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Text 
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal 

family and the nobility-- 
4
 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every 

kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to 

teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 
5
 The king assigned them a daily amount of food 

and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the 

king's service. 
6
 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 

7
 The chief 

official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, 

Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 
8
 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 

wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 
9
 Now God had caused 

the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, 
10

 but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the 

king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young 

men your age? The king would then have my head because of you." 
11

 Daniel then said to the guard whom 

the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 
12

 "Please test your servants 

for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 
13

 Then compare our appearance 

with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you 

see." 
14

 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
15

 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier 

and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 
16

 So the guard took away their 

choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 
17

 To these four young men 

God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could 

understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 
18

 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 
19

 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's service. 
20

 In every matter of wisdom 

and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the 

magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 
21

 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King 

Cyrus. 

 
Introduction 

Last week we set the stage for Daniel by talking about empires and exiles.  World 
history is characterized by the rise and fall of empires and that is the context for this 
book.  Does anyone remember the 5 major empires (in order) that are of prime 
importance for this book?  Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman.  This book 
begins as Nebuchadnezzar has just defeated the Assyrian Empire.  And around the same 
time he makes Judah into a vassal state.  But if you look closely, we see that it was really 
God who was behind it all.  “The Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into 
[Nebuchadnezzar’s] hand” (v. 2).  This will be the overarching theme of this book.  God 
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is sovereign.  He’s responsible for the rise and fall of empires.  He’s behind world 
history. 

But we mentioned last week that the God of all, is strangely the God of the small.  
Throughout the storyline of the Bible, God’s people repeatedly find themselves living 
under the shadow of the empire – as a marginalized people surrounded by a hostile 
culture.  In a word, God’s people live in constant exile.  That’s the normative experience 
for God’s people, even in the New Testament.  We are exiles.  As we see in today’s text 
when Nebuchadnezzar took some of the articles of the temple in Jerusalem he also took 
some of the Israelite nobility back to Babylon with him.  One of them was a guy named 
Daniel.  How would Daniel and those with him live as God’s people in the midst of a 
foreign land?  How would they remain a distinct people and not get swallowed up by 
Babylonian culture?  How would they remain faithful to their God in the midst of the 
worship of other gods?  Should they separate and have nothing to do with anything even 
remotely Babylonian?  Or should they loosen up and adapt and assimilate? 

I hope you see that these are the questions we face today.  Maybe you’re 
considering Christianity, but you think that means you’d have to boycott Disney and 
make all your own clothes; or maybe you think Christians are largely just like everybody 
else: greedy, self-seeking, and cliquish.  Or maybe you’re a Christian but you feel guilty 
for working as a computer engineer instead of being a missionary to Argentina and you 
feel an obligation to listen to Christian rock instead of Coldplay or Gwen Stefani; or 
maybe you get annoyed at other Christians who seem overly uptight and warn you 
against being worldly.  What does it really mean to be a Christian?  Do you live in a 
cocoon or look like a chameleon?  Neither.  In short, the lesson we’re going to learn from 
Daniel 1 this morning is just this: God’s people should fit in without blending in. 

 
Let’s pray… 
 
Fitting In 
 Let’s look at the story.  Verse 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s chief of staff, Ashpenaz, is 
supposed to scout out some of the recently captured Israelites from the royal family and 
the nobility.  Verse 4 – he’s supposed to find the crème de la crème, young men with 
potential: capable, good looking, smart, ideal candidates for the king’s court.  Now v. 6 
tells us that Daniel and his three friends (Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah) are part of this 
incoming class.  Maybe I had heard this before, but it hadn’t dawned on me that when it 
says “young men” in v. 4, it’s really referring to young men.  Daniel may have been no 
older than thirteen at the time he was forced to go live in Babylon and selected to be part 
of a special school for Babylonian elites.  Chapter 1 begins with the historical marker, “In 
the third year of the reign of Johoiakim king of Judah,” which was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.  And look really quickly at how chapter 1 ends, “And Daniel 
remained there until the first year of King Cyrus” (v. 21).  Cyrus was the leader of the 
what?  The Persians.  So Daniel’s life spanned the entire life of the Babylonian empire, 
605-539 B.C., so some 66 years.  He must have been pretty young when he was taken.  
So keep in mind: we’re talking about teenagers here! 
 Ashpenaz’s job, it says at the end of v. 4, “was to teach them the language and 
literature of the Babylonians.”  Verse 5 says it was a three year training period, “and after 
that they were to enter the king’s service.”  Part of the reason for this was practical.  
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Nebuchadnezzar was now the leader of the world’s sole superpower – he needed a court 
whose size was commensurate with such status; an expanding empire needed an 
expanding bureaucracy.  But this move was also symbolic.  Not only had he gained 
political power over his conquered foes, but he took their most promising youth and 
enrolled them in a thoroughgoing curriculum of Babylonization.  He wanted to replace 
their culture with his own. 
 If you want to assert your cultural dominance you impose your language.  So it 
says, “He was to teach them the language… of the Babylonians” (v. 4), which was 
Akkadian.  And knowing the language of the empire the Hebrew youth were also 
inculcated in the literature of Babylon – its great stories like the Atrahasis Epic, Enûma 

