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Introduction 
 Several weeks ago I  tuned into NPR and heard a segment they do called This I 

Believe
1
 where ordinary people can read a short essay they wrote about their spiritual 

beliefs.  This was National Public Radio!  Actually, matters of spirituality show up quite 

frequently nowadays on public radio and public television and among the pop 

intelligentsia.  Modern, Darwinian naturalism is no longer the philosophy de jour; we live 

in an era of rampant supernaturalism.  People are open to the idea of something more, but 

more often than not what’s articulated is a vague, generic spirituality or an 

unsubstantiated, feel-good moralism; God-talk is in, but everyone’s definition of God 

differs.  If only we weren’t left in the darkness of our own speculations.  If only God had 

told us what he was like… 

 Well, he has!  God has spoken.  Ultimately in his Son, Jesus (see Heb. 1:1-3).  

And who Jesus is, why he came, what he did is revealed to us in the pages of Scripture.  

It’s the Bible that tells us what is true about God and humanity and all of reality.  Without 

it we would be left to our own hunches and guesses. 

And so we here in this community devote ourselves to listening to God’s voice in 

Scripture.  When we gather as a large group on Sundays we take time to listen to the 

Word of God proclaimed.  We preach straight through whole books of the Bible.  I try 

my best not to preach my own ideas about God, but simply explain and expound on what 

he has said about himself in Scripture.  For about 2.5 years we soaked ourselves in 

Luke’s Gospel, Luke’s researched account of Jesus’ birth, life, teachings, death, 

resurrection, and ascension.  We learned what Jesus said and did in his earthly life. 

Then, a year ago last August, we began a detailed look together at Luke’s sequel – 

The Acts of the Apostles or Acts for short.  Here Luke told us what Jesus continued to do 

after his ascension through his Spirit enlivening his mystical body on earth – the church.  

It’s a book that tells us what life should be like for those who have encountered God in 

Christ.  Again, we are not left in the dark.  God has spoken.  He has revealed his will to 

us.  We need not look anywhere else.  And I don’t know about you, but I’ve thoroughly 

loved our time in the book of Acts!  It’s been better than I expected.  There’s so much 

here for how we understand life as part of God’s people. 

47 sermons later we’ve finished our slow-paced trek throughout Acts and what I 

want to do today, before we move on to another book of the Bible, is preach the whole 
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book of Acts in one sermon – a fast-paced overview/review of this exciting book.  I want 

you to get the overall thrust of this whole book and be reminded of all the amazing truths 

we’ve seen together during our time in it.  Follow along with me.  This is going to be a 

reminder for those who have been here all or part of the last year.  For those who have 

not, if something grabs your attention, you can go back and listen to or read more about it 

online. 

 

But first, let’s pray… 
 

The Story of Acts 
 We started off in Acts 1:1-11 with an invitation to be part of something big – the 

spread of Christ’s church from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 

earth.  We saw that Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension started something 

big that he will one day come back and finish and we can be a part of it.  This 

Christianity thing is a movement; it’s something big.  All of us yearn to be part of 

something bigger than ourselves and it doesn’t get any bigger than the cause of Christ – 

the growth of his kingdom through his church.  Have you caught that vision in our time in 

Acts or do you still feel like you’re spinning your wheels in a meaningless little world of 

work, weekend, work, weekend, work, weekend…? 

 In Acts 1:12-26 we got real practical and saw that when you’re walking closely 

with God there is a way to make good decisions in life with confidence and peace.  

Luke shows us the first apostles obediently waiting around in Jerusalem, praying (prayer 

has been a recurring theme in this book), and choosing a successor for Judas.  If we’re 

diligent in prayer, accountable to a community, soaked in Scripture, resting in God’s 

sovereignty, and using common sense we can move forward confidently with decisions, 

trusting God to take care of the rest. 

 Then in Acts 2 all heaven broke lose and the small prayer meeting in Jerusalem 

exploded with power.  There we saw that in this age God gives his church the Holy 

Spirit to enable them to do what is seemingly impossible, namely to bring others into 

the kingdom of God.  The Spirit of God was poured out on the disciples and they began 

to speak in other languages so that people from other countries could understand them in 

their own tongue.  And their words had power and a sense of the holy filled the city and 

God anointed Peter’s words as he called people to repent and put their faith in Jesus and 

roughly 3,000 people were baptized and joined the church that day.  Today, just like then, 

God’s reality can only break forth by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Oh how we need a 

fresh outpouring of the Spirit of God upon us to enable us to reach our generation with 

the good news of Jesus! 

