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Text 
The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he 

released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and 

had him stand before them. 

23:1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, "My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all 

good conscience to this day." 
2 
At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike 

him on the mouth. 
3 
Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to 

judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!" 
4 
Those 

who were standing near Paul said, "You dare to insult God's high priest?" 
5 
Paul replied, "Brothers, I did 

not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: 'Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.'" 
6 

Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the 

Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the 

resurrection of the dead." 
7 
When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 
8 
(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there 

are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) 
9 
There was a great uproar, and 

some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. "We find nothing 

wrong with this man," they said. "What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" 
10 

The dispute became so 

violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go 

down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
11 

The following night the 

Lord stood near Paul and said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must 

also testify in Rome." 

 

Introduction 
For those who are visiting us for the first time here, we are going through the 

book of Acts.  The majority of our Sunday sermons will be expository in nature.  One of 

the things about expository preaching is that the preacher doesn’t get to pick what he 

wants to preach on because the Bible dictates what the Sunday sermon will be.  Nathan 

preached last Sunday from Acts 21:37 - 22:29 and bolted out the door for his long-

awaited vacation with Andrea.  I’m just teasing him.  He and Andrea really deserve some 

time off.  Well, the next most natural section in the book of Acts happens to be the 

passage that’s printed in your bulletin today: chapter 22:30 - 23:11. 

So today, I’m “stuck” with this passage.  I’m stuck with preaching on the section 

about Paul calling the high priest, “Whitewashed tomb,” which basically means a 

hypocrite and a fake, and throwing the council of Jewish leaders into a shouting match.  I 

was thinking, “Thanks, Nathan.  What am I going to say?  Well, Congregation.  Let’s go 
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call Richard Daly a hypocritical jerk and figure out how we can bring chaos into the city 

council?”  I don’t think so.  See, that’s the beauty of expository preaching.  It forces the 

preacher to reckon with the Bible.  The preacher just can’t say, “Well, there’s really 

nothing to talk about here, so let’s just move on to the next interesting section.”  So I had 

to wrestle with this passage and ask the Spirit, “O God, let me see what you intended 

your people to see from this passage!  I don’t want to make up some nice things to say.  

O Lord, let your people hear what you are really saying from this portion of the 

Scriptures.” 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, after much deliberation and consideration, here’s 

what I believe God wants to speak to us today from this passage: Set backs and 

discouragements will come as you pursue to serve the cause of Christ.  But take 

heart and do not stop because the Christ you serve is sovereign. 

 

1.  REVIEW 

As we usually do, before we jump into today’s text let’s step back a little and see how 

today’s passage fits into the flow of the story that has been unfolding until now. 

 

The Gospel According to Luke – 1
st
 Volume 

The book of Acts is the second volume to Luke’s first volume which we now call 

the Gospel according to Luke.  In this first volume, he wrote about how the Holy God 

began to fulfill his ancient plan to draw sinful people to himself and build a new 

community of people who love him and walk in his ways.  He did this by sending his Son 

to die for their sins so that they’d be clean, pure and new, and by raising his Son from the 

dead to guarantee his people the hope of something far greater than anything this world 

could possibly offer: the hope of eternity, the hope of eternal glory, pleasure and 

satisfaction. 

 

The Acts of the Apostles – 2
nd

 Volume 

And the second volume, the book of Acts or the Acts of the Apostles, is the 

account of how God used a small group of people who have been captivated by this truth 

to go all out and let everyone around them know of this wonderful news of forgiveness 

and resurrection from the dead, and how these guys turned their world upside down with 

their message. 

 

The Apostle Paul 

In the second half of the book of Acts, we’ve been following this guy named Paul.  

He was a Jew who vigorously opposed this Christian movement.  But he was converted 

through a miraculous encounter with Jesus himself.  Since then, he’s turned 180-degrees 

and given his life to the mission of proclaiming the message of forgiveness in Jesus and 

resurrection from the dead.  He’s gone on multiple missionary journeys to far places of 

his world, to the places of culture and customs he was not familiar with.  He became all 

things to all people in order to share with them the good news that in Christ, they may 

have their sins forgiven and attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 

Paul’s determination to go to Jerusalem 
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Toward the end of his life, however, Paul felt compelled to go back to Jerusalem, 

the city where he spent his youth and saw his career as a Pharisee blossom as he made a 

name for himself by zealously persecuting Christians for their “heresy.” 

