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Text 
King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of every language, who live in all the world: May 

you prosper greatly! 
2 
It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most 

High God has performed for me. 
3 
How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an 

eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation. 
4 
I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in 

my palace, contented and prosperous. 
5 
I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed, the 

images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. 
6 
So I commanded that all the wise men of 

Babylon be brought before me to interpret the dream for me. 
7 
When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers 

and diviners came, I told them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 
8 
Finally, Daniel came into 

my presence and I told him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit 

of the holy gods is in him.) 
9 
I said, "Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy 

gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me. 
10 

These are the 

visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there before me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its 

height was enormous. 
11 

The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was visible to the 

ends of the earth. 
12 

Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. Under it the 

beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in its branches; from it every creature was 

fed. 
13 

"In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and there before me was a messenger, a holy 

one, coming down from heaven. 
14 

He called in a loud voice: 'Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; 

strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 
15 

But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in the ground, in the grass of the field. 

"'Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the 

earth. 
16 

Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of an animal, till seven 

times pass by for him. 
17 

"'The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so 

that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.' 
18 

"This is the dream that I, King 

Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom 

can interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you." 
19 

Then Daniel (also 

called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, 

"Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you." Belteshazzar answered, "My lord, if only the 

dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries! 
20 

The tree you saw, which grew large 

and strong, with its top touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, 
21 

with beautiful leaves and abundant 

fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its 

branches for the birds of the air-- 
22 

you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your 

greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth. 
23 

"You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, 'Cut down the tree and 

destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain 

in the ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until seven 

times pass by for him.' 
24 

"This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued 
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against my lord the king: 
25 

You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you 

will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you 

acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he 

wishes. 
26 

The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be 

restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 
27 

Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my 

advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It 

may be that then your prosperity will continue." 
28 

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
29 

Twelve 

months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 
30 

he said, "Is not this the 

great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?" 
31 

The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King 

Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 
32 

You will be driven away from people 

and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you 

acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he 

wishes." 
33 

Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from 

people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the 

feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. 
34 

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, 

raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and 

glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation 

to generation. 
35 

All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the 

powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have 

you done?" 
36 

At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for 

the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and 

became even greater than before. 
37 

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of 

heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is 

able to humble. 

 

Introduction 
Then President Gerald Ford visited my alma mater – Wheaton College – in 1976.  

Everyone was assembled in Edman Chapel and waiting for his appearance.  They waited 

for a couple hours before he eventually showed up.  Finally, with the anticipation at its 

height the announcement came, “Ladies & Gentlemen: the President of the United 

States,” and he came out escorted by the president of the college.  “Hysteria reigned as 

the two men strode down the aisle and up to the stage.  [The] Student Government 

President… led in the invocation: “Lord, we thank you for the visit of the President of the 

United States.  But help us to remember that we stand in the presence of One far greater, 

THE RESURRECTED SON OF GOD!”
1
 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

The Preceding 

 In short, the message of today’s passage of Scripture is just this: humble yourself 

before God or else be humbled by him.  Before we get deeper into that, let me just 

remind us of what we’re doing and where we’ve been.  We’re a church that sees itself as 

a missional community.  We’re not just a loose connection of individuals that meet once 

a week; we’re a community.  And we’re not just a club that gets together on Sundays to 

sing love songs to Jesus and feel good about ourselves because we’re going to heaven 

when we die.  Jesus is our King, not our boyfriend.  His kingdom is marching on and we 

who have been graciously qualified to be part of his kingdom are a regiment in his army, 

advancing his cause in this city.  That’s what we’re about as a church. 

