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Text 
Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the 

kingdom of God. 
9 
But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the 

Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of 

Tyrannus. 
10 

This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 

heard the word of the Lord. 
11 

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 
12 

so that even handkerchiefs 

and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits 

left them. 
13 

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I 

command you to come out." 
14 

Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 
15 

One day the 

evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 
16 

Then the man who 

had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran 

out of the house naked and bleeding. 
17 

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, 

they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 
18 

Many of those who 

believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 
19 

A number who had practiced sorcery brought 

their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total 

came to fifty thousand drachmas. 
20 

In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 
21 

After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. 

"After I have been there," he said, "I must visit Rome also." 
22 

He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and 

Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer. 

 

Introduction 
 Last Thursday was our 4-year anniversary.  As has become our tradition, Andrea 

and I went and saw a Cubs game together.  Another thing we try to do on our anniversary 

every year is watch our already dated wedding video – it’s a VHS cassette.  As I was 

sitting there after breakfast with my lovely wife and unborn daughter, reminiscing about 

that wonderful day, I felt an indefinable emotion welling up within me.  Tears started to 

form as I watched her come down the aisle again.  And then seeing Andrea’s grandfather 

who passed away last fall reading Scripture and hearing his unique voice was almost too 

much (you see for the better part of the last year of his life he couldn’t talk due to a 

stroke).  The music, the friends, the vows that forever changed who I am… I almost lost 

it! 

 Almost, that is!  I choked back the tears.  For some reason, I tried to stifle the 

feelings that were tugging at my heart.  I don’t know why.  Perhaps it was because of a 

warped machismo that didn’t want to look vulnerable or weak.  When I realized what I 
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was doing I thought to myself, “Wait a second – am I embarrassed to cry in front of 

Andrea??!”  Why would I have to hold myself back in front of the woman I should feel 

the safest around?  What’s wrong with letting go and expressing appropriate emotions?  

Why was I trying to resist those feelings? 

 Now you guys know I’m not an advocate of irrational emotionalism.  We can let 

our emotions control us too much, and that’s not good.  But we’re talking a lot about the 

Holy Spirit as we go through Acts and last week we were talking about how the Spirit’s 

work is something very personal making heady truths real to our hearts and I just wonder 

how many times we quench the Spirit (cf. 1Thess. 5:19) in our lives because of things 

like worrying what people think of us, having a misunderstanding of masculinity, our just 

plain stubbornness that fears being out of control of one’s own life.  We feel him tugging 

at our hearts, convicting us, filling us with joy that wants to erupt in praise, but we are 

afraid to let go and let him have his way.  We, for some reason, hold back. 

 I just want to ask you today to not harden your heart if you hear his voice.  It is 

not weak to admit your weakness.  You are safe here with other brothers and sisters to be 

yourself, share yourself, and be completely submitted to the Spirit’s leading in your life.  

So let go.  Don’t try to be a Stoic Christian; that’s an oxymoron.  I think the Holy Spirit 

wants to do some business with us today.  The Bible says that part of the Spirit’s job is to 

bring glory to Jesus (Jn. 16:14).  I’m praying that the Spirit descends upon this room 

today in a special way so that “the name of Jesus is held in high honor” (v. 17).  The 

Bible also says that part of the Spirit’s job is to convict people of sin (Jn. 16:8).  I’m 

praying that as the Spirit makes known in a palpable way the glory and majesty and 

holiness of Jesus that he would also lay us low and convict us of the sin that’s in our lives 

and give us repentant hearts.  And I’m praying that when we come to the Lord’s Table 

together today we will be hungry, not just for bread and juice, but for the mercy and 

forgiveness of God that was made possible by Christ’s broken body and shed blood.  In 

short, the message of today’s text is just this: when the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

is held in high honor, people get serious about getting rid of the sin in their lives. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Power of the Spirit in Paul’s Ministry 
 Last week we saw how Paul’s last stop on his 2

nd
 missionary journey was the city 

of Ephesus.  His brief stop at the synagogue there was well received.  After hearing his 

initial remarks, the Jews asked Paul to stay longer but he declined.  However, “as he left, 

he promised, ‘I will come back if it is God’s will’” (18:21).  From there he went to the 