Elish, and the Epic of Gilgamesh.  But it was more than just this.  The literature of 
Babylon, especially that corpus which was deemed important for the king’s court, 
included texts on divination – deciphering omens.  They had to learn how to do figure out 
what the gods where saying and the Babylonian gods, unlike the Hebrew God, didn’t 
speak very clearly.  They were supposed to have revealed their will and the fateful 
outcome of future events through dreams and visions, through the stars, through unusual 
flight patterns of birds, and (this is my favorite) through the shape of animal livers.  
Here’s a fun word – extispicy.  I learned that in my ANE Backgrounds class in grad 
school.  It simply refers to killing animals and feeling their livers and learning how to 
discern what the gods were saying through however the liver might be shaped. 
 This is the kind of stuff that Daniel and Hananiah and Mishael and Azariah would 
have been taught about.  They learned the “language and the literature of the 
Babylonians.”  And in so doing they were instructed in the worldview of the 
Babylonians. 
 But there was more to the enculturation process.  Look at verse 7.  They were 
given new names.  Now especially in these cultures a person’s name contained their 
identity and was fraught with meaning.  Daniel means, “Elohim is my judge.”  Elohim is 
one of the Hebrew names for God.  Daniel was given the name Belteshazzar, which 
means, “May Bel protect his life.”  Bel is one of the gods of Babylon.  Hananiah means, 
“Yahweh is gracious.”  Yahweh is the personal name of the God in the Bible.  Hananiah 
(“Yahweh is gracious”) was replaced with Shadrach (“Aku is exalted;” Aku is the 
Babylonian moon god).  Mishael means, “Who is what Elohim is?” while Meshach 
means, “Who is what Aku is?”  And Azariah means, “Yahweh is my helper,” but 
Abednego means, “The servant of Nebo,” Nebo being another Babylonian deity.”1  This 
was a full out, blatant attempt to make these Hebrew teenagers into Babylonians. 
 And, get this… it’s not clear, but there’s some evidence that those who were 
preparing to enter the king’s service would have made eunuchs.  Some Rabbinic and 
early Christian traditions assert that Daniel was castrated.  There was a prophecy by 
Isaiah to Jehoiakim’s great-great grandfather Hezekiah that “some of your descendants, 
your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will 
become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon” (Is. 39:7).  One commentator says, 
“In the final analysis, we cannot be certain.”2  But I think I’ve figured out the answer to 
this question on my own.  I think this might explain why, as we’re going to see, Daniel 
and his three friends, would ask for only vegetables… and be able to thrive on that!  
What full-fledged man would decline meat and ask for vegetables?  I think they were 
eunuchs.  You know what I mean? 
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 So Daniel and his three friends found themselves right in the middle of Babylon, 
this pagan society, and were selected to an elite government internship where they were 
immersed in the culture and confronted with different gods.  But here’s the thing: they 
didn’t resist!  Up to this point we see them going along with the whole thing.  They 
enrolled in the program, they learned the language, they read the literature, they went 
along with the names.  Let’s just pause right here and reflect on this.  There would have 
been a real pull for these conquered exiles to just stick together in this foreign land, 
claiming God’s promises that he would take care of them as a people and restore them 
and resisting all pressures to conform or assimilate. 
 In fact, this is exactly what happened a few years later in 597 B.C. when 
Nebuchadnezzar went into Judah and carted off more people.  The people thought this 
was just going to be temporary and false prophets were predicting that they were going to 
go home very soon and should isolate themselves and stay separate while they were in 
Babylon.  Turn to Jeremiah 29.  Jeremiah writes the exiles in Babylon a letter and says: 
 

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and 
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, 
so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number there; 
do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I 
have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, 
you too will prosper.” 