 However, we do get together once a week – Sunday (the day Jesus rose from the 

dead) – to encourage one another in our mission, to worship our King, to listen to his 
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decrees be proclaimed, and to remember what he did to make us his by eating the Lord’s 

Supper together.  But you may wonder: why do we listen to someone give a monologue 

about the Bible for fifty minutes?  Couldn’t we just discuss the Bible together?  Or better 

yet, dialogue about ideas and issues that we feel are relevant to our lives?  Some churches 

are moving toward more of this kind of interactive ‘sermon’, but I like what Mark 

Driscoll says, “[We need] to hear from God’s Word and not from each other in collective 

ignorance like some dumb chat room.”
2
 

 And so we preach.  We preach sermons.  We preach long sermons.  We preach 

sermons right from the Bible.  We preach through books of the Bible.  Because we 

believe God has spoken in Scripture and we want to submit ourselves it.  We want to 

humble ourselves and hear God’s Word authoritatively proclaimed.  It’s our pride that 

has a problem with that, really. 

 In the last three years we’ve preached through Luke, Acts, Philippians, and right 

now we’re preaching through the OT book of Daniel.  And as we’ve done that we’ve 

seen two major themes emerge so far – empires and exile.  It’s about the Hebrew people 

in the sixth century B.C. who were conquered by Nebuchadnezzar and the ascending 

world empire of Babylon and brought back to live in exile away from their homeland.  In 

chapter 1 we saw the basic rule for living as God’s people in exile – fit in without 

blending in.  Daniel and his three friends didn’t form a ghetto – they went deep into the 

culture, but they drew lines and remained distinct and devoted to their God.  In chapter 2 

we saw how such an approach gave an opportunity for the uniqueness of the Hebrew God 

to be showcased among a pagan people; he is radically different than other gods.  Last 

week in chapter 3 we saw how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood up under the 

greatest of pressures and persecution and refused to join everyone else in worshipping 

false gods.  All of this is exactly what our church needs to hear as we live as exiles in 

Chicago – we need to get involved in our neighborhoods, work for their good, learn the 

lingo, work secular jobs, go to parties with pagans, and all that.  But at the same time we 

can’t succumb to our culture’s idolatries.  Instead we are to display the greatness and 

glory of our God for all to see. 

 We also saw in chapter 2 the significance and scope and superiority of God’s 

kingdom – that God is in charge of human history (the rise and fall of empires like 

Babylon and Persia and Greece and Rome) and that he has planned the future and will 

one day rule the whole world himself.  He predicted well in advance the coming of Jesus 

in the middle of the Roman Empire to start something that would begin small, but end 

big.  With the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, that has happened.  God’s 

kingdom has rolled into human history.  And right now we await Christ’s impending 

return and “in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness” (2Pe. 3:13). 

In today’s text again we see something of this cosmic nature of God’s rule and 

authority.  He is a big God!  He “is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them 

to anyone he wishes” (v. 25).  The President of the United States and Nebuchadezzar are 

nothing compared to him, and neither are we.  He is the sovereign ruler of the world that 

he created, yet foolishly and arrogantly, ever since the beginning, we humans have been 

spurning God’s authority and wanting to be our own gods.  We’ve been declaring our 

independence and living for ourselves.  That’s pride – to think as though we don’t need 
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God and that the world desperately needs us.  This passage today calls us to humble 

ourselves before God or else be humbled by him. 

 

The Prediction 

 Chapter 4 is a letter.  Notice how it begins.  It’s from king Nebuchadnezzar and 

it’s addressed to all the peoples of his ‘world-wide’ kingdom.  Now, just to let you know, 

there’s some debate as to whether this is the same Nebuchadnezzar of the first 3 chapters.  

Some believe this is about Nabonidus, a successor of Nebuchadnezzar who used that 

name.  Most scholars I looked at, however, seemed to believe that this was the same guy 

we’ve been talking about and the text gives no indication otherwise (such speculation 

comes from trying to harmonize this with extra-biblical accounts we’ve found).  

