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Text 
Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, Paul said to them: 

"My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, I 

was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 
18 

They examined me and wanted to release me, 

because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. 
19 

But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to 

appeal to Caesar-- not that I had any charge to bring against my own people. 
20 

For this reason I have 

asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain." 
21 

They replied, "We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of the brothers who 

have come from there has reported or said anything bad about you. 
22 

But we want to hear what your views 

are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect." 
23 

They arranged to meet Paul on a 

certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till 

evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus 

from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 
24 

Some were convinced by what he said, but others would 

not believe. 
25 

They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final 

statement: "The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet: 
26 

"'Go to this people and say, "You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but 

never perceiving." 
27 

For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and 

they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with 

their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' 
28 

"Therefore I want you to know that God's salvation has 

been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!" 
29  30 

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own 

rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. 
31 

Boldly and without hindrance he preached the 

kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Introduction 
 I was having lunch this week with a group of pastors that I get together with 

frequently.  One member of the cadre is Kirk Gliebe – he’s a messianic Jew who spoke 

here at Immanuel last March about the spring festivals of Judaism (he’ll actually be here 

next Sunday to speak to us about the fall festivals in the OT).  This guy, I can say, 

embodies Romans 10:1 like nobody else I’ve ever met.  That’s where Paul remarks, 

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 

saved.”  Kirk, much like a Peter or a James in the book of Acts, has been called to devote 

his whole life to Jewish evangelism.  He lives and works among the concentrated Jewish 

population in Skokie, explaining and declaring that Jesus/Yeshua is the Messiah spoken 

of in the Law of Moses and the Prophets. 

 And you know what?  It’s hard.  Moishe Rosen of Jews for Jesus once said that 

“the Jewish people are among the most gospel-resistant people in the world.”
1
  But Kirk 
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spends himself for this cause; friends are telling him to slow down or he’s going to kill 

himself.  But he keeps sharing… and he keeps seeing very little fruit.  Some who profess 

to believe don’t grow and fall away – proving that they never really believed in the first 

place.  When this happens over and over again it can be discouraging.  You know what 

he said to me this Wednesday?  He looked at me and said, “Now, more than ever I keep 

coming back to the doctrine of God’s sovereignty.  People just don’t want to believe and 

I can’t make them.  I wish I could.  But I can’t make them.  Only God can.” 

 Then another pastor at the table shared a story he had heard of a homiletics class 

(homiletics means preaching) that Erwin Lutzer had taught where he took his students to 

a cemetery and had them preach to the grave stones and then told them that this is what 

preaching is like unless the Spirit of God shows up, no matter how good you are, how 

great your stories are, how sound your exegesis is.  People are dead in their 

transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:1) and your preaching is like preaching to a corpse unless 

something supernatural happens.  Last week from the story of Paul’s shipwreck we saw 

that we shouldn’t expect the Christian life to be smooth sailing; circumstances won’t 

always be easy.  What we see from today’s text is just this: Don’t expect everyone you 

share the gospel with to believe.  Being a Christian means boldly sharing the message of 

Christ; that’s just part of it, that’s what the whole book of Acts has been about.  But God 

doesn’t make that easy either.  We should expect people to reject the good news.  That’s 

a hard truth, isn’t it?  It doesn’t completely make sense.  But I believe it’s one of Luke’s 

concluding points in this book about the spread of the church – In your proclamation of 

the kingdom don’t expect everyone you share with to believe. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

We Proclaim the Kingdom 

 I want you to have one finger in Acts 28 today and another in the OT book of 

Isaiah.  Early in the book of Isaiah (ch. 6) there’s this astounding vision that Isaiah relates 

to us.  I love this vision: 

 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high 

and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were 

seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, 

with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they 

were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of his glory.”  At the sound of their voices the doorposts 

and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  “Woe to me!” 

I cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 

Almighty.”  Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his 

hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched 

my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 

away and your sin atoned for.” (vv. 1-7) 

 

 This was before God had revealed his full glory to mankind – that he is in himself 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; three in one; the Trinity.  This was before Jesus; before he 
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revealed that the way he can be thrice holy and yet pronounce us guiltless in his sight is 

through the substitutionary sacrifice of his Son on the cross.  The coal on the lips atoning 

for sin was just a vague foreshadowing of what Jesus did when he died on the cross as an 

atoning sacrifice for sins.  So now, today, we have an even fuller picture of who God is in 

all his majesty and splendor and glory.  But Isaiah’s vision is still accurate; it’s still 

helpful.  God is high and lifted up; holy; almighty.  His glory is all encompassing; he is 

shrouded in mystery and infinite in power.  We are nothing compared to him; dirty, 

unclean, and deserving of nothing but to be obliterated.  Yet God is gracious!  When we 

have our eyes opened to see him for who he really is and ourselves for who we really are 

he does not destroy us, but cleanses us and makes us new. 

