computer monitor.  Pray 
before your work; pray during your work; and thank God after your work.  Pray that God will 
give you the strength, wisdom, and integrity to do your work well!  Pursue excellence and 

integrity at your post.  Our God finds it pleasing; and you will showcase him through it! 
 
Persecution of Daniel 

Let’s go back to the story of Daniel.  Daniel so excelled at his work that King Darius 
wanted to put him in charge over his kingdom.  And his fellow workers did not like that.  
Daniel was excelling past them and getting the proper recognition from the king.  They did 
not like that and tried to find some dirt on Daniel so they could bring him down.  But, they 
could not find any on Daniel.  Daniel was found to be as honest and ethical in his public 
affairs as in his private affairs.  Ah!  But there was one thing.  Daniel was a man of deep 
devotion to his God, YAHWEH.  Now, these people must have known this fairly well.  They 
must have known that when it came to Daniel’s devotion to his God, there was a good chance 
that not even the threat of death would deter him from continuing his loyalty to his God.  So 
they speak in v. 5, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it 
has something to do with the law of his God.” 

So Daniel’s rivals go and come up with this plan.  The plan was to pass the law that 
basically says that anyone who prays to any god or person except to King Darius for the next 
thirty days would be thrown into the lions’ den, i.e., be tortured and killed.  If you ask me, 
that’s a ridiculous idea.  How do you possibly expect to pass such a law!  Well, they did 
succeed.  They must have spun this to King Darius such a way that it really worked up his 
ego.  I don’t know.  If I could fill in the blanks: “King Darius, you are the mighty king of the 
Empire of the Medes and Persians.  You have brought about splendor and majesty to this city 
by your great power.  Now, let everyone acknowledge you as the supreme king.  Do this not 
only because you are great; but that all people will fear you and submit to your throne.  This 
will also squelch any inclination for rebellion against you.”  Something like that, maybe?  So 
the king signs it and seals it.  The law is in effect.  Anyone who prays to any other god or 
person will be thrown into the den of lions. 

Daniel basically has the gun on his head with two options: Stop praying to God for 
thirty days and avoid any controversy and get the promotion promised to him; or keep praying 
to God as he always has been and face the lions. 

 
Daniel’s Unyielding Devotion to God 

We read that when Daniel hears about this brand new law just put into effect, he goes 
up to his usual prayer room, with the window open toward Jerusalem, and continues his daily 
routine of getting down on his knees and praying three times a day.  First, it is important to 
note that the text says that Daniel, after hearing about the law, went up to his room and prayed 
three times a day just as he had done before.  Daniel was not reacting to the law per se.  He 
was not putting on a strong front to show how he is not afraid to die.  The fact is that he had 
been getting down on his knees and praying three times everyday for a long time – perhaps he 
developed this habit when he was first carried off from Jerusalem as a teenager and was 
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enrolled into the Babylonian prep-school as we read in ch. 1.  But the important fact is that 
Daniel always prayed.  He daily walked with his God. 

The text does not give any indication of an inner struggle in Daniel’s mind whether to 
comply with the prayer-ban or not.  It might have at least crossed his mind, though.  After all, 
it was only for thirty days; and Daniel, by changing into his prayer routine to be more secret – 
like praying standing up and not kneeling down or praying with his eyes open – would not 
have to face the lion’s den. 
 I think it’s a legitimate question.  For example, there are underground churches all 
over China.  They are called underground because they do not openly advertise. Our own 
missionary **** in ***** sends us emails with cryptic words so the government won’t find 
out what she is really doing there and kick her out.  So there are times and places where you 
do need to exercise wisdom and discretion. 

But for Daniel in this situation, there was no hesitation – the text does not mention or 
give any hint that he hesitated.  In fact, it says that when he heard the law was passed, he went 
up to his prayer room to pray as usual.  So what sealed that decision for Daniel?  I think it’s a 
little deeper than, “I’m a believer of God; and a believer of God prays.  So by golly I’m going 
to pray even if I’m going to be tortured and die.”  I think we may gain a little more insight by 
asking, “What was Daniel praying for three times everyday?”  Where do we start?  Well, we 
can first pick up a hint from verse 10.  It says that Daniel’s prayer room had his windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. 