Palestinian port of Caesarea, then Jerusalem, then back home to Antioch, and then his 3
rd

 

missionary journey brought him back to Ephesus.  Last week we saw how he encountered 

that renegade group of pseudo-believers in Ephesus and explained the way of God more 

adequately to them and they received the Holy Spirit.  And then today we see Paul 

getting back, as promised, to the Jewish synagogue. 

 And…here he goes again… resuming his standard procedure of speaking boldly 

and arguing persuasively about Jesus and the kingdom of God’s arrival in him.  This guy 

doesn’t let up!  Paul keeps on going.  Somehow he managed to remain in good standing 

at the synagogue for three whole months (well above average for him), but of course that 
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time was eventually cut short by some people getting obstinate and the overall rejection 

of the synagogue. 

But Paul wasn’t deterred.  Just like in Athens, he was not averse meeting people 

where they were at in secular settings.  He worked out a deal for a facility rental at 

Tyrannus Hall.  Tyrannus was presumably the name of a famous lecturer in Ephesus.  

The name actually means ‘despot’ or ‘tyrant’ and as F.F. Bruce remarks, “one wonders 

idly if this was the name his parents gave him of the name his pupils gave him!”
1
  

Anyway, Paul finds some space here.  One textual variant says that Paul rented the space 

from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM and that’s probably how it happened.  Records show that this 

would have been during siesta time – people worked in the morning until 11:00 and then 

took a long lunch break – so it was off peak hours and Tyrannus wouldn’t have been 

using the hall for his own classes.  Therefore, we conjecture Paul worked in the morning 

and evenings as a tentmaker and conducted midday lectures and discussion groups 

everyday (the text says) for two years.  Phew!  I thought preaching every Sunday without 

a break for 6 months was a lot!  Evidently this was an effective strategy because we read 

that “the whole province of Asia heard the word of the Lord” (v. 10) as a result.  People 

came on their lunch breaks, visitors to town attended and went back to their villages and 

reported what they heard. 

Paul’s Spirit-filled ministry placed a high priority on proclamation of God’s 

Word.  He reasoned and argued and discussed and taught.  He adeptly confronted culture 

with the truth of God’s Word by astutely engaging it.  He was committed to the content 

of the gospel and to meticulously and patiently relating it.  And what almost always 

precedes a mighty work of the Holy Spirit – be it personal or public?  It’s sustained 

exposure to and teaching of the Word of God.  Paul diligently taught the disciples and 

dialogued with the non-believers, relentlessly tilling the soil of their hearts with the truth 

of God.  And then some weird stuff started happening… 

 

Power Encounters 
 Before I go into that, there’s something you’ve got to understand first about 

Ephesus.  We’ve been noting how different cities had different reputations – Athens and 

Alexandria we said were intellectual centers; Antioch and Corinth were known for their 

sexual promiscuity.  Well, Ephesus “had a reputation as a center for the learning and 

practice of magical arts.”
2
  People referred to books containing spells and incantations in 

the ancient world as “Ephesian writings.”  That was one of Ephesus’ claims to fame (the 

other being the Artemis worship; more on that next week).  So the occult was strong 

there.  Amulets and exorcists were a dime a dozen.  Into such a setting the advancement 

of the gospel is clearly seen as a power encounter.  They’ve got magic and spells and 

mediums and sorcery.  What’s this Christianity thing got?  Why would I believe in Jesus 

if I’ve already got my own magic spells and powers and fortune tellers and witch 

doctors? 