When his friends found out Paul’s plan to go back to Jerusalem, they told him not 

to go.  They tried to persuade him from going to Jerusalem.  They said imprisonment and 

harsh treatment awaited Paul there.  But, Paul was determined to go; it was a mission 

from God for him.  In Acts 21:12-13 we read, “When we heard this [we meaning Luke 

and other missionary companions of Paul], we and the people there pleaded with Paul not 

to go up to Jerusalem.  Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my 

heart?  I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the 

Lord Jesus.’”  There was no stopping Paul on this. 

 

Paul’s motivation to go to Jerusalem 
Why was he so compelled to go to Jerusalem?  I think you can put one and two 

together from other letters Paul wrote and see what motivated Paul. 

 

Financial support for Jewish believers 

First of all, Paul’s journey to Jerusalem was to serve a specific need of the church 

in Jerusalem.  In his letter to the church in Rome just before his journey to Jerusalem, 

Paul says this: “I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 

Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.  Pray that I may be rescued 

from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the 

saints there, so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and together with you be 

refreshed.”  Paul asks for prayers so that his “service” in Jerusalem will be acceptable to 

the saints in Jerusalem.  The service Paul’s talking about is financial in nature.  There was 

a severe famine in Jerusalem and Paul was to bring the collection of money he collected 

from his Gentile churches. 

 

One man out of Two 

This was a big deal for Paul not just because the Christians in Jerusalem were in 

great need, but because Gentile believers and Jewish believers, who once stood in 

hostility, now helping each other and sharing true love was a huge demonstration of the 

power and the reality of the gospel message that Christ has broken down the hostility and 

created in him one man out of the two, which means that the Jewish believers can accept 

and embrace the Gentile believers as their brothers while the Gentile believers can do the 

same and appreciate Jewish heritage because it was through that lineage God chose to 

unfold his plan of salvation. 

 

Gentiles and Jews in harmony – great testimony to the gospel 

This was huge for Paul because this kind of love and unity between the people 

groups who were so separated from each other is only possible by the power of God!  

Can you imagine a Middle East - Israel and all the surrounding Muslim nations living in 

perfect unity and genuine care for one another?  You can imagine Paul’s heart beating 

fast whenever he thought about how this Gentile believers’ generous gesture to help 

financially the Jewish believers would bring testimony to God’s awesome work of 

salvation that is for all mankind: both the Jews and the Gentiles. 
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Passion for Jewish People 

Secondly Paul’s motivation to go to Jerusalem must have been born out of his 

great passion to see his fellow Jewish people come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the One 

whom they have been waiting for.  Again, in his letter to the Roman Christians he says, “I 

speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit – I 

have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself 

were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 

the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, 

the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  Theirs are the patriarchs, 

and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever 

praised!  Amen.” 

Paul’s mission turned out to be missions to the Gentiles, but he just could not let 

go of his desire to see his own Jewish people to be saved.  I don’t think Paul’s desire for 

the salvation of the Jews was only motivated by his nationalistic zeal.  I think that it 

really broke Paul’s heart that the people of the very lineage of Christ and the recipients of 

God’s revelation leading up to Christ would actually reject Jesus who is the fulfillment of 

all they were waiting for. 

 

2.  IN JERUSALEM 

So Paul is finally here in Jerusalem with his big dream of testifying about Jesus 

Christ as the Messiah for the people he really cared about.  Paul was ready to proclaim to 

them the awesome news that the God of Israel is now breaking forth beyond ethnic 

boundaries and bringing all of mankind to his kingdom.  But as we read about the events 

that mark Paul’s stay in Jerusalem, we cannot help but to wonder whether his visit to 

Jerusalem was successful or even worth the trouble. 

 

Sequence of events in Jerusalem 

 

James’ plan 

We read in chapter 21 that Paul decides to follow the plan of action suggested by 

James who was the leader of the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.  Following James’ plan, 

Paul took four men to the temple and participated in their Nazirite vow.  This plan was so 

that the Jewish people would see that Paul is not about slandering Jewish customs and 

laws.  “See.  Paul is participating in the Jewish custom and laws concerning Nazirite 

vows.  He cannot possibly be going around saying bad things about the law and customs 

of Israel!”  That was the idea. 