 Today, when we see God like this we see Jesus – high and lifted up, exalted to the 

right hand of the Father.  Hebrews 1:3 says, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  After he 

had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven.”  Paul – the main character in the latter part of the book of Acts – saw this too.  

He was traveling one day to Damascus to arrest those who were making the outrageous 

claims to have seen Jesus like this when all of a sudden “a light from heaven flashed 

around him [and] he fell to the ground” (Acts 9:3-4).  It was Jesus alive and reigning and 

full of splendor.  Paul was in an instant changed.  It was impossible for him to kick 

against the goads, to resist the reality that he had now seen.  Jesus was real, risen, and 

reigning.  He, like Isaiah, had his eyes opened to see clearly the unseen reality of a God 

before whom no matter how good we think we are we are not good enough, yet out of his 

infinite goodness he accepts us into his presence.  So the key question for you today is: 

Have the eyes of your heart seen God in all of his splendor and glory, the preeminent 

aspect of his glory being his grace as displayed in Jesus,… have you seen that and been 

undone and then been redone – filled with an uncontainable delight in him? 

 If so, then you know he gives us a job to do – tell others about what we’ve seen.  

Look at Isaiah 6:8 – “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  

And who will go for us?’  And [Isaiah] said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’”  Captivated and 

amazed and enthralled with the vision of the glorious and gracious God he had just 

glimpsed he gladly jumped on the opportunity to be God’s ambassador.  He couldn’t just 

keep it to himself.  He desired to be sent; to share this reality of God with others.  Those 

who have seen God are sent by God… and they can think of no greater privilege. 

 Similarly, Paul had his eyes opened to see Jesus, to experience his forgiveness 

(remember Paul was violently opposing Jesus before he saw him).  And we read that “at 

once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20) and 

as we’ve followed his life we’ve seen how Paul’s vision of Jesus propelled him all over 

the eastern Mediterranean world.  Through him we’ve seen others catch a glimpse of 

Jesus high and lifted up and have their lives turned upside down.  And now, finally, at the 

end of the book we see an older, weathered Paul still going at it in Rome.  He arrives, 

awaiting his trial, living in a house with a soldier to guard him, and three days later has 

all the leaders of the Jews in Rome over to share about Jesus with them. 

 There has been a Christian church in Rome for probably 10 or 11 eleven years 

already at this point.  Priscilla and Aquila came from there (Acts 18:2), Paul wrote a letter 

to them a few years ago (the book of Romans), and we see that it’s the church that first 

greets Paul upon his arrival (Acts 28:15).  This church of Rome was founded 
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independently from Paul, perhaps as a result of the “visitors from Rome” (Acts 2:10) who 

were in Jerusalem during Pentecost returning and sharing the message of Jesus that they 

had experienced.  But that church was most likely predominately Gentile and so 

somehow the Jewish community in Rome did not know much about Christianity beyond 

scant hearsay. 

They also hadn’t heard of Paul.  After Paul explains why he’s in Rome – how he 

was arrested in Jerusalem and is appealing his case to Caesar – they say, “We have not 

received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of the brothers who have come 

from there has reported or said anything bad about you” (Acts 28:21).  Maybe the 

Jerusalem Jews didn’t think they had much of a chance in Rome since they had been 

unsuccessful on several occasions in Palestine so they didn’t send anyone to take up the 

prosecution against Paul in Rome.  Or perhaps someone was on his way, but he too had 

been derailed by the winter weather that nearly caused Paul to lose his life.  Paul wanted 

the Jews to know that it was really because of the Jewish hope that he was in chains and 

he wanted to share more about that and they were interested in hearing him out. 

So they gathered a larger group to come to Paul’s home jail a few days later.  We 

read, “From morning till evening [Paul] explained and declared to them the kingdom of 

God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the 

Prophets” (Acts 28:23).  He “explained and declared… the kingdom of God!”  If you’ll 

look down at the last verse of Acts, v. 31, you’ll see what Paul was doing as the book 

ends – “Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God.”  Paul had seen 

the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus sent the Apostle Paul; and the content of his message was the 

good news of the kingdom of God – that Jesus (by his life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension) has assumed the throne and initiated God’s plan to take over the whole world 

and banish sin and Satan and death and darkness from it forever.  This is the message that 

Christians have been sent to share – the great and glorious God who made us and our 

world has in his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, begun to redeem the world from the mess 

we’ve made of it. 

