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Text 
He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that 

passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these: 
29 

"As you were lying there, O king, your mind 

turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 
30 

As for me, 

this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living men, but so that 

you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand what went through your mind. 
31 

"You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue-- an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in 

appearance. 
32 

The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and 

thighs of bronze, 
33 

its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 
34 

While you were 

watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 

smashed them. 
35 

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were broken to pieces at the 

same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without 

leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 
36 

"This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 
37 

You, O king, are the king of kings. The God 

of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; 
38 

in your hands he has placed mankind 

and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. 

You are that head of gold. 
39 

"After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, 

one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 
40 

Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron-- for 

iron breaks and smashes everything-- and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the 

others. 
41 

Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a 

divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. 
42 

As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 
43 

And 

just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, 

any more than iron mixes with clay. 
44 

"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 

that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 
45 

This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a 

mountain, but not by human hands-- a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold 

to pieces. "The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the 

interpretation is trustworthy." 
46 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him 

honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 
47 

The king said to Daniel, "Surely 

your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal 

this mystery." 
48 

Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made 

him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 
49 

Moreover, at 

Daniel's request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of 

Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 

 

Introduction 
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 The book of Daniel was written in the 6
th

 century B.C. by a Hebrew guy that was 

captured in or around Jerusalem when he was but a teenager by the rising leader of the 

Babylonian empire – Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel was his name and he was carted off to live 

in Babylon.  When we began this book we said that the two major themes that we would 

see again and again throughout it are empires and exile. 

It’s a book about the big picture – world history, balance of power, global politics, 

movements of epic magnitude.  Its setting spans the rise and fall of the Babylonian 

empire and the rise of the Persian empire.  But it also projects into the future and tells of 

subsequent empires that will enter and exit the world’s main stage.  And throughout it 

maintains that God – the Hebrew God, the God of the Bible – is in control of history.  So 

– empires… 

The book of Daniel is also a book about exile.  Where do God’s people fit into the 

grand scheme of things?  How do God’s people live among the empires of the day?  Part 

of the message of Daniel is that living in a state of exile is normative for God’s people.  

We see that in other places in the Bible.  I just read this last week from the book of 

Hebrews, talking about all these great men and women of faith from the past – “These all 

died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 

them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 

earth” (Heb. 11:13).  It goes on to say that “they desire[d] a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one” (11:16).  So we live as exiles in a foreign land on this earth, amidst the 

empires of our day.  We’re not quite at home and yet we don’t go on Crusades; we don’t 

try to take over America for God or anything like that.  We live as exiles. 

We’ve seen a little bit of how Daniel did that by fitting in without blending in 

(two weeks ago) and (last week) by exploiting his position of influence in the culture to 

showcase the uniqueness of his God among the impersonal and enigmatic gods of the 

empire.  Remember: Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and the Babylonian wise men couldn’t 

tell him what it was and interpret it because their gods didn’t do that kind of thing.  They 

weren’t gods you could have a relationship with.  But Daniel prayed to his God and he 

revealed the mystery to Daniel.   

 Well today we’re going to shift back to the motif of empires as we look more 

closely at that dream that God gave to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.  As it says in v. 

28 – God showed “King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.”  So it’s a 

dream that has to do with the future, with future empires to be more specific.  But what’s 

really amazing is that the book of Daniel peers into the future beyond just the kingdoms 

of Babylon or Persia or Greece or Rome, into something spectacular, something 

anticipated for ages, something altogether different – the kingdom of God.  He sees a new 

kingdom arriving on the scene, a kingdom that’s not of human origin, a kingdom that 

surpasses all others, a kingdom that lasts forever.  Daniel tells us of a breathtaking vision 

of the future.  As we go through and unpack it today what we’ll see is just this: God’s 

kingdom has rolled in to human history! 
 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Dream 
 Okay, remember what’s going on here: Nebuchadnezzar hasn’t told anyone his 

disturbing dream yet.  He wanted his wise men to tell him the dream and interpret it or 
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else he would execute them all as quacks.  Daniel, the Hebrew exile who had recently 

graduated from Babylon U, was included in this group that was supposed to be cut into 

pieces.  As soon as he got wind of this he asked the king for some time, went back to his 

bachelor pad and shared with his three buddies, and they prayed together to the God of 

heaven, and God answered and revealed the mystery of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to 

Daniel.  Daniel praised God and then went directly to Nebuchadnezzar and told him that 

though none of the normal wise guys could do what the king asked, Daniel’s God was 

able to reveal to him this mystery.  And that’s where we pick up today in v. 28. 

 Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that his God, the God of heaven, was revealing to 

Nebuchadnezzar in his dream “what will happen in days to come” (v. 28).  “As you were 

lying there,” Daniel tells the king, “your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer 

of mysteries showed you what is going to happen” (v. 29).  This is a glimpse into the 

future – God knows the future – and he wants Nebuchadnezzar to understand what he has 

planned. 

 Here’s what Nebuchadnezzar saw: a “large statue – an enormous, dazzling statue, 

awesome in appearance” (v. 31).  It was massive, impressive, of exquisite craftsmanship.  

The head was made of pure gold.  The torso was fashioned of silver.  Its waist area was 

bronze.  And its legs were iron, but the feet had a bit of clay mixed into them.  And while 

Nebuchadnezzar was marveling at this statue, taking it all in, starting with the head and 

making his way down the body, all of the sudden a stone that was not sculpted by human 

hands comes rolling in and crashes into the brittle feet, toppling the gargantuan statue, 

shattering the iron, bronze, silver and gold into fine dust, which the wind sweeps away.  

And that rock then swelled into a colossal mountain that took up the whole world.  And 

then he woke up.  Weird.  What would you make of that? 

 

The Interpretation 

 “This was the dream,” Daniel said; and Nebuchadnezzar didn’t interrupt and say, 

“No it wasn’t!  What are you smoking?  I was eating a hot dog and it turned into a snake, 

that’s all.  Arioch, cut him to pieces.”  He let Daniel continue, “And now we will 

interpret it to the king” (v. 36).  Daniel told him exactly what he had dreamed.  Can you 

imagine what you’d be thinking if someone was sitting in front of you telling you what 

you dreamed about last night, with vivid detail? 

 So Daniel launches into the interpretation of the dream, what God was trying to 

say to Nebuchadnezzar through it.  “You, O king, are the king of kings.  The God of 

heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; in your hands he has 

placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air.  Wherever they live, he 

has made you ruler over them all.  You are that head of gold” (vv. 37-38).  

Nebuchadnezzar is thinking, “Hey that’s pretty cool.  Alright.  I’m the head.  I’m gold.”  

It’s subtle, but notice it says that God gave Nebuchadnezzar “dominion and power and 

might and glory” (v. 37).  Whatever Nebuchadnezzar has, has ultimately been given to 

him by God.  However, it is pretty flattering to Nebuchadnezzar, when you think about it.  

He’s the head of gold and as you descend down the statue the quality of materials 

decreases in value: gold => silver => bronze => iron/clay. 

But the fact remains that his kingdom does not last forever, right?  It’s replaced.  

Daniel continues, “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours” (v. 39a).  This, 

we know, was the Persian empire.  Though it actually covered more territory than the 
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Babylonian empire through treaties, it was less dominating and also known to be more 

morally degenerate.  “Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole 

earth” (v. 39b).  What empire succeeded the Persians?  The Greeks. 

“Finally,” Daniel says, “there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron – for iron 

breaks and smashes everything [it was the strongest metal at the time] – and as iron 

breaks things to pieces, so [this kingdom] will crush and break all the others” (v. 41).  

This is talking about the Roman empire which with the end of the Third (and final) 

Macedonian War had defeated Greece in 168 B.C. and even took control of northern 

Africa in 146 B.C. at the battle of Carthage.  It truly was the most expansive empire the 

world had ever seen, decisively defeating everyone that stood in its way.  But as Rome 

swallowed up region after region, those provinces were allowed to retain their own 

customs and languages.  And nearly half of the Roman empire were slaves, perpetuating 

a volatile disparity between rich and poor – an aristocracy addicted to luxury and peasant 

rabble disenfranchised and dissatisfied.  As it was unraveling from within it eventually 

became susceptible to invading barbarians from the north and eventually fell into civil 

war in 337 A.D.  As Daniel said, “As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this 

kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle.  And just as… the iron mixed with baked 

clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron 

mixes with clay” (vv. 42-43).  That was Rome – dominant yet divided. 

Now look at v. 34.  Daniel says, “While you were watching [a rock came and 

struck the statue’s feet].”  And then look at v. 44.  This one’s even more clear.  Daniel 

has just finished describing the fourth kingdom and then he says, “In the times of those 

kings…”  So what is he saying?  He’s saying that what happens next happens during the 

middle of this fourth kingdom – the Roman empire.  And what happens next is that a rock 

not fashioned by human hands comes and strikes the statue, toppling it and growing into 

a mountain that covers the whole earth. 