 
They were not supposed to live in a ghetto, but to settle down there, put down roots, build 
homes, work for the good of the city, pray for the prosperity of the city, be a part of the 
city. 
 There are Christians today who sing, “This earth is not my home, I’m just a 
passing through…,” which has a real element of truth to it, but take that to mean we just 
wait it out, stay pure and untainted by the big, bad world and soon we’ll be going to 
heaven, then we’ve missed the point.  The goal becomes merely standing firm against the 
temptations of the world by staying separate.  Have Christian friends, work Christian 
jobs, listen to Christian music, read Christian books, watch Christian movies, send your 
kids to Christian schools, and fill all your time with Christian activities.  That’s the 
Christian life. 
 An extreme version of this is the Amish.  Did you know if you drive a couple 
hours into Indiana you can visit one of the largest Amish communities in the country?  
It’s a great little vacation spot.  But this separatist mindset is not just in the Amish.  We 
might find ourselves thinking this way too.  But I don’t think it’s the Bible’s teaching.  I 
think God’s people should, in a sense, fit in.  When Jesus prayed for his church he said, 
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world” (Jn. 17:15).  Look at Jesus!  He 
was a man who hung out with prostitutes and livened up parties by turning water into 
wine.  It was the religious separatists – the Pharisees – that he had the most problems 
with and that accused him of being “a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and ‘sinners’” (Lk. 7:34). 
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 Look at Daniel.  He learned Akkadian, studied Babylonian literature, took on a 
Babylonian name, and trained to be a leader in the Babylonian government.  I think here 
we have permission, maybe even a mandate, to watch our cultures’ movies, read its 
books, study its art, listen to its music.  I remember as a teenager getting my first CD 
player and joining BMG and getting one of those deals – 10 CDs for the price of 1.  And 
I got The Eagles, Steve Miller Band, and some other ones I can’t remember now.  But one 
summer after a church camp I felt like I had to get rid of all my secular music… so I gave 
it all to one of my Christian friends.  But when I went to Christian college the fall of my 
freshman year my roommate had all kinds of music including The Eagles and others… 
and it was good music… and I was like… can you do that?  I think you can. 
 What about working secular jobs?  Is that somehow less godly than being a pastor 
or working for a Christian ministry?  No.  Should Daniel have been a prophet instead of a 
government official?  No.  In fact, Christians are supposed to work in secular jobs.  
We’re not supposed to cloister ourselves off from the world, but get into it.  Go into all 
the nations.  Work for the welfare of the city; contribute to its economy; participate in its 
government; go to secular colleges and universities and train for four years to be an 
engineer or a programmer or a graphic designer, even though it means being exposed to 
the culture’s worldview and having it crammed down your throat in some instances and 
encountering the culture’s gods of money and sex and power.  The answer is not to run 
away and hide ourselves in a little holy huddle.  Ultimately you can’t avoid culture.  Tim 
Keller describes it like rain.  Even if you try to hide yourself under an umbrella, you still 
get wet.  It’s impossible to entirely avoid culture.  But God expects his people as exiles to 
learn the language of the culture, to know its stories and myths and ways of thinking, to 
be up to speed on its hopes and dreams and fears and questions; to work in the world and 
rub shoulders with those who don’t worship our God and contribute to the society.  
Christians aren’t supposed to be back-woods, grew up in a cave, fun is bad, PG is off 
limits, self-righteous hermits.  We should fit in, to some extent. 
 
