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Text 
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain 

of Dura in the province of Babylon. 
2
 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image 

he had set up. 
3
 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the 

other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 

and they stood before it. 
4
 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O 

peoples, nations and men of every language: 
5
 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 
6
 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a 

blazing furnace." 
7
 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all 

kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of 

gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8
 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced 

the Jews. 
9
 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 

10
 You have issued a decree, O king, 

that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must 

fall down and worship the image of gold, 
11

 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be 

thrown into a blazing furnace. 
12

 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon-- Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego-- who pay no attention to you, O king. They 

neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up." 
13

 Furious with rage, 

Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the 

king, 
14

 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not 

serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 
15

 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, 

flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I 

made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then 

what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" 
16

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the 

king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 
17

 If we are thrown 

into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, 

O king. 
18

 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 

the image of gold you have set up." 
19

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than 

usual 
20

 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 
21

 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans 

and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 
22

 The king's command was so urgent 

and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, 
23

 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24

 Then King Nebuchadnezzar 

leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw 

into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." 
25

 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the 

fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 
26

 Nebuchadnezzar then 
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approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants 

of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 
27

 

and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had 

not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was 

no smell of fire on them. 
28

 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's 

command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own 

God. 
29

 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no 

other god can save in this way." 
30

 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the 

province of Babylon. 

 

Introduction 
 Being a Christian doesn’t mean that everyone has to hate you.  Did you know 

that?  I just want to make that clear.  In fact, it says in the NT, “If it is possible, as far as it 

depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Rom. 12:18) and we’re told elsewhere to 

act in such a way that our “daily life may win the respect of outsiders” (1Thess. 4:12).  I 

hear these admonishments and then I look at the lives of biblical characters like Daniel 

and his three friends who worked in the secular world, earned the trust of pagan kings, 

and received promotions and I can’t help but conclude that God doesn’t want his people 

to be dorks.  We should be winsome, and likeable, and kind, and fun-loving; the type of 

people that get invited to parties and people generally like to be around.  We’ve talked 

about this before in Daniel: God’s people should fit in. 

 But we also said we should not entirely blend in.  And here’s the reality: if you 

refuse to just blend in to the world around you, not everyone will like you.  “In fact,” the 

NT states plainly, “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (2Tim. 3:12).  If you seek to live for God as an exile in this world and refuse 

to participate in the idolatries that permeate it (like we’ll see today that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego did), there will be varying levels of ridicule, pressure, 

antagonism, derision,…  You may be looked over for a promotion or left off the guest list 

for certain parties or in some cases and some places targeted and threatened. 

 This is hard, because everybody wants to be liked by everybody else.  Right?  We 

don’t enjoy being excluded, made fun of, even persecuted.  What we’re looking at today 

is how three guys stayed faithful to God while being assaulted by the greatest of 

pressures to cave in – to distort, dilute, and discard their faith.  The pressure to soften and 

adapt one’s belief in the God of the Bible, the God who claims to be the One true God… 

the allure of idolatry… the appeal of syncretism is enormous in our day.  It’s unpopular 

to maintain that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life today.  It’s hard to remain 

exclusively devoted to him when everyone else is doing otherwise… that is, assuming 

you’re not living in a bubble.  It’s easy to be a Christian in a Christian ghetto.  But the 

teaching of Daniel is that God’s people shouldn’t live in a ghetto.  So how do we stay 

devoted to our God when everyone around us is not?  The main point we’re going to see 

in today’s passage is just this: the only way to stand under pressure is to know that 

Jesus stands beside you. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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Idolatry 
Last week’s text ended with Nebuchadnezzar acknowledging that Daniel’s God 

was “the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries” (2:47).  

Remember, king Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and God revealed to Daniel what it was 

and what it meant and Daniel told it to Nebuchadnezzar – something none of the other 

wise men could do.  And so from how last week’s passage ended we might have gotten 

the impression that Nebuchadnezzar had converted to the Hebrew religion… except for 

what we see in today’s text.  What actually happened?  Well, Nebuchadnezzar had just 

added this Hebrew God to his pantheon – his collection of gods.  Maybe he even added 

him as the Most High God, but that was a title the Greeks used of Zeus and if you know 

anything about Greek mythology, Zeus wasn’t the only god, nor was he that superior.  

Today, many people acknowledge God, Jesus is a cool guy, but that doesn’t necessarily 

mean they worship him alone or that they have a real relationship with him; they may 

have just added him to their pantheon. 

What is it we see Nebuchadnezzar doing today that shows us this?  There are no 

time markers in this chapter.  We don’t know how much time has elapsed between the 

end of chapter 2 and the beginning of chapter 3.  It could possibly be several years.  

Nebuchadnezzar gets this idea that he is going to have a giant monument constructed.  