 At the end of chapter 2 we got an informative glimpse into what that first 

Christian community looked like – a pattern for what all churches should be like.  We 

saw that the Christian church should be the venue where the kind of real community 

we all long for deep down takes place.  There were ten things that characterized the 

early church: 

 

(1) Biblical Teaching/Authority 

(2) Fellowship 

(3) The Lord’s Table 
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(4) Prayer 

(5) Communal Sense of Awe 

(6) Miracles 

(7) Interdependence 

(8) Quality Time 

(9) Worship 

(10) Evangelism 

 

When those ten things are present, what you have is the kind of community that can be 

experienced nowhere else.  Oh how, I want Immanuel to be that kind of place – a real, 

genuine, intimate, safe, loving, God-filled, community! 

 But in chapter 3 we were reminded that real community, contrary to what we 

might think, is not inward focused.  On account of Christ (who he is and what he did), 

the church has something vital to offer to the world.  Peter and John, going about their 

life in the world, encounter a beggar and though they cannot offer him money they offer 

him healing in Jesus’ name.  Others became interested and so Peter shares the gospel with 

them – a message for everyone; the greatest message ever; a message entrusted to the 

church to offer the world. 

 In Acts 4:1-22 Peter and John encounter their first real opposition to this message; 

they’re arrested by the Jewish leadership.  The fact of the matter is that in offering the 

world the good news that they can know their Maker, many will object.  Yet we saw that 

despite the risk of opposition people need to hear and consider the claim that Jesus 

is the only hope for humanity.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (4:12). 

Towards the end of chapter 4, Peter and John are released and they return to the 

church community and together they prayed a marvelous prayer to a sovereign, Creator-

God who was in charge of human history, asking him to embolden them to continue 

proclaiming the reality of Jesus.  And then we spent some time doing just that – praying; 

recognizing God’s infinite greatness, relishing the mystery of the cross, and requesting 

God’s intervention in the UIC area – for him to stretch out his hand to do great things 

here. 

By the time we get to chapter 5 we had already begun to see opposition from 

without.  In Acts 4:32 – 5:11 (the story of Barnabas selling property and donating it to the 

church while Ananias and Sapphira selling property and giving part of it but saying they 

were giving all of it) we started to see problems arising from within and we had the stern, 

yet grace tinged admonition that church is no place for pretenders… or perfect people.  

There is such a thing as the sin of pretending and this is not the place for it.  This is the 

place for honesty and genuineness… even when the person you are under your mask is 

ugly. 

Yet despite the external and internal obstacles, in Acts 5:12-42 we saw that it will 

be a wild and dangerous ride, but the church can’t be stopped so get fully on board.  

I’ll spoil the end of history for you – the church wins; it’s unstoppable.  It will keep 

moving forward, we can be assured of that.  A Pharisee named Gamaliel unwittingly 

prophesied that if this Jesus thing was from God, they would not be able to stop it.  Well, 

it’s still going strong 2,000 years later!  It will prevail.  I’m not endorsing gambling, but 
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if you could have complete and total confidence that the Bears would win today, would 

you put your whole life’s savings on them? 

In Acts 6:1-7 we got a little instruction on how churches should be structured.  

Every movement needs some structure.  There we saw that deacons serve the church in 

ways that free the elders up to lead the church.  As the Jerusalem church continued to 

grow, the leaders needed an office of servants to free them up for prayer and the ministry 

of the Word.  That’s what deacons did in the early church and in our church today. 

One of the seven guys appointed to this new role was named Stephen.  Stephen 

we saw was a man filled with the Holy Spirit.  His face glowed as he reflected Jesus to 

his enemies and we asked ourselves as we looked at Acts 6:8-15 & 7:54-60 – Do I look 

like Jesus?  I want my life to radiate Christ.  It can more and more as we spend time with 

him. 

And as we looked at the content of Stephen’s speech in Acts 7:1-53 before he was 

stoned we noticed that the Christian faith involves living within a grand, unfolding 

story of redemption… and rebellion.  God has revealed himself, but he hasn’t revealed 

himself through an encyclopedia, but a novel, a story, a story everyone finds themselves 

in.  The question is: are you a part of God’s redemption or are you persisting in rebellion? 

