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Text 
In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not 

sleep. 
2 
So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had 

dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 
3 
he said to them, "I have had a dream that troubles 

me and I want to know what it means." 
4 
Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, "O king, live 

forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 
5 
The king replied to the astrologers, "This 

is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut 

into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 
6 
But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you 

will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me." 
7 

Once more they replied, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 
8 
Then the king 

answered, "I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly 

decided: 
9 
If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me 

misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know 

that you can interpret it for me." 
10 

The astrologers answered the king, "There is not a man on earth who 

can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any 

magician or enchanter or astrologer. 
11 

What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king 

except the gods, and they do not live among men." 
12 

This made the king so angry and furious that he 

ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 
13 

So the decree was issued to put the wise men to 

death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 
14 

When Arioch, the 

commander of the king's guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him 

with wisdom and tact. 
15 

He asked the king's officer, "Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?" Arioch 

then explained the matter to Daniel. 
16 

At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he 

might interpret the dream for him. 
17 

Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his 

friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 
18 

He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven 

concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of 

Babylon. 
19 

During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God 

of heaven 
20 

and said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 
21 

He 

changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge 

to the discerning. 
22 

He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells 

with him. 
23 

I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and power, you have 

made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king." 
24 

Then 

Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, 

"Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him." 
25 

Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, "I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can 

tell the king what his dream means." 
26 

The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to 

tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?" 
27 

Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or 

diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 
28 

but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries. 
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Introduction 
 “Gary Dahl, a California advertising man, was having drinks with his buddies one 
night in April 1975 when the conversation turned to pets.  As a lark, Mr. Dahl informed 
his friends that he considered dogs, cats, birds, and fish all a pain in the neck.  They made 
a mess; they misbehaved; they cost too much money.  He, on the other hand, had a pet 
rock, and it was an ideal pet – easy and cheap, and it had a great personality.  His buddies 
started to riff with the off-the-wall idea and pretty soon they were all tossing around the 
notion of a pet rock and all the things it was good for. 

“Dahl spent the next two weeks writing the Pet Rock Training Manual – a step-
by-step guide to having a happy relationship with your geological pet, including 
instructions for how to make it roll over and play dead and how to house train it….  To 
accompany the book, Dahl decided to actually create a Pet Rock.  He went to a builder’s 
supply store in San Jose and found the most expensive rock in the place – a Rosarita 
Beach Stone, which was a uniform size, rounded gray pebble that sold for a penny.  He 
packed the stone… in a gift box shaped like a pet carrying case, accompanied by the 
instruction book. 

“The Pet Rock was introduced at the August gift show in San Francisco… then in 
New York.  Neiman-Marcus ordered five hundred.  Gary Dahl sent out homemade news 
releases of himself accompanied by a picture that showed him surrounded by boxes of his 
Pet Rocks.  Newsweek did a half-page story about the nutty notion, and by the end of 
October Gary Dahl was shipping ten thousand Pet Rocks every day.  He appeared on 
“The Tonight Show,” twice….  A million rocks sold for $3.95 apiece in just a few 
months, and Gary Dahl – who decided from the beginning to make at least one dollar 
from every rock – had become an instant millionaire.”1 
 Why is that funny?  Because a rock is an inanimate object; you can’t have a 
relationship with it. 

How many of you have or had real pets?  Now was this just me or did anyone else 
have a wild imagination as a kid?  I used to have this suspicion that my dog or my cat 
might have special powers – a higher intelligence in the form of an animal body – and I 
would ask it questions and try to interpret the wags of its tail as a sign.  Anybody else 
have these thoughts? 
 I want to suggest that many people have views of God somewhat analogous to a 
pet.  To some, God or the God-force or the Real is like a pet rock – a good luck charm 
you carry with you or maybe some non-personal energy; a static, unresponsive entity 
that’s there, but impossible to really relate to.  To others, God or the gods are beings with 
some level of awareness and ability to communicate, but he/she/they are enigmatic, 
cryptic.  They speak through the stars or tarot cards.  In order to hear from them you have 
to contort your body or recite certain incantations.  In either case, God or the gods are no 
more than pets, small little deities with whom you are unable to have a genuine 
relationship. 
 True atheism is really rare today.  Spirituality is all the rage.  And contemporary 
spirituality is, believe it or not, not much different than the religious beliefs that 
dominated the Ancient Near East during the time of Israel’s exile, during the time of 
Daniel.  As we look at today’s text what we’re going to see are two vastly different 
systems of wisdom juxtaposed – two vastly different conceptions of who God is.  In 
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short, what we learn from this passage we’re looking at today is just this: The God of the 