 

Paul caught in the mob – sharing of the conversion experience 

This plan almost worked, but when the Jews saw him at the temple, all hell broke 

loose and Paul was arrested.  Last Sunday we saw from the passage that Paul did have a 

moment when he was able to share his conversion experience with the mob of people 

who initially wanted to stone him to death, but he could not finish because the crowd 

again went nuts and interrupted him. 

 

Paul in the Sanhedrin – the opening sentence 
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So we come to today’s passage.  The Roman centurion is curious as to why 

people are just trying to shred Paul to pieces.  So he calls a meeting with the Jewish 

ruling council, the Sanhedrin and brings Paul in it.  Maybe Paul was thinking, “O.K.  

This could be another opportunity for me to talk about Jesus and persuade them to 

consider my message.”  So Paul decides to begin his speech by saying, “My brothers, I 

have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day” in verse 1. 

 

Why this opening sentence? 

I am not sure why Paul began his speech this way.  He could have chosen some 

other opening statement, I guess.  Maybe Paul wanted to pick up from the part of his 

testimony where he heard the clear calling from God.  In 22:14, Paul said how the man 

named Ananias (not to be confused with the high priest Ananias in today’s passage) told 

him,  “The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous 

One and to hear words from his mouth.  You will be his witness to all men of what you 

have seen and heard.” 

Maybe Paul wanted to begin his speech in front of the Sanhedrin by saying that 

all his efforts and all the misunderstandings about him arise from his desire to be faithful 

to the calling he received from the same God in whom the members of the Sanhedrin 

profess to believe. 

 

Paul in the Sanhedrin – the punch in the mouth and the reaction 

But out of nowhere comes the punch in the mouth.  “Bam!”  “What the heck?!”  It 

turns out that the high priest, Ananias, ordered the strike.  What the heck is his problem?  

It wasn’t like Paul was saying anything obviously offensive to them.  So Paul reacts and 

calls the guy out.  He calls him a whitewashed tomb, meaning he is one big hypocrite, 

and says that God will strike him for his violation of the law of which he claims to be a 

keeper. 

Okay.  Did Paul sin here by reacting so rashly?  I mean if he were a perfect man, 

maybe he would have held back a bit and took the punch with more grace.  I don’t know, 

but it’s awfully difficult to criticize Paul here.  Christians are not to be doormats either.  

An injustice happened and Paul, a human, reacted. 

 

Paul in the Sanhedrin – Paul’s apology 

But, when Paul’s told that the one he was calling a big fat hypocrite was the high 

priest, he shows an incredible measure of humility by apologizing.  Some commentators 

think that Paul is being sarcastic in his apology by insinuating, “Oh, I did not know the 

one who broke the law and ordered to have me struck without any proof was the high 

priest of God.”  But, I don’t think that is the case; I think Paul is genuinely repentant.  He 

knew that even the unjust high priest is God’s high priest and should be approached with 

respect. 

Paul’s repentance here is even more noticeable given that Ananias was really a 

corrupt high priest.  Josephus, the Jewish historian, wrote about him that he was a great 

hoarder up of money and that he even took away the tithes that belong to the priests by 

violence.  Paul, though unjustly treated and though he initially reacted with a natural 

human reaction, opted to trust in God’s sovereignty by submitting to the high priest who 

was corrupt, but put in the position by God. 
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Paul in the Sanhedrin – Paul’s one chance to testify about Jesus 

I’m sure Paul’s apology quieted down the crowd a bit.  And again, Paul finds an 

opportunity to continue with his speech.  He looks around and remembers that the 

Sanhedrin is composed of two groups: Sadducees and Pharisees.  Sadducees did not 

believe in any spiritual realities such as angels and spirits let alone resurrection from the 

dead while the Pharisees did believe in the spiritual realm and some kind of resurrection 

of the dead. 

 

Hope in the resurrection from the dead! 

Knowing this Paul cries out, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. 

I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.”  And immediately 

this throws the council into chaos.  The attention is shifted from Paul to the Sanhedrin 

itself as the members were split in two and about to kill each other.  Paul hit an explosive 

button so that the Sanhedrin was in no shape to hear out Paul’s testimony about Jesus. 