In Acts 8:1-25 Luke told us about another one of the Seven proto-deacons – 

Philip.  Here for the first time the church extends beyond Jerusalem and into Samaria – a 

despised region among the Jews.  There Philip encounters a guy named Simon who was a 

sorcerer and who became intrigued with Jesus, but only because he wanted to be able to 

have the power that he saw the Spirit-filled Philip had.  We noted that genuine 

spirituality desires the Holy Spirit above all else.  Do we want power, influence, 

prestige, fireworks, or GOD? 

In Acts 8:26-40 we followed Philip as God led him to share the gospel with a 

seeking Ethiopian guy and we thought about how God can subjectively lead us today.  

Through this text God was saying, “I am everywhere and always up to something and 

I want you to be attuned to it and ready to join in.”  As we live life in the Spirit, God 

guides and directs us. 

In Acts 9:1-20 we’re introduced for the second time to the guy who assumes the 

main role in Acts a bit later; his name’s Paul [well, his name’s Saul at this point].  He was 

responsible for Stephen’s death a bit earlier, but now he of all people encounters Jesus 

himself on the way to persecute Christians in Damascus and finds his life sucked up into 

this big, unstoppable, moving snowball called the church.  But there was something 

particular that stuck out in the way Luke related Paul’s conversion here.  We saw that 

walking in the Way means entering into Christ and assuming both his sufferings 

and his power.  Paul, the mighty missionary, was going to suffer much.  We can also 

expect the same as we follow a crucified Messiah. 

In Acts 9:10-31 we saw the way that the believers in Damascus and Jerusalem 

welcomed the former persecutor of Christ’s body – Paul – into the church.  And we noted 

that the church must be open and inviting to all kinds of people.  It’s a community 

that’s open to anyone. 

In Acts 9:32-43 we were back with Peter again and saw him traveling around the 

countryside and doing things that resembled in a very peculiar way things that Jesus had 

done and we talked about how Jesus’ disciples can do what Jesus did.  Now that’s cool! 
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Acts 10:1-11:18 was one of my favorite sermons [even though, unfortunately, it 

was the one that got the most emails on Monday].  There we saw a watershed moment in 

the history of the church.  God specifically called Peter to take the gospel to a Gentile 

named Cornelius and from that moment on Christianity was something that transcended 

ethnic barriers.  The main point I tried to hammer home was that God calls everyone, 

irrespective of ethnicity, to find his or her comfort solely in Christ.  A result of that 

will be that churches will be multi-ethnic where possible and in our neighborhood it’s 

most definitely possible.  Immanuel Baptist Church is striving to be a multi-ethnic 

community where all different colors and cultures that live in this neighborhood can 

come and worship Jesus. 

Acts 11:19-30 was an encouragement from the Son of Encouragement – Barnabas 

– to remain true to the Lord with all your heart.  Finish well what you’ve started; don’t 

fizzle out.  It was also another major milestone in the spread of the church.  By the power 

of the Holy Spirit a church had sprung up in a major urban center in Syria – the city of 

Antioch; the Chicago of the ancient world right behind Rome and Alexandria.  With 

urban density comes ethnic diversity.  And in Antioch, just like in every other city, sin 

had caused separation, but for the first time in the history of human civilization people 

were literally crossing the walls of their ethnic enclaves and coming together to worship 

the one true God.  They had to come up with a new name for this movement, because it 

wasn’t just a sect of Judaism or a religion tied to a culture.  It was altogether new and so 

“the disciples were called Christians first at Antioch” (11:26).  The church in Antioch is 

the perfect model for our church here in the city center of Chicago. 

 In Acts 12:1-25 we saw James, one of the original Twelve disciples, get beheaded 

by Herod and we saw Peter miraculously spared and freed from prison and we reflected 

on this oddity for awhile (Why James and not Peter?  Why weren’t both spared?) and 

concluded that Scripture’s main point was that God is in control and his good purposes 

will go forward.  In the end Herod died gruesomely and the story concluded by telling us 

that “the word of God continued to increase and spread” (12:24). 