Bible is Someone we can have a relationship with.  He’s not a pet we keep in a cage.  
And he’s not impersonal.  Our God is Someone we can have a relationship with. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
The Story 

 Very briefly, before we get into this story in Daniel’s life, I want to re-tell an 
earlier biblical story that would have been in the minds of those reading this story.  They 
would have said, “Hmmm, this is peculiarly familiar.”  It’s set over a thousand years 
earlier in the Egyptian empire.  It’s the story of Joseph and it’s found in Genesis starting 
in ch. 37.  Joseph, like Daniel, was a young man who found himself carted off to live 
within the world power of the day – Egypt.  And he found himself in the house of one of 
the Pharaoh’s officials.  He, like Daniel, fit in without blending in.  Joseph participated in 
certain Egyptian customs like shaving and when he died he was even embalmed!  Yet he 
remained morally pure.  When his master’s wife kept flirting with him, the text says, “he 
refused to go to bed with her or even be with her” (Gen. 39:10).  When she tried to 
seduce him, he fled, and she accused him of attempted rape, and he got thrown in prison. 
 “But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him” (39:20-21).  A 
couple guys in there had dreams and Joseph was able to interpret them.  One of the guys, 
Pharaoh’s cupbearer, was soon released, as Joseph predicted.  And sometime later when 
Pharaoh had a dream which none of his magicians or wise men could interpret, the 
cupbearer remembered Joseph in prison and Pharaoh called for him.  “Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, ‘I had a dream, and no one can interpret it.  But I have heard it said of you that 
when you hear a dream you can interpret it.’  ‘I cannot do it,’ Joseph replied to Pharaoh, 
‘but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires’” (41:15-16).  And Joseph gave the 
interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream.  It’s an interesting parallel to Daniel’s situation, isn’t 
it?  And the point is the same – it’s the wisdom that begins with the fear of the Lord vs. 
the pagan wisdom/the wisdom of this world; it’s the God of Israel vs. the false gods of 
the other nations… and there is something different about our God. 
 Well, let’s look more closely at Daniel’s story.  “In the second year of his 
reign…” (v. 1).  In the Babylonian way of reckoning a king’s tenure, the first full year of 
his reign was called “the year of accession.”  So then the second year would have been 
considered the first year, and the third year would have been considered the second year.  
So this is really the 3rd year that Nebuchadnezzar’s been king, which squares with what 
we said earlier about Daniel being carted off to Babylon during the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign as king – the year of accession – and he was in school for 3 
years.  So the events we’re looking at today happen right after Daniel and his three 
friends have graduated.  So now they’re officially members of the king’s court, part of 
the cadre of wise men.  And, remember, they’re still probably in their teens. 
 Verse 1 goes on to tell us that “Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was 
troubled and he could not sleep.”  Nebuchadnezzar is paranoid.  He has just conquered 
the world and something’s still missing.  He can’t sleep.  He’s restless.  Have any of you 
ever felt that way?  It reminds me of a John Mayer song that goes, “Something’s missing.  
And I don’t know how to fix it.  Something’s missing.  And I don’t know what it is.  No I 
don’t know what it is…  Friends (check).  Money (check).  Well slept (check).  Opposite 
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sex (check).  Guitar (check).  Microphone (check).  Messages waiting on me when I 
come home.”2  And yet something’s still missing.  This is where Nebuchadnezzar is, 
except for the “well slept” part.  He has conquered the world and yet he’s not happy.  
And in his turmoil, God is trying to get his attention.  He had a dream that clearly meant 
something.  And it was bugging him. 
 “So [he] summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell 
him what he had dreamed” (v. 2).  These are the people who have been trained to 