 In this setting Paul validated his message by doing many miracles in the name of 

Jesus – and not just miracles, but extraordinary miracles that topped the antics of the 

satanic sorcerers.  It’s like Moses turning his staff into a snake.  The Egyptian sorcerers 

could duplicate it, but Moses’ snake ate theirs, right?  The Spirit of God was starting to 

show up in a powerful way in Ephesus to demonstrate the power of the one true God and 

the truth of his gospel.  Now we don’t know whether Paul encouraged this or not, but 
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some people even obtained some of Paul’s work clothes – technically his sweat rags and 

coveralls – and began using them to heal people and drive out tormenting spirits.  Whoa!  

Something’s going on here.  This Jesus that Paul was proclaiming could hold his own.  

He was legit.  You’ve got to be careful to understand that Paul wasn’t pretending to be a 

magician himself and the handkerchiefs and aprons did not have power in and of 

themselves (this is not an endorsement of relics or televangelist scams).  Rather, God did 

the miracles through Paul and through his clothing.  That’s what it says, very clearly – 

“God did extraordinary miracles” (v. 11).  Paul was an instrument.  The pieces of 

clothing were symbolic of the Jesus Paul preached, similar to the way the Ark of God in 

the OT represented the Lord’s unrivaled power and caused the Philistine god Dagon to 

fall and shatter to pieces.  The Holy Spirit worked in miraculous ways to show that the 

God Paul was proclaiming in Tyrannus Hall was the Most High God, the supreme God.  

Jesus got all the glory.  He got the recognition as the source of this unique power. 

 It’s very clear to everyone that it’s Jesus because we read some “Jewish 

sorcerers” (cf. Acts 13:6) in Ephesus saw these things happening and began trying to use 

Jesus’ name in their occult practices.  “They would say [to people who were demon-

possessed], ‘In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out’” (v. 

13).  They were a family act – the “seven sons of Sceva.”  In the ancient occult world the 

name of the Jewish God was deemed to have special powers when used in spells.  Among 

Jews, only the high priests could pronounce the sacred name.  Perhaps Sceva was from 

the family of a high priest, but more than likely he assumed the title “Chief Priest” to put 

beside his name and hang on his sign right next to “palm reading,” “tarot cards,” and 

“crystal balls.”  F.F. Bruce says, “Luke might have placed the words between quotation 

marks had these been invented in his day.”
3
  He’s a quack.  They’re certainly not genuine 

believers acting in the name of Jesus.  They’re using Jesus’ name merely as a good luck 

charm, magic words – abracadabra. 

 Well look at what happens when you treat Jesus that way.  What happens next is a 

bit humorous.  You know how the song goes, “You don’t tug on Superman’s cape/You 

don’t spit into the wind/You don’t pull the mask off the old Lone Ranger/And you don’t 

mess around with Jesus.”  “One day the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I know, and I 

know about Paul, but who are you?’  Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on 

them and overpowered them all.  He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the 

house naked and bleeding” (vv. 15-16).  “Oh, how the church probably loved to tell that 

story!”
4
  Again, I can’t help but think of the Ark of God in the OT just before the whole 

Dagon incident… how it was used as a kind of trinket in battle against the Philistines and 

the Israelites were routed and slaughtered and the Ark was captured.  These sons of Sceva 

were treating Jesus flippantly and they soon realized that he was not some mere tool to be 

used or power that could be manipulated or exploited.  That they received such a beating 

that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding sounds kind of funny to us today, but it 

was no laughing matter at the time.  This was serious business. 

 “When [the extraordinary miracles of Paul and the severe beating of the Sceva 

boys who were trying to manipulate Jesus] became known to the Jews and Greeks living 

in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in 

high honor” (v. 17).  Paul’s persistently preaching the Word of the Lord, day in and day 

out, 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Through that the whole region is exposed to the Word of 

God.  And then the Holy Spirit starts to really work to make it real; to make Jesus’ 
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preeminence known.  God works extraordinary miracles and people become aware of the 

glory and power and majesty and uniqueness of Jesus and give praise to his name.  Is 

there fear of Jesus in your life?  Do you find yourself regularly in awe of him?  Is the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ held in high honor in this place right now?  Did you sense 

a supernatural reality as we sang together earlier?  Has the Spirit worked in your heart to 

show you the splendor of Christ, that he’s not some genie in a bottle, but a wild, untamed 

roaring fire of glory?  Have you been seized with a reverence of the Lord? 