 

Was Paul right in saying what he said? 

Again the question rises as to why Paul said what he said.  Some people think that 

Paul did this deliberately knowing exactly what would happen in order to turn the 

attention away from himself.  I don’t think I’d buy that explanation.  I would agree with 

John Stott, “There is certainly no need to attribute to Paul either unworthy motives or an 

untrue statement.  He was genuinely concerned about doctrine, and he did believe (as we 

should) that the resurrection is fundamental to Christianity.  The anti-supernaturalist 

stance of the Sadducees was incompatible with the gospel.” 

 

Paul’s quick decision – the best he had 

In my opinion, Paul, most likely wanted to get to the center of the message he 

wanted to share.  Paul most likely figured that he did not have many chances.  He knew 

that the topic of resurrection was a sensitive issue among the members of the Sanhedrin.  

But he had to go there; there was no getting around it because that’s the heart of the 

gospel which he is risking his life to share with his fellow Jews – that the God of Israel is 

God of the living; and in him is the hope of the resurrection from the dead. 

Life does not end with the earthly death because there is the eternal glory 

available for those who put their trust in Jesus.  There is a hope that makes one say, 

“Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all (2 Cor 4:16-17).” 

Well, whatever Paul’s strategy was, that ended any chance for Paul to have a 

reasonable, cool-headed dialogue with the Jews.  The chaos was so great that the 

commander was afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces.  The commander had to bring in 

his troops to get Paul out of there. 

 

3.  ENCOURAGEMENT FROM JESUS 

You can imagine how Paul may have been feeling after the ordeal with the 

Sanhedrin.  He is put back in the barracks, most likely chained.  He was certainly ready 

for imprisonment, but it’s never fun to be imprisoned. 
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Paul’s discouragement and doubts 

As he sat in the barracks, his mind must have been racing with a million thoughts.  

I’m just guessing, but maybe some of his thoughts were “Should I have shouted my hope 

in the resurrection of the dead so soon at the Sanhedrin hearing?  Should I have begun my 

speech with a different opening statement?  Man, I didn’t realize that guy was the high 

priest.  What was I thinking calling the high priest a whitewashed tomb?  Maybe I 

shouldn’t have taken up on James’s suggestion.  Man, I was really hoping to have some 

extended time with the Jews to really talk at length about Jesus.”  I don’t know.  I’m just 

guessing here.  I could be way off, but one thing that’s certain is that Paul was very much 

discouraged. 

How do I know this?  Because Jesus comes to encourage him. 

 

Jesus’ encouragement – “Take courage!” 

In verse 11, we read that the Lord Jesus himself appears to Paul.  The NIV says 

that the Lord stood near Paul.  Jesus stands by Paul and says to him, “Take courage!  As 

you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”  Kent 

Hughes notes that the word, “take courage” or “take heart” – which is one word in Greek 

– is only used by Jesus in the New Testament.  It is the same word Jesus offered to the 

paralytic whose friends let him down through the hole in the roof so that he could be 

healed by Jesus.  Jesus said to him, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven (Matt 9:2).”  

It’s also the same word Jesus said to the disciples when the disciples were confused and 

distressed because Jesus kept talking about going back to the Father.  “I have told you 

these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But 

take heart!  I have overcome the world (John 16:33).” 

 

It’s “Take heart!  I got your sins covered and you can stand before God cleansed 

and pure.”  It’s “Take heart!  I own this world.  If you stick with me, there’s nothing to be 

afraid of.” 

As Jesus has previously appeared to Paul during the critical moments of his 

ministry, Jesus again appears to downtrodden Paul in the barracks and says to him, “Take 

heart!”  O how sweet those words must have sounded to Paul!  Our God is a gracious 

God, the God of all comfort! 

 

Jesus’ encouragement – “You are not finished!” 
But, that’s not all Jesus said to Paul, is it?  Jesus says, “Take heart!” and “As you 

have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”  There are two 

reasons I believe why this must have been huge encouragement for Paul. 