Daniel prayed with his head bowed to the direction of Jerusalem.  Why pray to the 
direction of Jerusalem?  Jerusalem was the city where Solomon built the great temple.  We 
read in 1 Kings 8 that after Solomon completed building the temple, he dedicates it by praying 
these prayers: 

 
“Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of 
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven and said: ‘O Lord, God of Israel, there is 
no God like you in heaven above or on earth below – you who keep your covenant of 
love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way.  You have kept 
your promise to your servant David my father; with your mouth you have promised 
and with your hand you have fulfilled it – as it is today.  Now Lord, God of Israel, 
keep for your servant David my father the promises you made to him when you said, 
“You shall never fail to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only 
your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me as you have done.”  And now, 
O God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my father come 
true.  But will God really dwell on earth?  The heavens, even the highest heaven, 
cannot contain you.  How much less this temple I have built!  Yet give attention to 
your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, O Lord my God.  Hear the cry and the 
prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day.  May your eyes be open 
toward this temple night and day, this place of which you said, “My Name shall be 
there,” so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place.  Hear the 
supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this 
place.  Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.’” (vv. 22-
30) 
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“When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned 
against you, and when they turn back to you and confess your name, praying and 
making supplication to you in this temple, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin 
of your people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their fathers.  When 
the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against 
you, and when they pray toward this place and confess your name and turn from their 
sin because you have afflicted them, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
your servants, your people Israel.  Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on 
the land you gave your people for an inheritance.” (vv. 33-36) 
 
“When they sin against you – for there is no one who does not sin – and you become 
angry with them and give them over to the enemy, who takes them captive to his own 
land, far away or near; and if they have a change of heart in the land where they are 
held captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their conquerors and say, 
‘We have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly’; and if they turn 
back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of their enemies who took them 
captive, and pray to you toward the land you gave their fathers, toward the city you 
have chosen and the temple I have built for your Name; then from heaven, your 
dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause.  And forgive 
your people, who have sinned against you; forgive all the offenses they have 
committed against you, and cause their conquerors to show them mercy; for they are 
your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out of Egypt, out of that iron-
smelting furnace.  May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of 
your people Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you.  For you 
singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as 
you declared through your servant Moses when you, O Sovereign Lord, brought our 
fathers out of Egypt.” (vv. 46-53) 
 
And God answers Solomon’s prayer, (1 Chron. 7:11-16) “I have heard your prayer 
and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.  When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  Now my eyes 
will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.  I have chosen 
and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever.  My eyes and my 
heart will always be there” (1Chron. 7:11-16). 

 
There’s no doubt that Daniel was very aware of this interaction between Solomon 

and God.  Every Jew must have known about this significant moment in their history 
when God reiterated his commitment to his people by promising them that he would hear 
the pleas of his people.  And the temple was the physical reminder that God, who created 
the heavens and the earth and all things and all people, will go so far as to extend his 
presence to a specific place on earth among a specific group of people. 

It’s easy for us to take this for granted now days.  It’s fashionable to talk about a god 
who is personal, whom you can carry around with you and ask for things whenever you need 
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something.  Even among Christians, God is not much more than a cosmic shrink who’s there 
to listen to your problems at your whim and bring a sense of personal tranquility. 

But, have you ever thought about this God who commanded the heavens and the earth 
into existence?  Have you stood under a terrible thunderstorm with the lightning rays that split 
the sky?  God walks among them and commands each lightning ray.  Have you stood on the 
top of the Grand Canyon and been mind-boggled just how crazy big the hole in the ground is?  
Well, God dug it.  Have you ever felt the chill going down on your spine when you read the 
story about Sodom and Gomorrah?  God rained down the sulfuric rain to destroy the entire 
city because of the wickedness of the city.  Have you ever felt uncomfortable when you heard 
Scripture verses like, “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”  This is 
how God describes Israel who went after other gods: “She gave herself as a prostitute to all 
the elite of the Assyrians and defiled herself with all the idols of everyone she lusted after.  
She did not give up the prostitution she began in Egypt, when during her youth men slept with 
her, caressed her virgin bosom and poured out their lust upon her.” 