 What are the fallen, idolatrous powers of this culture?  I don’t know, maybe 

materialism and greed; maybe sexual promiscuity; maybe… maybe the widespread 

apathy that plagues so many people.  When the Holy Spirit enters that culture and begins 

to work he shows Jesus to be unmistakably better than all those other false gods and 

deficient ways of understanding reality.  Have you been gripped with a spiritual sense 

that Jesus is the greatest treasure in the world worth joyfully selling everything else you 

have to own, that the sweetest and fullest and most substantial pleasures are found at 

God’s right hand, that Jesus is anything but boring?  Whatever the opposing powers are, 

the rival gods in your life, have you experienced an overwhelming appreciation that Jesus 

shines fairer?  In other words, do you know him for who he is?  Do you hold him in the 

highest possible honor? 

Have you seen the risen and exalted Jesus?  Have you seen with your own 

spiritual eyes the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe 

filling the temple, with six-winged seraphs above him covering their faces with two 

wings, covering their feet with two wings, and flying with the other two?  Have heard 

with your own spiritual ears these seraphs calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  Have you felt with your own 

spiritual senses the doorposts and thresholds of God’s heavenly temple shaking at the 

sound of the seraphs’ voices as the temple fills with smoke?  Has the Holy Spirit given 

you a glimpse of God in his glory, of the ascended Christ reigning at his right hand, “far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named” (Eph. 1:21)?  Can you see him now? 

 

Our Sin is Exposed 

If you can are you crying, “Woe to me!  I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 

Almighty” (cf. Is. 6:1-5).  Because that’s what happens when we get a glimpse of God for 

who he is – the King, the Lord Almighty.  Our sin is exposed and shown for what it is by 

the pure, white light of his radiance and splendor.  When Jesus miraculously causes Peter 

to catch a boat load of fish, the Spirit gave Peter a glimpse into who Jesus was and “he 

fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘…I am a sinful man’” (Lk. 5:8).  When the name of the 

Lord Jesus is held in high honor, when we recognize the unsurpassed worth and value 

and authority of Jesus Christ, we are convicted of our sinfulness and guilt and want to 

have nothing to do with our evil deeds.  They seem so unappealing and disgusting. 

We read in v. 18 that “many of those who believed now came and openly 

confessed their evil deeds.”  Confronted with the reality of the supremacy of Christ, the 

Holy Spirit prompted the believers in Ephesus (those who had just believed and surely 

others who had believed for awhile, but harbored some secret sins or had slipped back 

into old habits) to confess, publicly their shameful ways.  That took a work of the Spirit 
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for them to admit their sins to others, but the Spirit left them no other option.  They had 

to get it off their chests and out into the open.  You simply can’t keep your sin hidden and 

private and expect to be right with God and freed from its grip. 

Some of these people had actually participated in the occult and they felt 

compelled to bring their scrolls and magic paraphernalia together and burn them publicly.  

This was no token repentance.  This was a complete repudiation of their previous way of 

life.  It was costly, too.  Repentance has to be costly.  Luke reports that the value of this 

bonfire fuel was estimated at 50,000 drachmas.  Just to give you something to measure 

that by – a drachma was a day’s wage for an average laborer in those days.  That’s about 

160 people’s annual salaries… up in flames!  These people were serious, at all costs, 

about getting rid of the filth in their lives.  This is what happens when the Spirit causes 

the name of Jesus to be held in high honor.  And of course, Luke says that this work of 

the Spirit “spread widely and grew in power” (v. 20). 