However, there have probably been several decades between the end of chapter 3 and the 

beginning of chapter 4. 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s letter begins by stating that he wants to relate what the Most 

High God had done in his life.  It all started, in v. 4, with him being “contented and 

prosperous.”  Life was good.  He had a posh palace.  He was the king of the world’s most 

dominant empire.  He had wealth.  He was at ease.  One of the verses in the Bible that 

sticks out at me every time I read it is Hosea 13:6.  God is talking about Israel and how 

he rescued them from slavery in Egypt and led them into the Promised Land and then it 

says, “When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became 

proud; then they forgot me.”  Many times it’s those whose lives are full of ease who are 

full of the most pride.  Not always, though.  Sometimes the perpetually frazzled and 

bedraggled man or woman can also be quite prideful too because he or she can’t let go.  

But how about you?  Do you feel like you’re doing pretty well?  Are you in a groove?  

Everything’s kind of coming together?  It’s so easy during those times to become pretty 

independent and full of your self. 

 Such was the case with Nebuchadnezzar, but something happened that got his 

attention.  He had another troubling dream.  God was pursuing him, trying to get his 

attention.  Again, he called all his native wise men in to interpret the dream, but none of 

them could.  Finally, Daniel came in and Nebuchadnezzar told him his disturbing dream.  

There was a giant tree in the middle of the land that filled the sky and could be seen from 

everywhere on earth.  It was beautiful and it provided food and shelter for every creature 

on the earth.  But then, someone came down from heaven and ordered the tree cut down 

and cut up, leaving only the stump and its roots. 

 And then the dream changed mid-course, as dreams often do, and the felled tree 

was now a man, living among the beasts of the field as one of them for seven periods of 

time.  The purpose related in the dream was “so that the living may know that the  Most 

High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets 

over them the lowliest of men” (v. 17). 

 Nebuchadnezzar told this dream to Daniel, who had been renamed Belteshazzar, 

and asked for its meaning.  Daniel knew what it meant, but was reluctant at first to tell 

Nebuchadnezzar.  But Nebuchadnezzar insisted.  So Daniel told him – “It’s about you 

and it’s not good.”  Verse 22 – “You, O king, are that tree!  You have become great and 

strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to 

distant parts of the earth.”  The dream was about Nebuchadnezzar and it meant that he 

would be temporarily dethroned.  He would be removed from his position of power and 
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prestige and inflicted with a disease of the mind that caused him to wander around 

outside grazing on grass like a cow until he would acknowledge that God is sovereign 

and he is just an instrument in his hand.  As Isaiah says, “Shall the axe boast over him 

who hews with it, or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it” (Is. 10:15, ESV)? 

 Daniel advises him to renounce his pride and humbly use his position to provide 

for the poor and oppressed.  The dream doesn’t have to happen.  If Nebuchadnezzar 

would have listened to God’s message and submitted himself to God’s authority, it may 

have been that his prosperity would have continued (v. 27).  God repeatedly offers us 

amnesty if we will give him our unconditional surrender.  He’s doing that right now to 

everyone here through this sermon.  Life may be easy for you right now.  You may feel 

pretty self-sufficient.  And you may be kind of cool towards God.  But just like Daniel 

with Nebuchadnezzar, I am reminding you (and myself) that “‘God opposes the proud but 

gives grace to the humble.’  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 

he may lift you up in due time” (1Pe. 5:5-6).  Will we humble ourselves before God? 

 

The Pride 

 Nebuchadnezzar didn’t heed the warning.  Verse 28 says, “All this came upon 

king Nebuchadnezzar.”  God gave him time.  He had twelve months, but Nebuchadnezzar 

refused to bow the knee before God and his arrogance continued.  And one day, as he 

“was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, ‘Is not this the great 

Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 

majesty” (vv. 29-30)?  Babylon was indeed an impressive city.  Its outer walls were 17 

miles long and wide enough for a four-horse chariot to ride along it and even turn 

completely around on it.  There were 8 elaborate city gates.  One of them opened up onto 

a processional street which was 1,000 yards long and lined on each side with enameled 

bricks displaying 120 lions and 575 dragons and bulls.  The city boasted over 50 different 

temples. 