 In the first 3 verses of ch. 13 we looked at the church of Antioch again, noting the 

diversity among the leadership there but also focusing on how this church didn’t stop the 

movement of the gospel, but became a launching pad for further expansion.  They sent 

out Barnabas and Paul – two of their greatest leaders – to plant more churches in other 

cities.  The Christian life entails being on the move.  We want to be a church on the 

move too.  We’ve pledged ourselves and are planning and praying towards sending off 

some of our best and brightest in a couple years and planting another church somewhere 

in this city.  Maybe that will be you??? 

 On Paul and Barnabas’ journey we learned many things, like in Acts 13:4-45 

where we saw that religion can sometimes get in the way of the gospel, whether it’s 

weird religious syncretism like Elymas’ or dead religious orthodoxy like the Jews in 

Psidian Antioch.  Religion says, “I can save myself,” the gospel says, “No you can’t, but 

Jesus can.”  We so easily slip into religion, don’t we?  Here at this church we want to be 

about the gospel and not religion. 

Acts 13:44-52 showed us that belief in the sovereignty of God should be an 

impetus for evangelism and never a hindrance.  Only those who have been “appointed 

for eternal life” will believe (13:48), but some have been appointed and so we call people 

to believe. 
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In Acts 14:1-20 we learned that God is constantly at work, through the 

miraculous and the mundane, to bring glory to himself; sin is constantly at work to 

divert glory from God to lesser things.  Will you allow the signposts God has placed 

throughout this world to point you to him or will you bow down and worship the 

signpost, like a dog that only looks at a finger or those who wanted to offer sacrifices to 

Paul and Barnabas, God’s messengers? 

Acts 14:21-28 gave us more insight into how churches should be structured.  Paul 

and Barnabas revisited all the cities they had preached in and left behind a community of 

believers and “appointed elders for them in each church.”  And so we deduced that elders 

(plural) share the load in providing necessary spiritual leadership for the church.  I 

showed how this squares with other NT passages and how it works out practically in this 

church.  I’m just one of three elders here.  Biblically speaking, an elder is an overseer is a 

pastor.  We take a team-pastor approach, because that’s Scriptural precedent.  And oh 

yeah, this means that churches need pastors.  You can’t be a Christian on your own; to be 

a Christian is to be part of a church.  And you can’t be a Christian without spiritual 

leadership, to be part of a church is to be under the pastoral care of elders. 

 Acts 15:1-35 was the Jerusalem Council.  Some Jewish believers questioned Paul 

and Barnabas’ ministry among the Gentiles because they assumed that Gentiles had to 

become full-fledged Jews to be saved.  What was really at stake was the gospel and we 

saw that the marvelous truth that sinners are saved by grace through faith in Christ 

and not by works is something worth fighting for.  This is a doctrine that is so central 

to Christianity.  You can’t obscure it without losing Christianity.  Those kinds of truths 

have to be defended tenaciously. 

 But in the next passage we were admonished to resist trying to figure 

everything out, trust God, and live life.  There is truth; there is black and white.  But 

there will also be some gray areas, some ambiguity and subjectivity, like whether Paul 

and Barnabas should have taken John Mark with them or not.  Paul said no and embarked 

on his second missionary journey with Silas and encountered some more puzzling 

situations where what was right wasn’t immediately clear.  Barnabas said yes and took 

Mark to Cyprus.  Who was right?  Neither?  Both?  We may never know.  That’s life.  

Can you live with that?  If you can’t you’ll go crazy. 

 When Paul and Silas were in Philippi in Acts 16:11-40 we saw a beautiful 

example of being missional – going to the people where they’re at.  And we found out 

that the world is full of all kinds of different people, the church must take the gospel 

to the world, therefore the church will be full of all kinds of different people.  That’s 

what happened in Philippi – business women, mentally ill children, and prison guards. 

 Then in Thessalonica Paul reasoned from the Scriptures.  And in Berea the people 

thoroughly examined the Scriptures themselves to check what Paul was saying.  Do you 

think there’s something here about Scripture?  Yes, we should cherish Scripture 

because it authoritatively reveals the authority of Jesus.  Do you love your Bible?  Do 

you?  Do you wear it out with use?  I wonder what identifiable change in your Bible 

intake habits that sermon produced. 

 Paul in Athens is one of the greatest moments in church history.  Here for the first 

time we see Paul articulate or contextualize the Christian faith for pagan intellectuals.  