I showed up at Wheaton College as a freshman in 1997, so I missed this by two 

years, but I still felt the ripple effects of it during my time there.  On Sunday night, March 

19, 1995 eight or nine hundred Wheaton students gathered in the old chapel for this 

regular weekly student-led worship time.  It was just like many Sunday nights before it – 

students sitting with friends, singing, a speaker, some prayer…  People strolled in around 

7:30 PM as the music began to play.  After the usual time of worship two students from a 

small college down in Texas began to speak about how God had revived their campus 

and how many had been convicted of their sins and confessed them to each other 

according to what it says in James 5:16 – “Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed.”  There were microphones set up in the 

aisles for people to ask questions afterwards.  Students listened attentively and the two 

speakers ended their talk at 8:40 PM. 

Soon after they stepped aside “a senior man went to the microphone on the south 

side of the chapel.  He confessed sins of pride and asked his fellow students for 

forgiveness.  Within a few minutes, several students were lining up at both the south and 

north microphones.  Patiently taking turns, each one confessed sin and asked God and the 

campus for forgiveness.  After a while, a particularly courageous Wheaton coed came 

forward and confessed a sexual sin.  As she spoke, her voice broke.  Sobs and tears 

punctuated her confession.  When she finished, dozens of women rushed up to embrace 

and pray for her, and a few of these coeds confessed similar sins.  If the first man’s 

confession made it safe to step up to the microphone, this confession made if safe to be 

completely transparent about even the most personal and humiliating failures.  In brief, 

the false masks of perfection began to fall in astounding ways. 

“Student leader[s]… offered an occasional prayer from the platform.  From time 

to time they also suggested the relocation of small prayer groups that clustered around the 

repentant students…  Around midnight a heavy thunderstorm dumped its fury on 

Wheaton, but the downpour failed to discourage anyone.  As students felt the presence of 

the Holy Spirit more clearly, many were convicted to leave the assembly and share the 

news with their friends.  In dorm rooms and apartments all over the campus, many of the 

twenty-three hundred undergraduates and three hundred graduate students heard the first 

reports of the reverent and tearful assembly occurring in Pierce Chapel. 

“Sometime in the middle of the night, [the chaplain and some faculty and student 

leaders] huddled to discuss the surprising chain of events.  No one wanted to interfere 
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with God’s outpouring of grace, but it was late and classes as well as chapel were 

scheduled as usual for Monday morning.  After prayer and discussion, there was a keen 

sense that the meeting should end at 6:00 AM.  Because scores of students were still in 

line for the microphones, everyone was promised the meeting would reconvene at 9:30 

Monday evening. 

“By 9:30 PM Monday, more than one thousand students had gathered at Pierce 

Chapel…  After some singing and prayer, the microphones were opened as promised.  

This time long lines quickly formed along both sides of the chapel.  Like the previous 

night, it was an orderly gathering.  There were radiant smiles of joy, and there was an 

almost constant chorus of sobbing and crying.  The widespread urge to seek God’s 

forgiveness and the forgiveness of the college community was no respecter of class, race, 

or gender.  Men and women, undergraduate and graduate, purposefully made their way to 

the front. 

“An undergraduate man, in a determined effort to truly repent and turn away from 

his sins, carried some CDs in a plastic bag up to the platform.  He said he had realized for 

months that he should get rid of these particular items, but he had refused to obey the 

nudging of the Holy Spirit.  As soon as he confessed and placed those stumbling blocks 

to inner peace on the stage, other students began to rise from their seats and slip out of 

the chapel.  During the next hours, dozens of men and women returned to the chapel, 

went forward, and placed on the stage items that were disturbing their fellowship with 

God.  Within a few hours, five large plastic garbage bags were filled with a range of 

items including books, magazines, videos, CDs, alcohol, and tobacco… 

“…Those who confessed were not alone in experiencing great joy.  Hundreds 

who came to see what was happening were stirred by a powerful sense of God’s 

presence.  Many lost track of time and wanted nothing to stop the outflow of songs and 

prayers.  The ecstasy notwithstanding, the chaplain and other faculty and staff 

representatives agreed that the meeting should end by 2:00 AM with the promise of a 

reconvening at 9:30 PM on Tuesday. 