 

Paul did testify about Jesus 

First, Jesus says that Paul has testified about Jesus in Jerusalem.  Did he?  Yeah, 

he did some.  He was able to talk about his conversion experience a little.  And he got 

one sentence in when he appeared before the Sanhedrin that he believes in the hope of the 

resurrection of the dead.  But, the entire ordeal in Jerusalem looked more like a one big 

chaos and confusion. 
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Jesus turns all to his glory 

But, Jesus assures Paul that he did testify about him.  In his sovereignty, Jesus 

was going to use all that happened in Jerusalem for his glory.  Whatever was said, and 

whatever was unsaid, Jesus would turn them into the testimony about himself and 

whoever would believe would believe on him as the One who died and rose again.  Paul 

did the best he could.  Humanly speaking, there were some questions about his decisions, 

but he made the decisions he had to make and he said the things he thought should have 

been said all for the goal of testifying about Jesus.  And Jesus says, “Good job, Paul.” 

 

Jesus is not done with Paul  

The second reason why Paul must have been so encouraged by Jesus’ words in 

verse 11 is that Jesus assured him that Paul would testify in Rome. 

As we saw before, Paul’s plan was to first go to Jerusalem and to Rome and 

ultimately to Spain to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth.  We are not certain if 

Paul ever made it to Spain – most likely not.  But, Jesus assures him that he would go to 

Rome and testify about Jesus.  Paul would not die in the barracks in Jerusalem, nor in the 

hands of the Jews because God in his sovereignty would make sure that Paul goes to 

Rome and testify about him there.  Paul’s life is not over until at least he goes to Rome. 

The encouragement is rooted in that the Jesus Paul served is sovereign.  Jesus’ 

kingdom does not rise or fall based on Paul’s level of performance.  Jesus’ kingdom 

advances and nothing can stop it; no gates of hell can stop it.  Jesus called Paul to it, and 

Paul was not finished until Jesus would say he’s finished. 

 

4.  SUMMARY 

So here’s the point.  Set backs and discouragements will come as you serve the 

cause of Christ.  But don’t stop because the Christ you serve is sovereign!  Oppositions 

will rise from within and from without.  You will have times of confusion and doubt.  

You will make bad choices and choices that some will say was good and some will say 

was bad.  But, don’t stop.  Don’t get off the bus.  Continue.  Keep going.  Keep pushing.  

Keep serving.  Keep pouring out your life.  Because that bus you are on, nothing can stop 

and it’s heading to the right place. 

If you have given your life to Jesus and told him that you want to serve him, then 

keep on giving your life to Jesus and keep serving him.  Today’s message is for you.  

Take heart because as you have served him before, you will serve him more until Jesus 

says, “Come home.” 

 

Application – serving Jesus in your relationships 

Some of you, in your pursuit of serving Christ, opened up your heart and became 

vulnerable to others so that you may somehow love them, only to find yourself feeling 

betrayed and hurt.  Don’t stop.  Keep giving yourself to others.  Keep thinking about how 

you can care for others.  Refuse the temptation to retreat and look out for number one – 

yourself.  Because the Jesus you serve is sovereign.  He will make sure your efforts are 

not wasted, not in his book! 

 

Application – serving Jesus in your career 
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Some of you, in your pursuit of serving Christ, said no to one job and took the 

other job, or said no to one career and took the other, only to find your current job or 

career incredibly difficult or incredibly boring and seemingly pointless.  Your friends or 

your parents are telling you that you made a mistake and that you’d better go after that 

job or career that will get you on the fast track to comfort and security.  Or you are just 

confused whether God is with you in your career or if God really cares about what you 

are doing at your work or not.  Take heart!  Keep steady and fix your eyes on Jesus and 

make each moment at your work count before him.  Or maybe you need to change your 

job or career.  But, it doesn’t mean that your decision to take your current job was a 

complete waste of time.  Because you did it, to the best of your ability to discern God’s 

will, for the cause of Christ.  Jesus would say to you, “As you served me at this boring 

job, so shall you serve me at this other job.” 

 

Application – serving Jesus in your involvement with IBC 

Let’s get a little closer to home here.  Some of you (in fact many of you), in your 

pursuit of serving Christ, felt the calling to get involved with what the elders of IBC are 

saying the vision of God for IBC is – to be a church in the UIC area and to call the 

students, the yuppies, the Hispanics, the young people, the old people, those who live in 

housing projects, those who live in million dollar homes so that they would turn from 

their sins and find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal 

satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone!  Some of you made certain decisions to facilitate 

your involvement with this vision.  Some of you made certain plans to facilitate your 

involvement with this vision.  Some of you are still praying and seeking whether God 

may be calling you to this specific vision or to some other vision.  That’s good!  Keep 

praying and seeking! 