interpret what the gods might be communicating.  And like we said last week, they had a 
whole array of methods including things like extispicy (observing animal livers).  They 
also had instruction manuals for how to interpret dreams.  A key if you will.  The 
presence of certain elements in the dream indicated certain things.  They were supposed 
to have been able to decode messages from the gods from dreams.  But Nebuchadnezzar 
was tired of textbook answers.  There was something more to this.  He was cynical 
towards the whole system of interacting with the gods via textbooks and formulas.  He 
was disillusioned with this concept of God.  So he decided he was going to do something 
unheard of.  He wasn’t going to tell his wise men his dream and let them give him some 
pat answer.  He wanted them to tell him what his dream was… and then interpret it! 
 If they couldn’t do it, he was going to order them cut into pieces and have their 
houses destroyed.  This guy’s pretty fed up.  They said, “Uh… are you kidding?  C’mon, 
tell us the dream.”  Nebuchadnezzar insisted.  “The astrologers answered the king, ‘There 
is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks!  No king, however great and 
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer.  What the 
king asks is too difficult.  No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do 
not live among men” (vv. 10-11).  Did you catch that?  The gods are aloof, out there 
somewhere.  “We don’t know how to get them to tell us stuff like that!”  That’s not how 
they operated.  So Nebuchadnezzar ordered his chief commander Arioch, to fire his 
whole staff… Babylonian style, which means execute them.  This included Daniel and 
his three friends. 
 When Daniel hears of this from Arioch he goes right to Nebuchadnezzar and says, 
“I might be able to do something here.  Give me just a little more time.”  “Then Daniel 
[immediately] returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah” (v. 17).  So they must have lived together.  I’m all for single guys 
living with other guys in the church and single gals living with other gals.  I think it’s 
really important.  So did Daniel, obviously.  Daniel goes back to his pad and tells his 
roomies about this twist of events and what does he do?  “He urged them to plead for 
mercy from the God of heaven” (v. 18).  He asks them to pray with him.  And so they 
have a little prayer meeting in the living room.  Have you ever gathered a group of 
friends together to pray and seek God?  It’s been cool to hear stories of that very thing 
happening recently with some people in this church.  That’s awesome.  That’s how we’re 
supposed to live in community. 
 And when God’s people unite together and humbly seek God’s help, he hears.  
And he intervenes.  My best friend who’s planting a church right now in Kalispell, MT, 
called me this week to tell me that they had an all night prayer meeting the last Friday.  
The church had been having a rough time, people were backing out, as much as they had 
tried nobody new had joined them for several months, and they prayed all night Friday 
and on Sunday 8 new people showed up.  It was just an encouraging story of people 
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gathering for prayer to come before God desperately and to see him remind them that he 
hears and he cares and he answers prayer.  We read here that “during the night the 
mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision” (v. 19).  God showed Daniel what 
Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed and what it meant! 
 “Then Daniel praised the God of heaven” (v. 19) and he went to Arioch and told 
him to hold off on the cutting everyone to pieces and to take him to Nebuchadnezzar 
because he was going to tell him the dream and interpret it.  “Arioch took Daniel to the 
king at once and said, ‘I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the 
king what his dream means.’  The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), ‘Are you 
able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?’  Daniel replied, ‘No wise man, 
enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 
but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries” (vv. 25-28a).  There’s the main point 
– the Hebrew God is unique. 