Building projects like this in the ancient world didn’t happen overnight.  The Temple of 

Artemis in Ephesus took 120 years to build, according to the Roman historian Pliny.  The 

Colossus of Rhodes – which was another one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 

World and was somewhat similar to the modern-day Statue of Liberty – took 12 years to 

construct, according to Pliny.  It was about 110 feet tall and made of bronze. 

This giant monument Nebuchadnezzar commissioned was made of gold and was, 

the text says, ninety feet high and only nine feet wide.  So its proportions were pretty tall 

and skinny, leading some people to describe it as an obelisk, like the Washington 

Monument in Washington, D.C. (which by the way took almost 40 years to build).  

Others believe that somehow it was designed to be a representation or a depiction of 

Nebuchadnezzar himself, playing off the vision that he had in chapter 2 of a statue where 

he was the head of gold.  We don’t know exactly what it was like, but we do know it was 

meant to be an object of worship. 

When the construction project was completed, Nebuchadnezzar threw a gala for 

all the government dignitaries, many of them like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 

that they were from conquered people groups, and he gathered this cosmopolitan group 

together to celebrate the unveiling of this structure: a rally meant to unify the empire.  

“He… summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, 

magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he 

had set up.  So [they] assembled… and they stood before it.  Then the herald loudly 

proclaimed, ‘This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every 

language: As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all 

kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately 

be thrown into a blazing furnace’” (vv. 2-6).  The hefty furnace that was used to melt the 

gold to make the image was probably left nearby. 

So whether it’s an image of Nebuchadnezzar himself and he was just a really tall 

and skinny guy or whether it was an object associated with an existing deity or whatever 
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it was, it was clearly meant to be worshipped.  And the Bible has a word for this.  It’s 

called an idol.  And idols were strictly forbidden for God’s people.  “You shall have no 

other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to 

them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God” (Ex. 20:4-5). 

This posed quite a dilemma for Daniel’s three friends – Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego – who were there because they had been appointed as “administrators over the 

province of Babylon” (2:49) at Daniel’s request.  Daniel, if you remember from the last 

verse of the last chapter, “remained at the royal court” as the head of the king’s wise men.  

So he was not at this ceremony.  But how would these three Hebrew guys, on their own 

without Daniel, react to the pressure to participate in such blatant disobedience to their 

God?  Everyone was doing it.  To not go along would have been really uncomfortable.  It 

would have been so easy to rationalize: 

 

• “In this situation it would be all right to bow down because [we will] get killed if 

[we don’t].  Certainly God would not want [us] to die, would he?” 

• “[This is just cultural.]  The Babylonians are not going to understand the laws of 

our God.  We don’t want to offend [their culture] and ruin our witness.  We will 

bow now so they will listen to us later.  Anyway, nobody that we know will see 

us.” 

• “[Plus there’s forgiveness, right?]  We have a loving God who is slow to anger 

and quick to forgive.  We will bow just this one time and then ask forgiveness.” 

• “We will kneel on the outside, but we will be standing and worshipping the true 

God on the inside, in our hearts.  God will understand.”
1
 

 

But no matter how you slice it, it was wrong.  They simply couldn’t participate in this 

activity and still be faithful to their God. 

Now, the situation’s a little bit different today.  Our idolatry is perhaps a tad more 

sophisticated.  Mayor Daley wouldn’t have a ribbon cutting ceremony at Millennium 

Park where when the CSO plays everyone has to bow down to ‘The Bean.’  But the 

President did get on TV in the wake of the attacks on the World Trade Center and the 

Pentagon and say, “America is open for business.”  In other words, “Spend your money, 

continue to consume, it’s your patriotic duty.”  Advertising agencies will tell you that if 

you don’t have a certain car, you will be socially ostracized.  Our world has not evolved 

beyond primitive behaviors like bowing down before wood, metal, or stone objects.  Our 

idolatry has just taken different forms. 

John Calvin said that the human mind is a “perpetual forge of idols”
2
 – our hearts 

are idol factories.  We constantly make something other than our Creator out to be our 

god.  It’s usually some part or aspect of the creation itself.  We don’t bow down to the 

sun as a god, but we still hire its priests who will tell us when it will be out because we 

believe that it will make us happy.  We don’t sacrifice animals to Ishtar or Aphrodite or 

Cupid, but the number of emails I get about Viagra each day indicate that sexual pleasure 

is still highly sought after.  We don’t have a god of war, but many certainly do put their 

trust in military might instead of the Lord of hosts. 

And this idolatrous ethos permeates every human culture.  Our culture today 

idolizes money, success, prestige, leisure, sports and movie stars, our kids, and a whole 
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host of other things.  Our hearts are idol factories.  One theologian has described modern 

idolatry by the term, “Ultimate Concern.”  In other words, “A person’s god is the thing or 

person that one is most concerned about, thinks the most about, or affects one’s life the 

most.”
3
  Everyone in our world today has at least one of those.  The most common idol 

today is, I think, ourselves.  We live for ourselves.  We love ourselves.  We pride 

ourselves in our own accomplishments.  We believe in ourselves, in the infinite potential 

that lies within our souls.  We think we are capable of fixing all of our own problems.  