Some of you sold your five-bedroom house with a nice backyard in the suburbs, 

picked up your family and moved into a two-bedroom condo in this neighborhood, which 

you are finding out that was haphazardly built and giving all sorts of problems like water 

leaks and cracks in foundation and stuff.  Was that a bad choice?  Maybe you should have 

waited longer to move and not hurry so much?  Some of you put your house on the 

market and bought a place in the neighborhood.  Even though you were stretching 

financially, you went ahead on your belief that it was the right thing for you to do.  Now 

your closing date is just a few days away, but you still haven’t sold your other house.  

You just may have to dish out two mortgages somehow.  Was that a mistake?  Should 

you have not stretched yourself?  Take heart, Men and Women!  Jesus says to you, “Take 

heart!  As you obeyed me in your decisions, even though things are not turning out to be 

how you thought they should, I have plans to use your obedience for my glory!” 

 

William Borden story 

In 1904 William Borden, heir to the Borden Dairy Estate, graduated from a 

Chicago high school a millionaire. His parents gave him a trip around the world. 

Traveling through Asia, the Middle East, and Europe gave Borden a burden for the 

world’s hurting people. Writing home, he said, “I’m going to give my life to prepare for 

the mission field.”  When he made this decision, he wrote in the back of his Bible two 

words: No Reserves. Turning down high paying job offers after graduation from Yale 

University, he entered two more words in his Bible: No Retreats. Completing studies at 
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Princeton Seminary, Borden sailed for China to work with Muslims, stopping first at 

Egypt for some preparation. While there he was stricken with cerebral meningitis and 

died within a month. A waste, you say!  Not in God’s sovereign plan.  In his Bible 

underneath the words No Reserves and No Retreats, he had written the words No 

Regrets. 

I will be honest with you.  Are the elders of IBC absolutely certain that in ten 

years from now, IBC will be a church consisted of multi-race, multi-cultural, multi-

socioeconomic members coming from all corners of the UIC area?  Are the elders certain 

that in ten years from now many lost people will have come to know Jesus through IBC’s 

ministry and will have planted several sister churches in other Chicago neighborhoods?  

No, we are not 100% sure.  But, we are as sure as anyone can possibly be that that’s the 

vision God has called our church to go after.  So we will give our best shot.  We will give 

our best shot to motivate all of you to give your life to that vision.  We will give our best 

shot; we will pour our life into it.  And hopefully like Paul, we can say at the end of our 

lives, “We have fulfilled our duty to God in all good conscience to this day.”  And what if 

it doesn’t happen?  What if, in ten years or longer, IBC is still predominantly Asian, 

predominantly middle-class white-color professionals with Christian up-brining, but very 

few people from the neighborhood whose lives were turned upside down because of 

Jesus.  Oh, we will do our best so that it doesn’t happen that way.  But, if that happens, 

were our lives spent for nothing?  Did we pour our lives into a wrong bucket?  Never!  

Because the Jesus we serve is sovereign.  And when we go home to see Jesus, he would 

show us how he used our efforts and our prayers for his own glory.  Oh the freedom in 

serving a sovereign God! 

So, Men and Women, get on the bus, the bus of God’s kingdom.  Get on the bus!  

Those of you who are sitting on the fence and those who are sitting on the sidelines, get 

on the bus!  The kind of encouragement that has Jesus appearing and saying, “Take 

courage!  As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome” 

is not for those who are playing it safe.  The kind of pleasure and excitement that makes 

someone shout, “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am 

strong” is not for those who don’t want their clothes dirtied.  This kind of encouragement, 

this kind of excitement is for those who have plunged into the battle, those who have felt 

the bullets whizzing by, and those who already died to themselves, thus no longer afraid 

to die. 

Let me end with a quote by Winston Churchill: 

 

It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong 

man stumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done them better.  

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is 

marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and 

comes short again and again, who knows the great enthusiasm, the great 

devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause, who at the best knows in 

the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, 

at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with 

those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat. 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Elder 

Hobin Lee on Sunday morning, August 20, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 