Does this Palestinian religion have any credibility in the hometown of Socrates, Plato, 

and Aristotle?  Paul showed us that it does in Acts 17:16-34.  There we saw that 
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Christians must confront culture by engaging culture.  We live in a thoroughly pagan 

culture, we must confront it with the truth of Jesus, but learn to do it in an intelligible, 

winsome way.  And the gospel speaks to the problems of each and every culture.  Paul’s 

Areopagus address gives us a lot of insight into how Christians should relate to culture – 

quote their poets, tap into their dreams, affirm their longings,… 

In Acts 18:1-17 we saw that the Christian life is not meant to be easy, but God 

always gives us what we need to keep on keeping on.  Even the Apostle Paul at times 

felt like giving up.  God gave him friends, fruit, Providential pick-me-ups, and personal 

encouragement.  He’ll do the same for us when we’re spending ourselves for him.  But 

are you spent?? 

In Acts 18:18-19:7 we met Apollos – a learned man with a zeal for teaching about 

Jesus, but who needed to have “the way of God more adequately [explained to him by 

Priscilla and Aquila]” (18:26).  And we met some other people in Ephesus who claimed 

to believe but didn’t have the Holy Spirit until Paul introduced them to him.  From these 

instances we saw that you can know the right stuff, say the right things, do the right 

deeds, but not have truly experienced God.  We want to be a place where people truly 

experience God and don’t just go through the motions. 

In Acts 19:8-22 we saw that in order for that to be the case sin has to be dealt 

with.  When the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is held in high honor, people get 

serious about getting rid of the sin in their lives.  When the people experienced God in 

Ephesus they started burning their magic scrolls.  When revival broke out on my college 

campus people started publicly throwing away their pornography.  If you truly hold Jesus 

in high honor you will not play around with sin, but openly confess it in the community 

and get serious about getting rid of it. 

Acts 19:23-41 – there we were reminded that Christianity was never meant to 

be a business or a civil religion.  How much is modern day Christianity like Artemis 

worship in Ephesus – a market niche or cultural heritage?  That’s not NT Christianity. 

 In Acts 20:1-12 we saw a little bit of the rationale behind what we’re doing today.  

We saw that it’s essential for Christians to gather together on the first day of the 

week to encourage one another and be encouraged by God.  The church in Troas 

gathered on Sunday, Paul preached a sermon, they celebrated the Lord’s Table, and 

people were encouraged.  We gather together every Sunday, I preach long sermons [some 

people fall asleep], we celebrate the Lord’s Table, and hopefully you leave feeling 

encouraged by God and each other.  Christianity is way more than just Sunday, but it’s 

certainly not less.  Corporate worship on Sundays is an important part of church life. 

 In Acts 20:13-38 Paul had a pastors’ conference with the elders at Ephesus.  I 

preached specifically to myself and Hobin and Derick (the two other elders here).  The 

whole admonition was summed up in this – Good pastors pour themselves out for God 

and for others.  More specifically, Derick & Hobin: we need to be determined; we need 

have integrity; we must be bold in proclaiming all of God’s Word; we must be radically 

single-minded; we need to keep a clear conscience; we must be regularly and rigorously 

examining ourselves; we have to tenaciously watch over the other people in this church; 

we must ultimately trust in the power of God and his Word; we have to be free from the 

love of money; we have to be men of prayer; and we must be open and vulnerable to 

build deep relationships with people.  But all those things indirectly apply to all of you 

too, because the role of an elder is to lead by example. 
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 In Acts 21:1-16 we were reminded that the cause of Christ is a cause worth 

dying for.  This was the “war sermon.”  Paul didn’t care if his life was at stake in 

Jerusalem.  He was ready to die for the name of the Lord Jesus (cf. 21:13).  He counted 

his “life worth nothing to [him], if only [he] may finish the race and complete the task the 

Lord Jesus [had] given [to him] – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” 

(20:24).  Is that how you live your life – recklessly?  Are you ready to die for Jesus? 

 Acts 21:17-36 showed us one way to do this.  We were shown that you can die 

for Christ by bending over backwards.  Paul bent over backwards for his Jewish 

brothers.  Do you bend over backwards for people?  Lay down your rights and desires 

and comfort for others?  Are you so secure in who you are in Christ that you can lay your 

life down for others and not need or expect anything in return, except possibly rejection? 