We are our own god.  The famous atheist, Frederick Nietzsche, articulated this well.  He 

said, “If there is a God, how can I bear not to be that God?”
4
 

And yet the Bible insists that there is but one God, the transcendent, sovereign 

Maker of heaven and earth, and he alone deserves all our worship and praise and concern, 

because he alone gives ultimate satisfaction.  He is a jealous God who demands exclusive 

allegiance, who commands that we love him with all our heart and all our soul and all our 

strength (see Dt. 6:5).  He says in Isaiah 42:8 – “I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will 

not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”  He rightfully should be our 

“Ultimate Concern.”  Still, as the book of Romans declares, humanity has rebelliously 

and foolishly insisted upon worshipping and serving created things rather than the 

Creator (see Romans 1:18ff).  This is the natural state of people.  And so idols are 

everywhere around us.  As we live as exiles in this world we are constantly bombarded 

with pressures to bow down and worship other things than God. 

 

Resisting Idolatry 

And here’s the thing: some idols are held very dearly by people today and to 

refuse to pay homage to them draws disdain from those who consider themselves 

guardians of their temples.  Let’s look again at the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego.  They refused to bow down to this golden image that Nebuchadnezzar had 

set-up.  They couldn’t do it.  Even though everyone else was doing it, even though the 

consequences for not doing it were serious, they knew that, as one person has put it, “by 

accepting this statue into the category of deity, they [would] inevitably reduce the 

ultimacy, authority, and jurisdiction of the true God and demote him in such a way that 

will make him out to be no more than one of the deities of the polytheistic world.  

Ultimately, the dilution or diminishment of deity is a denunciation of deity.”
5
  It worked 

for Nebuchadnezzar; it could not work for those who knew the God of the Bible.  They 

couldn’t go along with it. 

 If you don’t buy in to the idols of the people around you, it may be that sometimes 

people don’t notice.  But it’s possible that some people will.  “Some astrologers” (v. 8) 

saw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego not bowing when the music was played 

(somebody was praying with his eyes open, evidently) and they went to Nebuchadnezzar 

and ratted on them – “There are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon – Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego – who pay no attention to you, 

O king.  They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up” (v. 

12).  Nebuchadnezzar was “furious with rage” (v. 13) so he summoned these three and 

gave them one more chance.  He was going to play the music for them one more time and 

they could bow and everything would be fine, but if they didn’t they would be thrown 

into the furnace.  Can you imagine the pressure to give in at this point? 
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 What happens next is truly remarkable.  “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

replied to the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in 

this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 

from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want 

you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up’” (vv. 16-18).  How could they do that?  How could they remain faithful in 

the face of such persecution? 

 Here’s the phrase that popped out at me – “We do not need to defend ourselves 

before you in this matter” (v. 16).  That’s it.  They didn’t view Nebuchadnezzar or the 

astrologers or anybody else as their judge.  They didn’t care about his verdict about them.  

They stood before a higher Judge and they had a confidence that he was on their side.  He 

could deliver them from Nebuchadnezzar’s hand, but even if he didn’t, even if 

Nebuchadnezzar tortured them and executed them, they knew that they would be okay.  

Their God was real and his gods were not.  Even though it was vague, there was an 

understanding of the resurrection at this time.  We’ll see more about that when we get to 

chapter 12.  But whatever these three men knew they knew that God would take care of 

them, so they didn’t have to fear the king’s judgment. 

 And sure enough, Nebuchadnezzar didn’t take too well to this nonconformity.  He 

had the furnace turned up 7 times hotter than normal.  If this was the furnace used to 

construct the image, then we know the melting point of gold is 1064.43º C.  I don’t know 

how they measured this back then, but that means that if they increased that number by 7 

times it would have been 13,173º F!  Anyway, it was hot.  So hot that the guards who 

threw the threesome in were killed by the heat.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were 

thrown in wearing all their clothes, so they should have caught fire instantly, but as 

Nebuchadnezzar watched through the opening at the bottom he “leaped to his feet in 

amazement” (v. 24).  He saw them walking around in there, “unbound and unharmed” (v. 

25)!  When he had them come out he “saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor 

was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of 

fire on them” (v. 27).  When I grill out the smell of fire stays in my hair and clothes until 

I wash them and sometimes if I get carried away with the lighter fluid I have no more hair 

on my arms.  But these guys were completely unscathed. 