Daniel interprets this unexpected part of the dream.  This rock represents a 

kingdom that the God of heaven will set up.  A statue is man-made.  This is not; it’s a 

God-thing; it’s a stone cut out not with human hands.  And all these human empires are 

mere continuations of each other, different parts of the same statue, but this rock is 

different.  Daniel says this divine kingdom represented by the rock “will never be 

destroyed, nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever” (v. 44).  We have here a prediction that 

during the third empire after Nebuchadnezzar there will be a kingdom that the God of 

heaven will set up that will last forever and eventually engulf the whole world. 

 

The Kingdom of God 
 Turn with me if you like to the NT, to Luke chapter 2.  Starting in v. 1 – “In those 

days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.)”  Quirinius was a Roman governor; Syria was a Roman province that included 

part of Palestine, where Mary and Joseph were from.  Augustus was the Caesar; this was 

during the height of the Roman empire. 

The story is familiar for many of you.  Mary and Joseph aren’t married yet.  Mary 

is a virgin and yet miraculously she is pregnant by the power of God.  And the baby she 

is carrying around in her is no bigger than a rock about this size, yet he is none other than 
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the Son of the Most High who will, as the angel of the Lord told her, “reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end” (Lk. 1:33).  Mary and Joseph go to 

Bethlehem to be registered, which was David’s hometown, because Joseph is a 

descendant of that mighty king from Israel’s history.  And there Mary is giving birth in a 

cattle stable while angels are appearing to lowly shepherds in the countryside announcing 

this magnificent event which is transpiring in practical obscurity. 

It’s interesting: Matthew tells us that while Jesus was still a lad, a few Magi from 

the east saw something in the stars that led them to come and worship this boy as a king.  

These Magi from the east would have been the descendants of the magicians and wise 

men of Babylon in Daniel’s day and God led them to come and bow down before this 

child Jesus. 

Well Jesus grew up under the shadow of Rome, living most of his life as a simple 

carpenter.  But when he was about thirty years old, Mark tells us, he “went into Galilee (a 

remote part of Palestine), proclaiming the good news of God.  ‘The time has come,’ he 

said, ‘The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news” (Mk. 1:15)!  The 

time had come.  It was the middle of Daniel’s fourth kingdom.  The kingdom of God was 

at hand.  And these peasant fishermen started rallying behind this man who claimed to be 

bringing it.  And as you follow Jesus’ ministry over the next three years he’s talking 

about the kingdom of God all the time.  In Luke 11:20 he says, “If I drive out demons by 

the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.”  Jesus claimed to be 

initiating the long awaited kingdom of God. 

 If you study the sweep of the Bible you’ll notice there’s a messianic crescendo.  

From the promise in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of the woman would one day crush Satan, 

to God’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7 that his throne would be established forever, to 

the vision of Nebuchadnezzar recorded in the book of Daniel of a kingdom set up by the 

God of heaven “that will never be destroyed,” there’s a building hope of a future 

deliverer that would set things right and bring about the rightful rule and reign of God 

over his creation. 

 Here comes Jesus, in the middle of the Roman empire, claiming that the time had 

come for the kingdom of God.  But there’s just one problem.  He’s not leading an army to 

conquer Rome and establish an empire over the whole world.  In fact, as we read on, he 

ends up getting himself killed by the Romans.  Woops.  Where’s this great kingdom of 

God?  Everyone’s hopes were up, but they seemed to be dashed.  Where is the fulfillment 

of the prophecy in Daniel of a rock crushing the statue? 

 Yet right up until the end of his earthly life Jesus was still insisting that he was 

bringing the kingdom.  As he stood before Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, he was 

asked, “Are you the king of the Jews” (Jn. 18:33).  “Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of 

this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.  But now 

my kingdom is from another place.’  ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate.  Jesus answered, 

‘You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I 

came into the world” (Jn. 18:36-37).  What’s going on here? 

 Do you recall what Nebuchadnezzar saw?  “A rock [that] was cut out, but not by 

human hands” (v. 34).  This kingdom was not of the same kind as the kingdoms of this 

world.  And, remember: “The rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and 

filled the whole earth” (v. 35).  What’s that mean?  It means this kingdom starts out 

small, like a rock, and then becomes big, like a mountain.  If you remember, Jesus 
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himself talked about this when he said, “‘What is the kingdom of God like?  What shall I 

compare it to?  It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden.  It 

grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches.’  Again he asked, 

‘What shall I compare the kingdom of God to?  It is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough’” (Lk. 13:18-21).  