 Acts 21:37-22:29 was great training for us who live with the task of testifying to 

the gospel of God’s grace in a thoroughly pluralistic and multi-cultural society.  Just like 

Paul spoke Aramaic to the Jews and to the Romans he spoke their language and used 

their idioms and stories… Christians in today’s world have to be multi-lingual.  There 

are so many different subcultures around us, each with its own terminology, fears, 

categories, way of thinking about the world.  What language have you tried to learn since 

that sermon in order to share the gospel with someone? 

 Hobin preached from Acts 22:30-23:11 while I was on vacation and showed us 

from Paul’s trial before the Jewish leaders that set backs and discouragements will 

come as you pursue to serve the cause of Christ, but take heart and do not stop 

because the Christ you serve is sovereign. 

 As Luke’s narrative started to near the end it got more and more detailed.  Some 

would argue that it’s hard to find spiritual truths in the minutia of a prison stay and 

numerous trials, but in Acts 23:12-35 we saw that God guides every detail of human 

history in order to fulfill his promises.  Luke tells us the details because God is in the 

details. 

 In Acts 24:1-27 during Paul’s trial before Felix we found Luke warning us, 

“Don’t be put off by the real Jesus and don’t put the real Jesus off.”  So many people, 

especially religious types find the real Jesus to be a troublemaker, so they remake him to 

suit their tastes.  Irreligious types avoid him because he makes them uncomfortable; he 

won’t just leave them alone and give them what they want.  How do you respond to the 

real Jesus? 

 In Acts 25:1-12 during Paul’s trial before Festus Derick showed us that we must 

persevere in the midst of suffering. 

 In Paul’s masterful defense before Agrippa in Acts 25:13-26:32 we noticed how 

Paul communicated the gospel and saw that the resurrection of Jesus is the only true 

and reasonable basis for hope.  Because Jesus has been raised from the dead, we who 

have put our trust in him can have confidence that he will one day raise our bodies from 

the grave.  Apart from that reality, life is utterly hopeless. 

 Acts 27:1-28:16 was a long chunk relating Paul’s sea voyage to Rome to be tried 

by Caesar which again shows us the simple reality that we can’t expect the Christian 

life to be smooth sailing.  Storms and snake bites are destined to happen, but we are 

God’s and he is good. 

 And finally, if life in general will not always be easy, then it’s not surprising that 

testifying to the gospel will not always meet a receptive audience.  Acts 28:17-31 
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reminds us not to expect everyone we share the gospel with to believe.  The book 

draws to a close with Paul quoting Isaiah and the reality that people are naturally blind 

and many times exposure to the heat of God’s truth will merely serve to bake the clay 

until it’s completely hardened. 

 

The Unfinished Story 
 So that’s 47 sermons condensed into 47 minutes.  There’s a lot of great stuff 

there.  Hopefully your memory was jogged if you’ve been with us the last year, or your 

curiosity was piqued if you haven’t.  And hopefully you’ve gotten a feel for the warp and 

woof of Acts, the big picture.  I really don’t want our time in Acts to have been fruitless, 

and so I just want to highlight 4 items that I really think God is speaking to our church 

from the book of Acts.  If you can’t remember 47, please remember and take to heart 

these 4 things: 

 

1.) Community – I desperately want this church to be more than just a more than 

just a religious institution, more than just a program on Sundays, more than 

just a clique or social club where people have a sentimental and nostalgic 

feeling of closeness that’s really just superficial.  I want us to be a real, radical 

community free of pretense and full of grace, where people are serious about 

getting rid of the sin in their lives, where people are looking more and more 

like Jesus, where there are no needy among us because we have everything in 

common, where we live together and share our lives with each other, where 

we’re encouraging each other through life’s inevitable trials.  I see glimpses of 

this, but I want to see it more. 

 

2.) Prayer – this was a recurring theme in Luke’s Gospel and we see it 

characterized the early church in Acts.  They were praying as they chose a 

successor for Judas, they were praying when the Holy Spirit came at 

Pentecost, they prayed when Peter and John were released from prison and the 

room shook.  They prayed when they picked the Seven.  They prayed when 

Peter was imprisoned again.  The church in Antioch prayed as they set apart 

Paul and Barnabas.  People prayed at the temple, in prison, on a rooftop, on 

the beach.  Prayer is everywhere.  And prayer, in Luke’s mind is also closely 

related to the Holy Spirit, another major theme.  I really would love to see this 

church be a church that’s soaked in prayer, and not just the same old people 

who are at prayer meeting every Saturday, but everyone delighting to get 

together to beg for the Holy Spirit to be poured out on us afresh, to seek God’s 

face together, to intercede on behalf of the UIC area and ask him to stretch 

forth his hand and do big things again.  Prayer for revival. 