 What’s more important to note, however, is that there was a mysterious fourth 

person with them in the furnace.  Nebuchadnezzar describes him at first as one looking 

“like a son of the gods” (v. 25) and later as an “angel” (v. 28).  There’s a long tradition of 

people who find this to be an example of an OT appearance of Christ.  Did Jesus himself 

come and walk with them in the fire?  Or was it simply an angel of God?  I don’t know, 

but in some form God came and stood at their side through the fiery furnace ordeal. 

 Nebuchadnezzar stood dumbfounded and praised the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego for rescuing his servants.  He announced to everyone that “they trusted in 

him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than 

serve or worship any god except their own God.  Therefore [he decreed] that the people 

of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego [would] be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for 

no other god can save in this way” (vv. 28-29).  He was really into this cutting people 

into pieces and demolishing their houses thing, wasn’t he? 
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Conclusion 

So are you willing to give up your life, your promotion, your reputation, the ease 

of anonymity,… rather than serve or worship any god except the Lord?  How can we do 

that?  I imagine that many of you struggle with how to stand up for Christ at your 

workplace.  Let’s be honest, for many of you maybe your coworkers or classmates don’t 

know you’re a follower of Jesus.  Or if they do, they don’t think it means that much to 

you; they haven’t seen that he’s unique; not just another choice in the smorgasbord of 

spirituality, something that works for you but has no relevance to their life.  Maybe you 

kind of go along with the flow, join in the same discussions and activities.  Maybe you’ve 

even bowed down with everyone else to an idol.  You look at this inspiring story and the 

question you’re asking is, “How do I have the courage of a Shadrach or a Meshach or an 

Abednego?”  The only way to stand under pressure is to know that Jesus stands 

beside you. 

Do you know that Jesus Christ is on your side?  Do you know that he is your 

advocate before the Judge of all the earth?  Do you know that there’s no one and no thing 

that can snatch you out of his hand (Jn. 10:28)?  You see, if you’ve put your trust in 

Jesus, you have stood before a higher authority than Nebuchadnezzar and been acquitted, 

on account of Jesus’ blood.  And so you can stand before anyone on this earth and say, “I 

don’t need to defend myself before you; I don’t need your approval; your assessment of 

me does not matter, the King of kings and Lord of lords has pronounced me righteous in 

his sight.  I don’t have to make you like me.”  If you put your faith in Christ, ultimately 

the fires of hell can’t touch you.  You will not be hurt at all by the second death, 

described in the book of Revelation as the lake of fire, the fiery lake of burning sulfur (cf. 

Rev. 2:11, 20:14, 21:8).  You are secure.  The wrath of God towards you has been 

averted, so you should not be intimidated by the wrath of human kings or your boss or 

your peers. 

Because of Christ’s death on our behalf to pay for our sin, we are brought into a 

relationship with God, the one true God, the Creator of everything… and he loves us; he 

accepts us, he adopts us, he promises us eternal life.  If you know that, then it won’t be 

quite so hard if people hate you or reject you or abandon you or even kill you for refusing 

to worship their gods. 

Jesus said, “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and 

after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, 

after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him” 

(Lk. 12:4-5).  God is the only One we should fear.  He may not rescue you miraculously 

like he did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, but what is death by burning followed by 

eternal bliss compared to a life of idolatry followed by hell, “where their worm does not 

die, and the fire is not quenched” (Mk. 9:48)?  I love the words of David in Psalm 56:3-4 

when it seemed like everyone was against him – “When I am afraid, I will trust in you.  

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid.  What can mortal man do 

to me?”  I mean, really! 

Can they take away the fact that the eternal I AM, the sovereign ruler of the 

nations, the Alpha and Omega, the Ancient of Days has called you his own and said, 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  No, nothing can change 

that.  As Paul puts it so eloquently: 
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 “If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own 

Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against those 

whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that 

condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who was raised to 

life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: 

‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to 

be slaughtered.’  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Rom. 8:31-39). 

 

Nothing can separate us.  Do you believe that?  Do you?  Oh, men and women, may you 

lay claim to that today.  It’s yours for the asking. 

 The only way to stand under pressure is to know that Jesus stands beside 

you.  You can know that he does by taking him at his word in the gospel.  And, brothers 

and sisters, when Jesus is standing beside you it’s not hard to withstand the intimidation 

and pressure to follow the crowd and worship false gods.  You’ll have no need to defend 

yourself before other people, to make them like you.  Their evaluation of you won’t 

ultimately matter.  And when you know that Jesus stands beside you, you’re freed up to 

live.  You’re no longer nice to people because you need their approval.  And you’re not 

devastated when people withhold their approval because you have God’s.  It’s such a 

better way to live.  You don’t become a calloused jerk.  You love people out of the 

overflow of love you’ve experienced in Christ.  And the gospel will be good news that 

you’ll want to share. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
Let’s spend some time confessing our idolatries… 

 

Benediction 
May our great and glorious God capture your hearts with his grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 20, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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