God is not a teddy bear.  He is not a vending machine.  He is holy – meaning there’s 
no-one like him; he is transcendent.  He is powerful.  And he burns with jealousy for what is 
his.  It is this God who committed himself to the prayer of Solomon that he will hear and act 
when his people humble themselves and seek him no matter how far they might have gone 
astray from him. 
 
Daniel’s Passion to Showcase his God 

So, let’s go back to the question: What did Daniel pray for three times a day?  I bet 
much of his prayers sounded like the prayer of Solomon: giving thanks to God because of his 
mercy that extended to the exiles living in the foreign land; and pleading with God that he will 
do as he promised, that God will show up and let everyone see how unique and awesome he is 
by coming to redeem his people who once spurned him. 

Daniel was not just keeping up an impeccable prayer discipline so that he can assure 
himself that he is a good Jew in the land of pagans.  He prayed daily, three times a day 
clinging on the promise God made and on to the hope that this God, the only God, will show 
up one day and shine forth for everyone to see how worthy he is or how good he is. 

You know it is natural to show up someone or something you believe is great.  We do 
this all the time.  I know some of you are tired of any more illustrations that have to do with 
Michael Jordan.  But, common, I lived through the Jordan area.  I cannot help it.  Especially 
during his prime, when you saw him fly; do something like a triple-Lutz spin, hang in the air; 
switch hands in the air before dunking the ball over Patrick Ewing’s head, you cannot just sit 
in your couch and calmly say to yourself, “Well, that was nice.”  No.  You call up your 
friends; you stop strangers on the street and say, “DID YOU SEE THAT?”  “OH MY GOSH, 
HE IS AWESOME!”  AND HE PLAYS FOR MY TEAM!  Or let’s say you found a new 
restaurant in your neighborhood and ordered its special dish, shrimp fried-rice with cheese 
only to experience the most exquisite taste ever – it’s like the best dish ever; and it’s only 
$3.99!  Your joy is not complete until you go home, call up your friends and go back there the 
next day to see the same amazement in your friends’ faces.  Am I wrong?  No, I don’t think 
so. 

You may feel happy when you are free of trouble and free of discomfort.  But, the 
happiness that gets your blood boil with passion starts from beholding something so great, 
beautiful, powerful, wonderful, and so pleasurable; and it is complete when you shout aloud 
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and showcase this great thing for others to enjoy.  That’s why we praise good wine, good 
performances, good books, good food.  It completes our joy!  (I stole this from C. S. Lewis). 

So again, let’s go back to Daniel.  When Daniel was faced with the choice of 
temporarily discontinuing his daily prayer to avoid the trip to the lions’ den or continuing with 
his daily prayer, he chose the latter.  Why?  I believe this is why.  If he were to die in the 
lions’ den, he would showcase his God’s worthiness – because it would prove that God is 
better than life in this world.  And he would all the same showcase his God’s power and glory 
if God so chose to come and dramatically save him from the savage lions.  Daniel knew that 
this was his time to showcase his God; he was not about to let it slip by. 

Well, the rest is history.  To speed up the story, Daniel comes out of the lions’ den 
untouched; and Darius praises Daniel’s God after throwing Daniel’s accusers in the den of 
lions – they don’t survive. 
 