 

3.) Multi-ethnic – there’s no doubt that the relationship between Jew and Gentile 

is another major theme of Luke’s and what it means for us today is that the 

church is supposed to be kaleidoscopic.  Again, the church in Antioch blew 

me away in this study and it should be the role model for Immanuel in 

Chicago.  If the Holy Spirit is at work among us and true Christian community 

is being formed it can’t be ethnically homogeneous in a neighborhood where 
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there are many different ethnicities.  Is this convicting to you?  Do you pray 

for it?  Do you bend over backwards to see it happen? 

 

4.) Missional – if I had to pick a center to the book of Acts I would have to say 

it’s mission.  This is the #1 reason why the elders chose to go through this 

book.  From beginning to end we see a church moving, changing, adapting, 

thrusting out with the love and message of Jesus from Jerusalem to Judea and 

Samaria to the ends of the earth.  We see thousands coming to faith in Jesus.  

We see people scattered by persecution which only results in the spread of the 

message to new places.  We see churches planting churches that plant 

churches.  We see in the life of Paul a man on a mission to share with 

everyone, willing to die for this mission. 

 

And the book ends in a peculiar manner, doesn’t it?  I didn’t really mention 

this before because I wanted to save it till now.  The story leaves off without 

any closure.  Paul is in Rome awaiting trial.  What happens to him?  There is 

no proper ending… because the story hasn’t ended yet!  We’re living in the 

29
th

 chapter of Acts.  This movement, this missional impulse has continued 

for 2,000 years right up until now.  One famous preacher says that “the abrupt 

ending leaves us with the challenge and opportunity to allow the Spirit to 

write the next chapter in the Book of Acts today in and through us!”
2
  The 

story of the advance of Christ’s unstoppable church is not finished. 

 

And so I end as I started 14 months ago.  Do you want to be a part of 

something big?  Have you caught some of the excitement of this book?  Have 

you been gripped with a missional-mindset?  Do you desire to see the good 

news of Jesus explode by the power of the Holy Spirit from Chicago to the 

U.S. to other parts of the world?  Here’s my sense.  My sense is that most of 

you don’t really give a rip about being missional.  And that bugs me, 

especially after going through a book like Acts for over a year.  You care 

deeply about your job, about raising your kids, about making friends, about 

your hobbies, … which aren’t bad… if they’re brought under the heading of 

mission.  You care deeply about being happy, but you fail to see that 

happiness will only come when you’re losing your life for the sake of Christ; 

when you’re on mission.  The book of Acts is giving you an invitation to 

come be a part of something big, something grand, something cosmic, a cause 

worth dying for, a mission worth living for.  Will you be a part of it?  Will you 

give yourself to seeing the story of Acts continue in our day? 

 

Communion 
 

Benediction 
Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give 

you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. – Acts 20:32 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 29, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 See www.thisibelieve.org. 

2
 Lloyd J. Ogilvie, The Communicator’s Commentary: Acts (Dallas: Word, 1983), 357. 

 

 

Appendix: 

The Main Point is Just This… 
 

 

Acts 1:1-11 – “Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension started something big that he 

will one day come back and finish and we can be a part of it.” 

 

Acts 1:12-26 – “When you’re walking closely with God there is a way to make good 

decisions in life with confidence and peace.” 

 

Acts 2:1-21 – “In this age God gives his church the Holy Spirit to enable them to do what is 

seemingly impossible, namely to bring others into the kingdom of God.” 

 

Acts 2:22-41 – Here we heard a modern-day Pentecost sermon. 

 

Acts 2:42-47 – “The Christian church should be the venue where the kind of real community 

we all long for deep down takes place.” 

 

Acts 3:1-26 – “On account of Christ (who he is and what he did), the church has something 

vital to offer to the world.” 

 

Acts 4:1-22 – “Despite the risk of opposition people need to hear and consider the claim 

that Jesus is the only hope for humanity.” 

 

Acts 4:23-31 – Here we prayed to a sovereign God. 