I came across this extended quote from Ajith Fernando this week that I will read 

to you because when I read it my soul leaped for joy and said YES, this is ultimately 

what it’s about.  He says, 

 

Preaching about the kingdom of God presents the greater purpose of God 

rather than just what God can do to an individual.  It affirms that God is 

working out his purposes through the vicissitudes of history and that his 

plan will finally be accomplished, with his kingdom ruling the world.  We 

ask people to join in this great march forward with the Lord of the 

universe.  In this world, where people are wracked by the fear of demons, 

enemies, economic reversals, and failure, this is liberating news. 

 

If the truth of the kingdom were added to our evangelistic preaching, our 

evangelism would yield much stronger Christians.  In today’s evangelism 

we tend to focus on how Jesus meets our personal needs.  This topic is, of 

course, appropriate.  But sooner or later Christians are going to find that 

God does not meet some needs they consider to be urgent.  At such times 

they may be tempted to stray from Christ and seek help elsewhere.  But if 
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the grand picture of the kingdom is firmly rooted in their minds, they will 

never forsake the Lord of the universe for a smaller, less powerful deity or 

force.
2
 

 

 The message we preach is more than just a personal, therapeutic salve.  Yes, Jesus 

is personal and heals you and comforts you, but if that’s all he does that’s a small Jesus.  

The Jesus of the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ that Paul preached was a big and grand and 

wonderful Jesus who is enacting redemption on a cosmic scale.  He is a Jesus who is high 

and lifted up, seated on the throne, making his enemies his footstool.  He’s not a tiny, 

wimpy Jesus that’s supposed to make us feel better about ourselves.  When we’ve seen 

him, we’re blown away and his grace overwhelms us and we say, “Oh, oh, oh… here am 

I; send me to tell others about your kingdom!  Oh the joy of being enrolled as your 

emissary!” 

 

A Tough Crowd 

 And God says, “Okay.  Now, here’s what your message will be…”  Look again at 

v. 9 in Isaiah 6 – “Go and tell this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be 

ever seeing, but never perceiving.’  Make the heart of this people calloused; make their 

ears dull and close their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 

ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”  How many of you are 

thinking right now, “What?!  What kind of a message is that?  That’s not in the Bible!”  

Yes it is!  God is telling Isaiah that in his speaking of and for God, people won’t “get it,” 

it won’t make sense to them.  In fact, part of the purpose of Isaiah’s preaching is to 

further harden his hearers and thus expedite their judgment.  Isaiah knows that his people 

are an unclean people (cf. Isaiah 6:5), that they have forsaken the true God for other gods, 

but even he is a bit perplexed at this strange assignment.  “How long will this be the case, 

God?” he asks.  “Until the whole nation is destroyed for its sin,” God replies, but then he 

cracks open the door of hope a little bit at the end of the chapter – when you chop down a 

tree there’s a stump left that can sprout new shoots.  God is sending Isaiah in this specific 

historical context not, for the most part, to be a part of people’s repentance and 

restoration, but to be rejected and in that rejection to cement the case against the people 

of Israel so that God’s justice can be demonstrated in destroying them, but also so that 

God’s mercy will be highlighted in preserving a remnant. 

 It’s not a fun text, per se.  It’s sobering.  But it can’t be escaped.  It is repeated at 

least six times in the NT, it’s alluded to in several other places, and we see it here in Acts 

28.  Paul’s preaching of Jesus to the Jews in Rome sparks an argument and widespread 

objections and so Paul cites this passage to explain what is going on and people walked 

out on him.  [People walked out on the Apostle Paul!]  He said, “The Holy Spirit spoke 

the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet: ‘Go to this people 

and say, “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but 

never perceiving.”  For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 

their ears, and they have closed their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 

with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them’” (Acts 

28:25-27).  Paul understands that his preaching of the kingdom of God is acting in a 

similar way to Isaiah’s preaching – it is being used to further galvanize the hardness of 

people’s hearts and thereby justify their condemnation.  Yet there was also an 
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overarching gracious purpose of God in this.  See v. 28?  The Jews’ rejection and 

consequent judgment was in the grander scheme of things opening the doors for God’s 

grace to extend to the Gentiles.  Paul talks about this at length in the book of Romans – 

“Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come 

in” (Rom. 11:25). 

 This is hard stuff, isn’t it?  It brings up a lot of questions, some of which have no 

answer except God is God!  But there is a principle in Scripture that has helped me make 

a bit more sense out of it.  Have you ever heard the saying, “You are what you eat?”  