Drawing the Line 

 However, that being said, look at v. 8 in Daniel 1.  “But Daniel resolved not to 
defile himself with the royal food and wine.”  Part of the program meant you had a free 
meal plan.  Verse 5 – “The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the 
king’s table.”  For some reason, Daniel decided to draw the line here.  Why?  I’m not 
entirely sure.  It could have been that the food that was offered was unclean according to 
OT food laws and would have “defiled” him in that sense.  But the OT doesn’t say 
anything about wine being off limits.  It could have been that the food from the king’s 
table was offered previously to Babylonian gods and Daniel didn’t want to have anything 
to do with that.  But the vegetables would have probably been offered to the idols as well.  
We’re not exactly sure why Daniel drew the line here, but the main point is, I think, that 
Daniel drew a line.  If we can’t get all the way inside Daniel’s head and figure out what it 
was in that culture that made eating this meat and drinking this wine going too far, we 
can at least deduce the principle that you can go too far. 
 God’s people should fit in without blending in.  Daniel knew that it was 
important to retain a distinction and he also wanted to give an opportunity to show the 
uniqueness of his God, the one true God.  He wanted to remain holy.  He resolved not to 
eat any of the king’s cuisine.  Notice, he resolved.  One translation puts it, “He purposed 
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in his heart.”  You’ve got to “purpose in your heart,” to not do certain things; you can’t 
just make spur of the moment decisions.  Holiness requires acting on principle.  He made 
up his mind not to cross this line and asked Ashpenaz for permission not to eat the king’s 
meat.  The official denied his request because he didn’t want him to be malnourished 
because then he’d get in trouble with Nebuchadnezzar.  But Daniel was determined.  
Holiness requires determination.  He stuck to his principles.  He arranged with one of the 
guards to test him and his three friends for ten days and see if they thrived on a vegetarian 
diet.  Notice Daniel was not alone.  He brought his three friends in on it.  As one person I 
read said, “It is almost impossible for anyone to maintain any vital faith in God and a 
strong witness to his ways in life, apart from the strength, wisdom, and fellowship that 
comes from within a community.”3  Holiness requires community.  You’ve got to have 
other people in your life keeping you accountable. 
 So these young exiles in Babylon didn’t isolate themselves and live like Amish 
and have nothing to do with the Babylonian culture.  But at the same time they 
recognized the danger of conforming entirely to the culture they found themselves in, of 
being absorbed right into the whole Babylonian way of life and thought.  The dilemma 
every Christian and every community of God’s people will face in every time and place 
and culture is how to cooperate without compromise.  Obviously there are certain things 
that are absolutely off limits, certain activities that Christians morally can’t participate in 
– lying, stealing, killing, cheating; a career as a pimp would obviously be precluded; so 
would making a living as a Mafia hit-man. 
 But even more than that, sin has infiltrated and permeated and tainted and seeped 
into every aspect of every culture.  Every culture is fallen.  The Bible speaks of the world 
as a hostile place to God.  Christians are admonished “that friendship with the world is 
hatred toward God” (James 4:4).  And in Romans 12:2 Paul warns believers – “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.”  We are called to have our minds renewed; to see things through God’s 
perspective; to look at the world through the lens of Scripture and not to just go along 
with the flow.  Our culture today is deeply fallen and antithetical to God.  It’s just as 
pluralistic as Babylon was in 600 B.C.  Our culture constantly tries to find satisfaction in 
kinkier sex, more extreme sports, more extravagant goodies, etc…  Such idolatry is in the 
air we breathe. 
 And as those who claim to have found ultimate satisfaction in Christ, we are 
forced to draw a line in our engagement with culture and say, “I won’t go there.  I’m 
different.”  We have to remain distinct; we can’t look exactly like the fallen world around 
us.  Like I said, that line is firmly drawn for us in some places by the Bible.  But there are 
also a lot of places where it’s not clearly marked for us.  That line is different for 
everybody.  What would defile you?  I can’t make universal rules for everybody – 
nobody can watch R rated movies, if you spend more than $20,000 on a car then you’re 
materialistic, a job that makes you work 50 hours a week is okay but anything over that is 
wrong...  But I can say that if nothing embarrasses you, if nothing makes you feel dirty 
anymore, if nothing strikes you as unacceptable, then something is wrong.  You’ve most 
likely blended right in with the world. 
 Where are those lines for you?  There have to be lines that you resolve not to 
cross.  And I want to suggest that the key question in drawing them is not, “How far back 
can I draw the line to make sure I’m okay?”  It’s not, “What can I get away with?”  But 
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rather, “What will bring me and others closer to God?”  What will bring me and others 
closer to God?  That’s what it’s all about.  Does this beauty in the beat of this music aid 
my joy in God?  Does the depiction of sin in this movie make me hate sin more and relish 
what God has saved me from more?  Does watching two hours of TV every night make 
me numb and feel spiritually drained so that it’s harder to be interested in the things of 
God?  Do certain images stick in my head and I can’t get them out and it makes my 
struggle with lust harder?  Does this activity somehow bring me closer to God?  And does 
it bring others closer to God?  Does my participation in this help me or harm me in 
demonstrating Christ?  Does reading this book/watching this movie/listening to this song 
help me understand where people are coming from better so that I can better relate the 
awesome truths of the gospel to them?  Does refraining from something get people’s 
attention and make them curious – “Why does he have such a small TV;” or “Why 
doesn’t she get all decked out with a tight shirt and a low neckline for the office Holiday 
Party like all the other women?”  Stuff like that.  It’s all about God.  Not rules or 
regulations or self-righteousness.  What will bring me and others closer to him? 
 