And there was ‘The Hanging Gardens’ – one of the Seven Wonders of the 

Ancient World.  They were elevated so that they could be seen from outside the city over 

the walls.  We went to the Garfield Park Conservatory yesterday and marveled at the 

beauty of those lush gardens.  This would have been even more impressive.  There were 

all kinds of plants and palm trees populating terraces and watered by an advanced system 

that brought water up from the Euphrates River to irrigate the higher levels.  It would 

have been quite a sight. 

But let’s look closer at Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction.  And here we get to dissect the 

anatomy of pride.  Notice two critical words in v. 30 – “by” and “for.”  They are, as John 

Piper puts it, “the lub-dub in the heartbeat of pride.”
3
  “Is not this the great Babylon I 

have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 

“By my mighty power…”  Our pride causes us to think that we are so powerful, 

so self-determining.  We arrogantly assume that we are responsible for what we have 

achieved, that our own ingenuity and will-power and efforts have gotten us where we’re 

at.  Pride believes one is independent and self-sufficient.  We are the source of all of our 

accomplishments.  We’re strong.  By my mighty power… 

And: “…for the glory of my majesty.”  Our pride drives us to do everything for 

our own reputation, to make a name for ourselves.  We want to be admired.  We want to 

be thought well of.  We want to get the credit.  Pride makes the goal of everything we do 
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self-aggrandizement.  Stroking our own ego is the end of all of our efforts.  “The origin 

of great achievement (BY my power!) and the recipient of great praise (FOR my 

glory!).”
4
  That’s a great definition of pride. 

But the Bible is very clear that we are not self-sufficient.  “For who makes you 

different from anyone else?  What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did 

receive it, why do you boast as though you did not” (1Cor. 4:7)?  Jesus told his disciples, 

“Apart from me you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).  And Scripture is also clear that neither 

should we ourselves be the telos of all our endeavors; God’s glory should be the goal of 

every life.  The cry of the Psalmist in Psalm 115:1 should be our cry – “Not to us, O 

Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory.”  We don’t deserve any glory.  And who 

can forget Paul’s exclamation in Romans – “For from him and through him and to him 

are all things.  To him be the glory forever!  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).  To quote Piper again, 

“The essence of pride [is] the enjoyment of self-sufficiency rather than God-sufficiency 

and the enjoyment of self-exaltation rather than God-exaltation.”
5
  That’s why C.S. Lewis 

called pride “the complete anti-God state of mind.”
6
  By my strength; for my glory. 

 Nebuchadnezzar failed to realize that God “is sovereign over the kingdoms of 

men and gives them to anyone he wishes” and that therefore his kingship and success was 

God’s doing and God deserved all the praise.  Nebuchadnezzar was full of pride and as 

Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

 

The Painful Punishment 

 “The [pompous] words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, 

‘This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been 

taken from you.  You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild 

animals” (vv. 31-32).  And that’s what happened.  For presumably the next seven years, 

Nebuchadnezzar lived outside, his hair grew and became unruly, his fingernails hardened 

and lengthened, he ate grass like cattle.  Modern-day psychiatrists would have diagnosed 

him with an acute paranoia, a monomania to be precise.  And they have a specific term 

for this condition.  It’s called boanthropy – where the victim imagines himself to be a 

cow or bull and acts accordingly.  “The European werewolf legends are based on a 

related form of monomania known as lycanthropy.  There have even been cases of 

avianthropy in which the person is convinced he/she is a bird and roosts each night in a 

tree!”
7
 

 It’s pretty crazy.  With the snap of his finger, God took Nebuchadnezzar from 

being the most powerful man in the world to a roaming lunatic who thought he was a 

cow.  Nebuchadnezzar refused to acknowledge that God was God and he was not and so 

God utterly humiliated him and made him insane so that he could snap out of his deeper 

insanity – his delusion that he was God.  C.S. Lewis says: 

 

In God you come up against something which is in every respect 

immeasurably superior to yourself.  Unless you know God as that – and, 

therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison – you do not know God 

at all.  As long as you are proud you cannot know God.  A proud man is 

always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you 

are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.
8
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Sometimes God lovingly comes while you’re looking down on everything and everyone 

and shoves your face in the dirt so that you wake up to the fact that you’re not all that.  