Well the Bible maintains that you are what you worship.  In Isaiah 44 there’s this 

sarcastic jab at idolatry, pointing out the insanity of those who cut down a tree and use 

half of the wood to build a fire and cook food and the other half to carve an idol and 

worship it.  They pray to this lifeless piece of wood saying, “Save me; you are my god” 

(v. 17).  And then God, most likely describing these idolaters but with words that could 

just as easily be used to describe the wooden idols they’ve constructed, says, “They know 

nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, and 

their minds closed so they cannot understand” (v. 18). 

This is even clearer elsewhere.  Turn with me to Psalm 115:4-8.  There it says, 

“But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men.  They have mouths, but 

cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they 

cannot smell; they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they 

utter a sound with their throats.  Those who make them will be like them, and so will all 

who trust in them.”  Do you see that?  And then again flip forward to Psalm 135:15-18.  

“The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by the hands of men.  They have 

mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear, nor 

is there breath in their mouths.  Those who make them will be like them, and so will all 

who trust in them.” 

 Do you see what is going on here?  You are what you worship.  You resemble 

what you revere.  If you make an idol, if you trust in an idol, you will become like that 

unseeing, unhearing, unfeeling idol.  Israel had forsaken the Lord their God and ran after 

the false gods of the nations around them who were really just wood and stone, inanimate 

objects, dead!  In doing so, they too became dead – blind, deaf, numb; ever hearing but 

never understanding, ever seeing but never perceiving…  “Those who make them will be 

like them, and so will all who trust in them.”  Their response to Isaiah’s words were just 

going to be confirmation that their hearts had been captured by the idols of the nations 

and they were deserving of judgment.  Likewise, the Jews of Paul’s day had made an idol 

of tradition and trusted in their own works instead of God and therefore their hearts 

became dead and petrified, proud and impenetrable.  And so the gospel that God’s long-

awaited kingdom had arrived fell on deaf ears. 

And this is also a principle that’s not just true of first century Jews.  ‘You are 

what you worship’ holds true today with non-Jews also.  Paul speaks of Gentiles in 

Romans 1 as having “exchanged the glory of the immortal God [which everyone is aware 

of intuitively through conscience and creation] for images made to look like mortal man 

and birds and animals and reptiles” (Rom. 1:23); “they exchanged the truth of God for a 

lie, and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator” (Rom. 1:25).  And 

it says in that chapter no less than 3 times that “God gave them over” to their sinful 

desires.  He let them be hardened in their sin. 
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Every single human being worships something.  That’s how we’re wired.  It may 

be statuettes of Buddha or pictures of ancestors or it may be things like sex or money.  

But no matter what it is, if it isn’t the God of the Bible it is lifeless and unresponsive and 

ultimately unable to do anything for you and as you bow down to it you yourself become 

more and more lifeless and unresponsive and dead.  And the thing is – all of us have 

bowed down to worship idols and thus all of us have contributed to our own condition.  If 

we are ultimately damned it is of our own volition.  We have made ourselves deaf, blind, 

and numb by worshipping deaf, blind, and numb objects. 

 But those of us who have had our eyes opened to see Jesus and worship him are 

coming alive as we are being “transformed into his likeness” (2Cor. 3:18).  Like a puppet 

that comes to life in fairy tales, God gives us life in reality.  He breathes vitality into our 

nostrils.  He unplugs our ears to hear his sweet voice.  He removes the scales of our eyes 

to gaze upon his beauty and be satisfied.  And then after we are born again we are given 

the often times futile task of preaching to corpses – people who are worshipping deaf, 

blind, and unfeeling idols and are deaf, blind, and unfeeling themselves.  Yet we still 

preach because we cannot help ourselves, first of all.  And we preach because God has 

opened our ears, eyes, and hearts to hear, see, and feel him and if he can do it with us he 

can certainly do it with others.  Some will listen!  He is a merciful God.  As Spurgeon 

said in a sermon on this text, “I know, as Paul also knew, that all the human persuasion in 

the world will fall short of the mark without divine power…  [Only] if the Holy Spirit 

will cause the persuasion to reach the inward ear, then it will prevail, and not else: if he 

will drive home the persuasion, so that it touches the heart which is encased in the fat of 

worldly pleasure, indifference, prejudice, and pride, then men will yield…  But the Holy 

Spirit will do this!  He has done it; he is doing it; he will do it; and therefore we 

persuade.”
3
  I seek to persuade all of you right now to see Jesus, to worship Jesus, to find 

life, and to share that life with others. 

But the fact remains that many will not.  Years of idol worship have all but made 

people into statues of stone.  And there is also the somber realization that “the same fire 

that melts wax hardens clay.”
4
  Our very same preaching God will use to soften some and 

harden others.  For some people, God in his infinite wisdom and holiness, has determined 

that the hearing of the gospel will bring salvation and for others it will bring further 

hardening and further condemnation. 