The kingdom of God begins small and ends big.  That’s the point. 

 God revealed 600 years beforehand that in the time of the Roman empire he 

would set up his own kingdom that would crush every other kingdom and itself endure 

forever.  He would reign over a people that would eventually encompass the whole 

world.  But first things first: God’s people had to have their sin taken care of.  That was 

the first step.  In order to keep this from just being a kingdom like any other kingdom, 

humanity’s real problem had to be dealt with.  Even though it seemed like an ironic way 

to inaugurate a kingdom, Christ’s death on the cross paid for sin and made it possible for 

people to be part of God’s kingdom. 

 And three days later he came back to life victoriously and we read in Acts 1 that 

his followers asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?”  In other words, “Okay, now that you’re back from the dead, now are you going 

to lead a revolt against Rome and set up an empire based in Jerusalem.”  But Jesus 

answered, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 

(Acts 1:6-8).  And he leaves and goes up into heaven and two angels appear and say that 

he will one day come back.  And as we read the book of Acts we see the message of 

forgiveness and entrance into God’s kingdom proclaimed all over the Roman empire – 

churches springing up in Antioch and Lystra and Thessalonica and Athens and Corinth.  

The kingdom of God is expanding. 

 And today it’s everywhere – Asia, Australia, Europe, Africa, South America…  

Right now people are gathered to worship Jesus in underground churches in Beijing, in 

St. Petersburg in the former Soviet Union, in Kampala in Uganda, in small villages in 

Guatemala, in churches in Chicago.  Like a little yeast in a batch of dough, the kingdom 

of God is spreading, people are putting their faith in Jesus and having their sins forgiven 

and submitting to his benevolent rule in their life.  The kingdom is growing and one day 

Jesus will come back to consummate the kingdom, to destroy all other kingdoms once 

and for all, to punish evil, and to remake this cosmos so that his kingdom is all there is.  

As the book of Revelation puts it “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 

our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15).  The rock 

will be a huge mountain that will fill the whole earth. 

 

Conclusion 

 Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that “the great God has shown the king what will 

take place in the future.  The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy” (v. 45).  

And so history has proven it to be.  Nebuchadnezzar honored Daniel and his God, making 

him “ruler over the entire province of Babylon and [placing] him in charge of all its wise 

men” (v. 48).  Daniel even got his buddies a promotion too. 

 Looking at this story from our vantage point today we can see clearly that God’s 

kingdom has rolled in to human history!  All of this that was told beforehand through 



7 

Daniel has happened exactly as predicted!  It began ostensibly small, with a crucified 

Messiah on a Roman cross.  But on that cross Jesus was paying for the sins of his people, 

making them fit subjects for the great God of heaven.  He purchased forgiveness, 

freedom, justification, salvation, reconciliation with God.  And he rose again from the 

dead defeating death itself.  He commissioned his followers to proclaim this good news 

among all the nations and promised to return again someday to destroy all those who 

remain rebellious and remake this world so that the kingdom of God is all there is forever 

and ever. 

This is the plan for human history.  It is unfolding exactly as foretold.  What 

should our response be?  Have you seen that Pepsi commercial where this guy’s riding a 

Pepsi pinball through what looks to be the streets of San Francisco?  He’s holding on for 

the ride of his life.  That picture popped into my mind this week.  God’s kingdom has 

rolled in to human history; hop on!  Throw yourself into it.  And the thing about this 

kingdom is that it’s like a snowball.  It just keeps getting bigger and bigger and bigger 

and will eventually take over the whole world. 

Have you trusted Christ as your Savior and your King?  You can do that today.  

Confess your rebellion and accept Christ’s execution on your behalf and you will be 

“qualified to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light; you will be 

rescued from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the beloved 

Son, in whom you will have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (paraphrase of Col. 

1:12-14). 

If you’ve done that, have you hopped fully on board?  Have you let go of all else 

and thrown your whole life into this snowballing kingdom… or are you holding back, 

holding on to the world with one hand.  This world will pass away; God’s kingdom will 

endure into eternity.  God’s kingdom has rolled in to human history!  “Everyone who 

falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him” 

(Lk. 20:18), so let’s get on it! 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 What this meal symbolizes is how we get in to the kingdom… 

 

Benediction 
Give thanks to the Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because he has 

taken his great power and has begun to reign. – Revelation 11:17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 13, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 