Darius’s Experience of God’s Glory 

I think it’s important not to miss Darius in this story.  We saw in the beginning that he 
wanted to promote Daniel because he saw exceptional qualities in Daniel.  Maybe Darius 
developed a close relationship with Daniel.  Maybe he saw Daniel as someone he can trust.  
Well, Darius made a bad mistake by passing the ban on prayer; and he was about to lose 
someone he really cared for.  It’s obvious from the text that Darius was really distressed the 
night of Daniel’s stay in the lions’ den.  He could not sleep nor take his mind off Daniel.  But, 
what’s interesting to note is that in v. 16, Darius says to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 
serve continually, rescue you!”  Darius hoped and prayed that the God of Daniel would come 
through.  He hoped that it was true that Daniel’s God really existed and acted on his people’s 
behalf.  Darius really wanted this God in whom Daniel put such confidence to show up and 
save the day.  He hoped for the miracle; and that the miracle would be a miracle wrought by 
the God of Daniel.  And can you imagine at the day break, when Darius runs to the lions’ den 
and finds out that Daniel is alive because the miracle that he was hoping for really did 
happen! 

Through Daniel’s ordeal, Darius himself came to experience the power and the mercy 
of the God of Daniel, the true God.  He praises him in v. 26, “For he is the living God and he 
endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end,” i.e. Darius 
was convinced that Daniel’s God is for real.  Darius must have at least heard about the God of 
Daniel who humbled the great King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  Now he was convinced that 
this God is for real.  Verse 27: “He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in 
the heavens and on the earth.  He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”  Darius 
experienced this for himself.  Daniel’s God rescues and saves.  This God knows and is 
concerned about his people; and he comes down from heaven and rescues his people who are 
in need!  Daniel clung to his God when the storm rolled in and showcased his God’s worth.  
Darius happily became a beneficiary of that showcase. 
 
Our Testimony 

I repeat what I said earlier.  There’s a God who made all things; you, me, the 
mountains and the ocean, and the cicadas, and all.  This God has a kingdom he is ushering in.  
His kingdom is not like the empires of human history – Jesus says in John 18:36, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the 
Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
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And this is the killer: this God sent his one and only Son, Jesus, in order to buy back 
what was lost; heal what was dying, and fix what was broken.  His kingdom will be filled 
with people once broken, messed up, and lost.  This God saved Daniel by sending his angels 
to shut the mouths of the lions; but he ultimately saved and rescued his people from what was 
killing them, i.e. sin, when he sent his one and only Son and killed him on the cross.  But, 
God raised him from the dead to demonstrate that sin has lost its power; and all who are his 
long for the day when this God’s eternal kingdom will finally take its full reign.  This 
kingdom will be the best run and the most just government ever.  This kingdom will provide 
prosperity and wealth for all of its citizens.  This kingdom will have a lasting peace and 
oneness among its incredibly diverse peoples.  And no one in this kingdom will experience 
depression or suicidal mood swings – no one will go through midlife crises here – because 
this kingdom’s people will constantly experience the overflowing pleasure and joy in the One 
who loved them and gave himself for them.  This is your testimony if you are a Christian.  
And when a storm cloud rolls in your life, then cling on to this testimony because it is your 
time to showcase your God. 

You know the storms that come your way.  The storm may be of financial nature.  You 
may be pressed to make certain choices that are not honest, but can quickly get you back on 
your feet. 

Or it may be health related.  You are so tired of being sick and dealing with the pain; 
you are in no mood to be a “joyful” Christian. 

Is it your work?  You are so beaten up with all the crap that goes on at your work, you 
are becoming more of a believer of a “Life stinks!” religion that makes you distrust everyone 
and everything. 

Or maybe it is blatant persecution.  Your family or your co-workers so blatantly 
oppose and belittle your faith in Christ that you are tempted to just drop all this Christian 
stuff.  This goes on everyday in countries like China, Thailand, and Egypt. 

What is it in your life that says to you that your hope in the resurrection is a bit too 
impractical?  What is going on in your life that says to you that all this Christian devotion and 
loving God stuff really doesn’t solve problems?  My exhortation to you this morning is to 
cling on to your God.  Hold fast onto him.  Keep doing what you were doing – go seek his 
face every morning, every evening.  I can’t promise you how long the storm will last, but 
please don’t stop going to him.  This is your very time to showcase your God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor Hobin 
Lee on Sunday morning, June 10, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for personal Bible study.  

The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find fulfillment for their 
hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 