The meetings had to be moved to a nearby church for Tuesday night.  “…More 

than thirteen hundred students and a few more faculty and staff turned out on Tuesday.  

As the evening wore on, more students and a few visitors slipped in as well.  Once again 

the lines were long for the microphones.  And again the meeting was halted at 2 or 2:30 

AM with the promise of reassembly at 9:30 that evening. 

Open confession continued until the wee hours of the morning on Wednesday 

night.  And finally on Thursday night there were 1,800 people crammed into the 

sanctuary to celebrate what the Holy Spirit had spontaneously done that week.  As a 

result hundreds of men and women committed their lives to overseas missions work and 

the revival spread to countless other campus across the country that year through 

Wheaton students visiting them to tell of what God had done.
5
  I love that story.  It shows 

what happens when the Holy Spirit shows up. 

 

Conclusion 
 I don’t know what God wants to do with us today.  I don’t want to try to 

manipulate the Spirit to mimic what happened at Wheaton.  I just want to be faithful in 

consistently and uncompromisingly preaching the Word of God like Paul did in Ephesus 

and I pray that in God’s timing and God’s way he uses it to reveal himself to us and to 
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make this church a place where the name of the Lord Jesus is undeniably held in high 

honor.  If we are, we will also be a place where people are convicted of sin and serious 

about getting rid of the filth in their lives.  People will be convicted to confess their secret 

sins and renounce them and not let them stay bottled up inside where they can eat away at 

you and suffocate your soul. 

 So we’re going to go into a time of silent meditation where we can all search our 

hearts and listen to the Spirit talking to us, followed by a time of singing some songs of 

confession and repentance.  James 5:16 says, “Confess your sins to each other and pray 

for each other so that you may be healed.”  Derick, one of the other elders, and I will be 

in the back of the room during this time for people to come and humbly confess sins and 

pray with us.  Maybe you want to grab your accountability partner and go back and pray 

with him or her, or your discipler, or someone in your small group, or just a friend, or 

maybe even someone you’ve offended and ask for their forgiveness.  Don’t quench the 

Spirit, if you hear his voice; don’t ignore him.  You are safe here to let go.  No one will 

hold what you confess over you.  Rather, we will pray for each other and getting our sins 

off our chests is the way to healing. 

So we’ll be at the back.  Again, there’ll be a time of silent meditation and then a 

few songs.  Please use this time to confess your sins; sins of pride, sins of division, sins 

of unsubmissiveness, racism, sexual sins – maybe some of you are secretly indulging in 

pornography or there has been some sort of marital unfaithfulness, sins of dishonesty, 

laziness, cheating, stealing, hatred, gossip.  When the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is 

held in high honor, people get serious about getting rid of the sin in their lives. 

 

Communion 
1 John 1:8-9 says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  1 Corinthians 11:28 says, “A man ought to 

examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”  We don’t want to 

approach this Table flippantly or without having examined our hearts and been reminded 

of our sin and repented of it.  This doesn’t mean you have to clean yourself up before 

coming to the Lord.  Far from it!  It simply means that you need to recognize your need 

for forgiveness and grace, confess your sins, and then eat of this meal that graphically 

reminds us of the only ground of our forgiveness – Christ’s body broken for us and his 

blood shed for us on the cross.  He took our sins upon himself and paid in his body the 

due penalty for our sins so that we wouldn’t have to.  This is the good news, guys, and 

that’s what we want to end on today – the news that God has provided a way for us to be 

in his holy presence, despite our sinfulness, and live.  It’s only by the cross that we can 

have our sin taken away and have the power to be free from it in our lives. 

 

Benediction 
May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  (Heb. 13:20-21) 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 2, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for personal 

Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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