The Result 
 This is how Daniel was thinking.  To eat the king’s food would have made him 
feel defiled.  Plus, not eating it gave him an opportunity stand out and display to these 
people in this fallen, idolatrous culture that there was something to his God.  Daniel 
recognized that he had a unique opportunity to show people the reality of his God.   He 
took the job, read the books, entered the culture, but his aim was that God would be 
glorified in the court of the pagan king Nebuchadnezzar.  What an amazing opportunity!  
And that’s exactly what happened.  The guard agreed to the ten-day test.  And, miracle of 
miracles, “at the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any 
of the young men who ate the royal food” (v. 15).  God intervened!  Can you imagine?  
Only vegetables!?  It was truly a miracle that they were still healthy. 
 God gave Jehoiakim into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar (v. 2).  God gave Daniel 
favor in Ashpenaz’s eyes (v. 9).  God showed up and showed himself mighty by making 
Daniel and his three friends healthier than everyone else after ten days of only vegetables.  
And then we read in v. 17, “To these four young men God gave knowledge and 
understanding of all kinds of literature and learning.  And Daniel could understand 
visions and dreams of all kinds.”  God’s sovereignty is displayed all over this story.  
“[Daniel] not only took the class, he graduated summa cum laude!”4  At the end of the 
three years we see in v. 19 that king Nebuchadnezzar “found none equal to Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.  In every matter of 
wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.” 

God honors faithfulness to him that seeks to fit in without blending in.  And 
when we do that others will sit up and take notice.  That doesn’t mean that there won’t be 
times of persecution – we’ll get to that in Daniel.  But God will guide you through the 
messiness of being in the world but not of it.  And as we’ll continue to see in Daniel, it 
gives you a platform to show to the world the unmatched glory of our God. 
 
Conclusion 
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Our vision at this church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

satisfaction in Christ.  We want to be a holy people, a set-apart people, a distinct people.  
That’s how the apostle Peter describes the church in 1 Peter 2 – “But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.”  Why?  So that we 
can live in a bubble?  No, so that “you may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which war against your soul.”  Does that mean we will avoid all contact and 
involvement with the fallen culture we find ourselves exiles in?  No.  He says in the very 
next breath, “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us” 
(1Pet. 2:9-12). 

God’s people should fit in without blending in.  There’s a helpful little book I 
read once by a guy named Dick Staub titled, Too Christian Too Pagan: How to Love the 

World without Falling for It.  I would recommend it.  Here are some of the chapter titles: 
“Love the World,” “Be a True Friend,” “Go to the Party,” “Listen to the Music,” “See the 
Movie,” “Read the Books.”  His whole premise is that as followers of Christ we should 
follow him into the world and he says, “Paradoxically, in my experience those who 
wholeheartedly embark on this path will end up seeming both too Christian for their 
pagan friends and too pagan for their Christian friends.”5  That’s the balancing act Daniel 
challenges us too.  There’s a church in Seattle that I think navigates this really well.  
Some ultra-conservative Christians think they’re too liberal and liberal non-Christians are 
greatly offended by them because they unashamedly teach that (as their website states), 
“Sin is the problem, Jesus is the answer, the Bible is true, and Hell is hot.”  But yet they 
also state on their website, “[Our church] is in favor of good beer (in moderation), great 
sex (in marriage), and even tattoos (Jesus has one).” 

 
 One commentator I read this week put it this way, and I don’t think I could say it 

much better: 
 

We are reassured that the Daniel who lives at court, stands by the side of 
the king, and serves the empire, is one who has taken his stand and kept 
himself pure; and we are challenged about our own willingness to accept 
an involvement in the world, but to recognize that there are points at 
which we have to draw a line.  We are called to be citizens of two worlds, 
neither surrendering one citizenship by assimilation nor surrendering the 
other by forming a ghetto.6 

 
Some of you need to be given permission and maybe even pushed out into the 

world.  Rub shoulders with the lost, figure out what makes them tick, feel okay working 
in the secular world.  This is where you really grow closer to God and how else are you 
going to be able to show others that Jesus really satisfies?  But I also believe that some of 
you need to be challenged to evaluate your life and ask, “How do I look any different 
than the person in the cubicle next to me who doesn’t have faith in Jesus?”  “I don’t feel 
uneasy at all working in the real world and watching movies and all the other stuff 
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everybody else does.”  Do your friends, neighbors, coworkers, classmates know that you 
are a Christian?  Why not?  It’s a fine line to walk be between legalism and 
licentiousness.  But that’s what we’re talking about.  As God’s people in Chicago in the 

21
st
 century we should fit in without blending in. 

 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Benediction 

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 
forevermore!  Amen. – Jude 1:24-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 29, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 
find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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