I do not completely understand this.  Some days I do not completely like this.  But 

I look at the end of a book like Acts, a book all about the driving force of mission, and I 

see that it ends with the reminder that this mission goes forward, but it will not always be 

easy.  Luke says, “Don’t expect everyone you share the gospel with to believe”.  And 

so I expect people to not get it naturally.  And I realize full well that my proclaiming of 

the gospel and preaching of the Word of God right now may be contributing to the 

damnation of some people; that on the day of judgment when the books are opened 

October 1, 2006 could be pointed to and used against some of you – “You heard the 

kingdom of God proclaimed from the pulpit and it did nothing for you.  You felt nothing.  

You didn’t get it.”  That’s weighty stuff.  But I have no clue who those people are.  I 

don’t speculate.  I don’t know which one of my neighbors will reject the gospel when I 

share it with him or her and I also don’t know which one will hear and sea and believe, so 

I just obey and preach and pray with tears that God would open ear and eyes and soften 
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hearts.  This doctrine tells us nothing specific besides that evangelism won’t be easy, but 

we do it anyway… because we’ve seen Jesus on his throne and experienced his grace. 

 

Conclusion 
But the real question for all of us here this morning is, “Who (or what) are you 

really worshipping?”  Everyone worships something.  You’re either worshipping the 

living God or a dead idol.  Worshipping idols will get you nowhere.  Do you worship 

food – base your hope on mealtime, go to the ice cream container when you’re down?  

Do you worship sex – go from one partner to another in search of satisfaction or one 

website to another for a quick thrill?  Do you worship money – find your worth in your 

job, always need to buy something new to entertain yourself? 

 What are you worshipping?  Do you call yourself a Christian but have no desire to 

share your faith with others and find yourself relatively unmoved by Scripture, sermons 

don’t do it for you, Bible studies are boring, books about theology don’t make sense to 

you, you feel numb/apathetic?  I ask you this morning if this is the case are you really 

worshipping God?  Or do you bow down to the TV every night like most Americans?  

Nothing dulls your soul like television.  Do you go to work everyday and essentially 

forget about God and live according to the world’s way – maneuver for your boss’ 

approval, slander others, surf the web, lust for prestige?  Do you worship sleep and so 

when it comes down to getting up early to seek God in the morning or getting an extra 30 

minutes of shut-eye, sleep wins every time?  Or do you worship comfort and so you’ve 

insulated yourself from people especially people who aren’t like you because people are 

draining; and you wonder why your heart is cold?  Does singing holy, holy, holy with the 

saints not get you going nearly as much as a Bears’ touchdown against the Saints? 

Here’s one: have you reduced Jesus to the equivalent of a household deity that sits 

on a shelf and you rub his tummy when you want something; a god you can contain and 

compartmentalize, not the BIG, powerful, perfect, potent, precious, praiseworthy king of 

the universe?  Or one more: does the idea of a God who “has mercy on whom he wants to 

have mercy, and… hardens whom he wants to harden” (Rom. 9:18) turn you off and 

cause you to fashion your own god that suites your tastes better or do you respond like 

Paul did when faced with such weighty truths and exclaim – “Oh, the depth of the riches 

of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths 

beyond tracing out!  ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his 

counselor?’  ‘Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?’  For from him and 

through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever!  Amen” (Rom. 

11:33-36).  My heart’s desire and prayer is that every one of you here today would see 

that God and worship him in that way. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 As we prepare to eat this meal I just want to read to you something Paul wrote in 

the book of Ephesians: 

 

[God powerfully raised Jesus] from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, 

power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in 

the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all 
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things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 

everything in every way.  As for you, you were dead in your 

transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 

thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 

us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it 

is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up with 

Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 

Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 

Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith 

– and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, 

so that no one can boast. (Eph. 1:20-2:9) 

 

 That is what we celebrate as we eat this meal together, those of us who know 

Christ – that God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgression.  We could not even lift a finger to save ourselves.  As William 

Temple once said, “The only thing of my very own which I contribute to redemption is 

the sin from which I need to be redeemed.”
5
  But God has saved us through Christ’s body 

broken and blood shed.  Oh, worship him for his mercy!  May this be a feast for your 

soul.  Let us examine our hearts, renounce our idols, and eat this meal that celebrates the 

grace of God that has atoned for our sins. 

 

Benediction 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, give you the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation, so that you may know him better.  May the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who 

believe. (Eph. 1:17-19) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 1, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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