 

Acts 4:32-5:11 – “Church is no place for pretenders… or perfect people.” 

 

Acts 5:12-42 – “It will be a wild and dangerous ride, but the church can’t be stopped so get 

fully on board.” 

 

Acts 6:1-7 – “Deacons serve the church in ways that free the elders up to lead the church.” 

 

Acts 6:8-15 & 7:54-60 – Here we asked ourselves, “Do I look like Jesus?” 

 

Acts 7:1-53 – “The Christian faith involves living within a grand, unfolding story of 

redemption… and rebellion.” 

 

Acts 8:1-25 – “Genuine spirituality desires the Holy Spirit above all else.” 
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Acts 8:26-40 – Here God said to us, “I am everywhere and always up to something and I 

want you to be attuned to it and ready to join in.” 

 

Acts 9:1-20 – “Walking in the Way means entering into Christ and assuming both his 

sufferings and his power.” 

 

Acts 9:10-31 – “The church must be open and inviting to all kinds of people.” 

 

Acts 9:32-43 – “Jesus’ disciples can do what Jesus did!” 

 

Acts 10:1-11:18 – “God calls everyone, irrespective of ethnicity, to find his or her comfort 

solely in Christ.” 

 

Acts 11:19-30 – Here we were encouraged to remain true to the Lord with all our hearts. 

 

Acts 12:1-25 – “God is in control and his good purposes will go forward.” 

 

Acts 13:1-3 – “The Christian life entails being on the move.” 

 

Acts 13:4-45 – “Religion can sometimes get in the way of the gospel.” 

 

Acts 13:44-52 – “Belief in the sovereignty of God should be an impetus for evangelism and 

never a hindrance.” 

 

Acts 14:1-20 – “God is constantly at work, through the miraculous and the mundane, to 

bring glory to himself; sin is constantly at work to divert glory from God to 

lesser things.” 

 

Acts 14:21-28 – “Elders (plural) share the load in providing necessary spiritual leadership for 

the church.” 

 

Acts 15:1-35 – “The marvelous truth that sinners are saved by grace through faith in Christ 

and not by works is something worth fighting for.” 

 

Acts 15:36-16:10 – “Resist trying to figure everything out, trust God, and live life.” 

 

Acts 16:11-40 – “The world is full of all kinds of different people, the church must take the 

gospel to the world, therefore the church will be full of all kinds of different 

people.” 

 

Acts 17:1-15 – “We should cherish Scripture because it authoritatively reveals the authority 

of Jesus.” 

 

Acts 17:16-34 – “Christians must confront culture by engaging culture.” 

 

Acts 18:1-17 – “The Christian life is not meant to be easy, but God always gives us what we 

need to keep on keeping on.” 

 

Acts 18:18-19:7 – “You can know the right stuff, say the right things, do the right deeds, but not 

have truly experienced God.” 
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Acts 19:8-22 – “When the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is held in high honor, people get 

serious about getting rid of the sin in their lives.” 

 

Acts 19:23-41 – “Christianity was never meant to be a business or a civil religion.” 

 

Acts 20:1-12 – “It’s essential for Christians to gather together on the first day of the week to 

encourage one another and be encouraged by God.” 

 

Acts 20:13-38 – “Good pastors pour themselves out for God and for others.” 

 

Acts 21:1-16 – “The cause of Christ is a cause worth dying for.” 

 

Acts 21:17-36 – “You can die for Christ by bending over backwards.” 

 

Acts 21:37-22:29 – “Christians in today’s world have to be multi-lingual.” 

 

Acts 22:30-23:11 – “Set backs and discouragements will come as you pursue to serve the cause 

of Christ, but take heart and do not stop because the Christ you serve is 

sovereign.” 

 

Acts 23:12-35 – “God guides every detail of human history in order to fulfill his promises.” 

 

Acts 24:1-27 – “Don’t be put off by the real Jesus and don’t put the real Jesus off.” 

 

Acts 25:1-12 – [The fruit of perseverance.] 

 

Acts 25:13-26:32 – “The resurrection of Jesus is the only true and reasonable basis for hope.” 

 

Acts 27:1-28:16 – “Don’t expect the Christian life to be smooth sailing.” 

 

Acts 28:17-31 – “Don’t expect everyone you share the gospel with to believe.” 
 