Humble yourself before God or else be humbled by him. 

 He pleads with us, for our own good, to humble ourselves before him; to stand in 

awe of him who spoke and distant galaxies came into being; to tremble in the presence of 

the One who not only knows everything about everyone who has ever existed, but who 

also knows everything about everyone who ever will; to ponder his grandeur.  But if you 

do not swallow your pride and fall on your face before him, he has been known to give 

people some help.  There are three major ways God can humble us: 

 

(1) Health.  The first is health.  He may quite literally take our legs out from 

underneath us, as he did for someone like Joni Eareckson Tada who became a 

quadriplegic after a diving accident in 1967 and now loves God for it.  Not always, but 

many times an illness, an injury, a physical limitation, or even (as in the case of 

Nebuchadnezzar) a mental illness can be a means that God uses to break us, to bring us to 

the end of ourselves, to take us out of commission for awhile to remind us how fragile we 

really are. 

 

(2) Hardship.  The second is hardship.  The loss of a job, the death of a family 

member, a financial squeeze, a social failure, sick kids, heart-ache in a relationship – 

these are all ways that God can try to get our attention.  Lewis said, “God whispers to us 

in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to 

rouse a deaf world.”
9
  Is God shouting at you to get your attention?  Don’t tune him out.  

I’ve seen people stubbornly ignore God’s repeated shouts in their ear to come to God 

broken and needy.  Don’t do that, dear brothers and sisters. 

 

(3) Hell.  Because thirdly, there’s another way God humbles people.  For those who 

persist in their pride and resist God’s efforts to humble them in this life, there is hell.  

God will not be mocked for eternity.  There will be justice.  Those who lived all their 

lives in self-sufficiency and self-exaltation will be banished from the presence of God – 

the source of all good – for ever and ever.  A righteous God cannot allow people to get 

away with spitting in his face. 

 

 Here’s the reality: every knee will one day bow before the Lord – some gladly 

and willingly from a humble heart, others with gritted teeth and a soul full of pride.  The 

latter will be humiliated by an excruciating existence in hell.  The former will rejoice 

forever around the throne of God.  They are the ones who lived with a spirit of humility 

and dependence on God’s mercy.  They were broken before God and as David prayed in 

Psalm 51:17 – “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 

God, you will not despise.” 

 

The Praise 
 Nebuchadnezzar was a prideful man who refused to humble himself before God, 

so God humbled him – 7 years of insanity, he looked worse than Jack on the season finale 

of LOST this week.  He went from the palace to the pasture.  But he learned his lesson.  

“At the end of that time,” he recounts, “I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven 



8 

[with an acknowledging look of brokenness]” (v. 34).  He looked up, like a dog to its 

master, with eyes of contrition, in a position of need, from a posture of adoration.  And 

his sanity was restored, just as James 4:10 promises – “Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will lift you up.” 

 God isn’t a bully trying to get us to cry “uncle.”  He’s a beauty trying to get us to 

behold him.  And when we lift our eyes up and see him as the infinitely glorious God that 

he is, we find our response is praise. 

 

“Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever 

[recognizing that I am mortal]. 

“His dominion is an eternal dominion; [mine is a mere blip on the radar screen of 

history]; his kingdom endures from generation to generation; [earthly 

empires come and go]. 

“All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing; [I used to think I was 

something]. 

“He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth; [I 

used to expect him to let me do what I please]. 

“No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’  [I used to 

angrily demand an answer for why he did the things he did, but now I 

know that he is good and he is God and I am glad]” (vv. 34-35). 