The Babylonian sages and wise men operated under the idea that there are 
multiple gods who are distant and disconnected.  They’re capricious and cold.  You could 
only try to figure out what they were up to by unraveling secret codes hidden in animal 
livers and stars and peculiar events and dreams.  But Daniel says “there is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries” (v. 28).  The God of the Bible is Someone we can have 

a relationship with.  He’s someone we can talk to and who communicates to us.  This is 
an altogether different understanding. 
 
A Supreme Someone 

 First of all, let’s be clear what we mean by God.  There is a God in heaven.  He is 
not a pet.  He is not a local deity in charge of a limited territory.  He is not a specialized 
god that focuses on fertility or rain or love.  He is not something you can control or 
manipulate.  He is not something you can just take out when you need it.  He is not 
limited in knowledge or power.  He’s not a small, inconsequential, detached deity.  He is 
God of all.  He is the One, true God.  When the Bible talks about God, it is not referring 
to a spiritual energy that lives deep within your soul.  It is talking about a supreme being 
that lives high above everyone and everything else. 
 We have to make this clear today, because there are so many different 
conceptions of who God is.  Is he a field of positive energy?  Is he an inner light?  Is he a 
she?  But let’s look at how Daniel addresses God. 

• v. 20a – “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever.”  So God is glorious, 
praiseworthy, deserving of our worship and adoration.  God is also eternal, 
without beginning or end, for ever and ever. 

• v. 20b – “wisdom and power are his.”  God is omniscient, all-wise, knowing 
everything.  He’s also omnipotent, all-powerful, able to do anything. 

• v. 21a – “He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.”  
God is sovereign.  He’s in charge of this world – summer, winter, spring-time, 
and harvest; Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome.  The prophet Isaiah 
says, “He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers.  He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out 
like a tent to live in.  He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this 
world to nothing.  No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner 
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do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a 
whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff” (Is. 40:22-24). 

 
This is a big God, not some puny little pet we just need to keep our eyes on to make sure 
he doesn’t pee on our couch or eat the pillows.  This God, the God of the Bible is large 
and in charge.  He is God in heaven.  He is supreme.  He is infinite.  There is none like 
him. 
 
We Can Relate to God 
 And yet, if that’s not mind blowing enough, he is knowable.  He’s not just a God 
out there somewhere.  He’s not a pet rock.  He’s not an inanimate idol whose tummy you 
rub for good luck.  He’s not some non-descript, impersonal force that can zap you or that 
you can tap into like electricity; a generic power you just have to learn to harness.  And 
neither is God like a cat or a dog that tells you a storm is coming by barking twice and 
chasing its tail three times.  He doesn’t work that way.  He isn’t distant and enigmatic.  
You don’t pacify him with treats and merely watch him for signals to see if something 
bad is going to happen.  He’s Someone you can have a relationship with. 
 In the OT this trying-to-relate-to-God-the-way-the-pagans-do was forbidden.  
God didn’t want to be related to like that; that’s not who he is.  In Dt. 18:9-14 Moses 
says, “When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate 
the detestable ways of the nations there.  Let no one be found among you… who 
practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or 
who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.  Anyone who does these things is 
detestable to the Lord….  The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice 
sorcery or divination.  But as for you, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do so.  
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you…”  So God 
didn’t speak in codes or omens.  He spoke through prophets, in plain words, calling 
people to relate with him.  He revealed himself and his will clearly through Moses and 
others.  He had a relationship with his people. 
 Now he did speak from time to time through dreams.  One thinks of Jacob’s 
dream in Gen. 28 where he saw a ladder to heaven with angels ascending and descending 
and the Lord came and spoke to him.  But even then it was a very personal encounter.  
The Lord said, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring 
you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you” 
(28:15).  There’s this covenant relationship demonstrated here.  You see other dreams 
like this in the OT (cf. 1Kings 3:5) and also in the NT – think of all the times the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph, Jesus’ dad, in a dream. 

Do you ever have dreams where God speaks to you?  I don’t normally.  My 
dreams are usually about showing up to preach and not having prepared or just wearing 
my underwear.  But just this week I had a dream that I heard on the news about a 
prominent, successful evangelical pastor whose wife left him.  And I woke up with an 
immediate sense that I needed to protect and focus on my marriage, because I’d rather 
have the church fail than my marriage fail. 
 The point is: God is personal.  He is someone you can relate with.  He is God in 
heaven and he reveals things to people.  He communicates with us!  Daniel and his three 
friends could pray to him, plead with him, pour their hearts out to him and he responded 
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to them.  So Daniel declared, “I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have 
given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you 
have made known to us the dream of the king” (v. 23).  They have a relationship with 
God in heaven.  It’s not just a textbook knowledge of God.  It’s intimate.  It was a real, 
genuine relationship with a living, personal being.  As Tremper Longman points out, “[In 
the biblical conception of things understanding God] is not a lesson to be learned, but a 
relationship to be enjoyed.  Daniel’s wisdom, contrary to that of the learned Babylonian 
astrologers, did not come from books of dream interpretation; instead, it came from a 
conversation, a prayer, with God himself….  True wisdom is not the result of years of 
reading or even living life; rather, true wisdom is the result of a relationship, a 
relationship with the God who created and rules over the world.”3 
 Our God is Someone we can have a relationship with.  He’s not like the gods 
of the Egyptians or the Babylonians and he’s far different from the many different 
creative conceptions of god floating around today.  He is supreme, the one true God who 
rules everything and yet we can have a relationship with him. 
 
How to Have a Relationship with God 
 How?  How can we have a relationship with this supreme God?  This is the 
ultimate mystery which Paul in the NT says “has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the saints” (Col. 1:26), “namely, Christ” (Col. 2:2).  
Jesus is the way we can have a relationship with God.  God is the revealer of mysteries 
and has ultimately revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ.  Because God is infinite and 
sheer perfection he cannot be with finite sinners like us.  We are his enemies, under his 
wrath, alienated from him.  But because of Jesus’ death on our behalf we have been 
reconciled, justified, forgiven.  “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand” 
(Rom. 5:1-2).  “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God” (1Pet. 3:18). 
 God is a relational God.  He didn’t wind up the world and then step back and let it 
go.  He is interested and involved.  He made human beings to know him and enjoy him 
forever, to be in relationship with him.  But our rebellion against God has put up a wall, a 
barrier between us and him so he feels distant, disconnected, irrelevant, unresponsive.  
But God demonstrated his love by sending his Son to live a perfect life, die a 
substitutionary death, and restore people to fellowship with him.  When we lay claim to 
this by faith we enter into a relationship with the God of heaven. 
 You don’t have to sit in a certain position or repeat certain mantras or check your 
horoscope everyday.  That’s not how he works.  It’s not about doing certain things to 
placate God, certain duties like coming to church or giving money.  You don’t relate to 
God by reading the Bible like it’s merely an owners’ manual for life.  It’s so much more 
than that.  The Bible is the authoritative, inerrant witness to Christ, from cover to cover.  
It’s the revelation of the mystery of God to us.  Here he has revealed himself.  Here we 
hear God’s voice calling us into a relationship with him through his Son.  Through these 
inspired words we are convicted of our sin, but also informed and assured of God’s grace, 
that he loves us on account of Christ.  Here we find God’s great and precious promises 
that he will never leave us or forsake us.  Here he speaks to us and beckons us to draw 
near to him through Jesus in awe and dependence and delight. 
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Conclusion 

Do you have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  You can!  That’s the 
good news!  If you confess to him your sin, believe that Christ died for it on the cross, he 
will accept you as his own, lavish his love upon you.  You can be assured that you will be 
with him forever, that he is not angry with you or unconcerned, but that you are God’s 
beloved, his son or daughter, and you can begin the most significant relationship you’ll 
ever have – a relationship with the God of heaven!  I encourage you to begin that 
relationship today. 

To some of you this may sound so basic – God is Someone you can have a 

relationship with – but isn’t it so amazing?  How is your relationship with God?  Has it 
grown cold, mechanical, sporadic?  I don’t want this sermon to just be dumping 
information on you, teaching you words like extispicy or even doctrines like God is a 

personal being.  I hope and pray that by being reminded of this simple truth that God is 

Someone you can have a relationship with you will be drawn to him more and sense 
him calling you into deeper intimacy with him.  I pray that you would truly know that 
God is so much better than a pet rock or cat.  I pray that you would find him to be the 
greatest companion your soul could ever have; the closest friend; the One you live for; 
the One who brings meaning and significance to your life; the One whose “love is better 
than life” (Ps. 63:3); the One who brings more joy and satisfaction than anything or 
anyone else ever could.  I pray that your heart would blurt out with the Psalmist, “Among 
the gods there is none like you, O Lord” (Ps. 86:8). 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 One of the ways that we keep our relationship with God fresh is through eating 
this meal we call the Lord’s Table.  On the night right before Jesus laid down his life for 
us he took bread and wine and ate it with his friends and told them to continue to do this 
afterwards in remembrance of the death that he died to atone for sins and make it possible 
for people to have a relationship with God… 
 
Benediction 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, give you the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, so that you may know him better. – Eph. 1:17 

 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 6, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 
find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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