 

The Point 
 Have you come to that conclusion?  Are you glad that God is God and you are 

not?  At the end of the chapter, after Nebuchadnezzar was restored to his sanity and his 

kingdom, he concluded like this – “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify 

the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.  And 

those who walk in pride he is able to humble” (v. 37).  Have you humbled yourself before 

God? 

 I’m just going to take a guess and say that most of you won’t be king or queen of 

a world-wide empire or become a famous movie star or sports hero, but pride is still at 

work in your life.  The greatest struggle with pride that everyone faces is with respect to 

the indictment of sin.  I remember talking with someone who dedicated her life to 

working for peace in the Middle East, specifically between Israel and Palestine.  And she 

told me, “I could never believe in Original Sin;” – the doctrine that we’re all born guilty 

and guaranteed to sin.  And I thought to myself, “Hello!  How else do you explain the 

incurable violence and animosity between Israel and Palestine besides by the fact that 

people are sinful?”  And she said this to me with venom and hatred in her voice. 

 It’s not an easy doctrine to swallow.  We bristle under the notion that we are 

sinners in the hands of an angry God.  “That’s so old-fashioned!”  First of all, pride 

pushes us to contest the charge that we are sinners; we want to think that deep down 

we’re good people.  Secondly – “Is our sin really that big of a deal?  God is not wrathful 

toward sin.  He’s a loving God.  I make some mistakes, but they’re not that bad.”  And to 

top it off, we arrogantly think that any undesirable qualities that may be in us is are 

capable of being reformed, that we can make up for them on our own by being good and 

trying hard.  Our pride makes us like the “enthusiastic young man who had just received 
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his plumber’s license and was taken to see Niagara Falls.  He studied it for a minute and 

then said, ‘I think I can fix this.’
10

 

The fact is: we’re sinners, through and through.  We’ve offended a holy God and 

his justice demands an infinite punishment.  We’re not okay.  He can’t just let it slide.  

And more than that, it’s impossible for us to ever pay him back, to earn our own 

salvation.  To even think this way is the essence of pride.  But – HERE ME ON THIS – 

God has provided a way for sinners to be forgiven and to enjoy eternal life with him.  It 

takes humility – confessing that you’re a dirty rotten sinner and that you can’t lift a finger 

to save yourself.  And it takes trusting that Christ has done it all for you on the cross 

when he died to bear your sins and experience the torments of eternal hell your sins 

deserved on your behalf.  It’s humiliating to come to the end of yourself like this, but 

Jesus has promised that “whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 

himself will be exalted” (Mt. 23:12). 

And this isn’t something you do once and then move on.  Oh how prideful it is to 

think this way.  The Christian life is one of continual contrition.  We never move on from 

the cross.  We should always be broken over our sin and looking to Jesus alone for our 

righteousness.  In fact, as time goes on we should become even more humble, even more 

aware of our sin and how far we fall short of the glory of God, and even more amazed at 

the sovereign grace of God that can save a helpless sinner like me. 

We need to repeatedly repent and pray to God – “I am a sinner.  No matter how 

hard I try, I can’t be perfect.  And when I fall short I’m devastated, not because I’ve 

offended you, but because it makes me look bad.  I’m riddled with pride.  Break me.  

Please.  Show me I am but dust and ashes; show me that I am a hell-deserving sinner; 

cure me of my delusion that I am self-sufficient and of my addiction to myself.  And help 

me to stop trying to climb up the slippery walls of the dark hole I’ve dug for myself and 

simply let Christ wrap his arms around me and pull me out.  Keep me on my knees and as 

a recipient of your mercy.  I praise you for your great mercy!” 

Brothers and sisters, men and women, I plead with you today as one frail and 

wicked man who has found salvation in Christ – humble yourself before God or else be 

humbled by him.  Bow the knee.  If you don’t, he will bring things into your life that 

highlight your inadequacy, your weakness, your sin, your impotence.  He will.  Will you 

respond with humility and fall over and over again at the foot of the cross or will you pull 

yourself up by your own bootstraps and continue marching into hell? 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
May you do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. – Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 27, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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