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Text 
When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 

Jewish synagogue. 
2 
As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he 

reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3 
explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from 

the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. 
4 
Some of the Jews were persuaded 

and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 
5 

But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob 

and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring 

them out to the crowd. 
6 
But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers 

before the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come 

here, 
7 
and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that 

there is another king, one called Jesus." 
8 
When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were 

thrown into turmoil. 
9 
Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 

10 
As soon as it was 

night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish 

synagogue. 
11 

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the 

message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
12 

Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 
13 

When 

the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, 

agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 
14 

The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and 

Timothy stayed at Berea. 
15 

The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with 

instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 

 

Introduction 
 What would it be like to go a week without your computer (no email, no web 

surfing, no games, etc…)?  What would it be like to go a week without coffee (no 

Starbucks, no Carribou, not even Folgers crystals)?  What would it be like to go a whole 

week without talking to your spouse, without using a cell phone, without taking a shower, 

without air conditioning in the summer?  Your life would be thrown completely off kilter, 

wouldn’t it?  Let me ask you this?  Could you survive a week without your Bible?  What 

effect would it have on you if someone took away every Bible that was in your house?  

Would you miss it?  Or would you be able to go on pretty much the same as normal, 

business as usual, unfazed? 

 Let me be real up front with you this morning on what my aim is.  I want God to 

use his Word to make this church a people soaked in, steeped in, submersed in, stuck on, 

strengthened from, surrendered to the Scriptures.  I want you to grow in your hunger for 
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and commitment to your Bibles, to not be able to make it one day without them.  So 

many churches in America today are in such a sorry state – anemic, thoroughly 

accommodated to culture, impotent, susceptible to all sorts of destructive heresies, full of 

greed, selfishness, and bickering, declining in numbers or growing for the wrong reasons.  

So many churches are spiritually dead and it all stems from one thing – a loss of awe and 

wonder at God’s self-revelation in Scripture and hence a lack of fidelity to Scripture.  My 

aim this morning is to preach God’s Word so that those who make up this church “are of 

more noble character than [those in the majority of churches in our country today]” (v. 

11).  I make no qualms about that. 

 I want you to be passionately in love with God – to see and savor his unsurpassed 

glory and the magnificence of his grace ultimately displayed in the cross of Christ – and 

the place where his glory and grace are primarily revealed to us is in the Bible.  Without 

the Bible we would be utterly lost – no way of knowing God beyond a vague notion that 

he’s there and no way of knowing what Jesus did in his life, death, and resurrection.  As 

St. Augustine prayed, “What your Scripture says, [O God], you say.”  If you want to hear 

God, you have to listen to the Bible.  If you want to know God, you have to know your 

Bible.  I want us to be, as J.I. Packer calls it, “Bible-moths,”
1
 “beavers for the Bible”

2
 –  

people who eat up the Word and can’t get enough.  Listen to what John Wesley once 

said: 

 

To candid, reasonable men I am not afraid to lay open what have been the 

inmost thoughts of my heart.  I have thought: I am a creature of a day, 

passing through life as an arrow through the air.  I am a spirit come from 

God and returning to God; just hovering over the great gulf till, a few 

moments hence, I am no more seen, I drop into an unchangeable eternity!  

I want to know one thing: the way to heaven, how to land safe on that 

happy shore.  God himself has condescended to teach the way; for this 

very end he came from heaven.  He hath written it down in a book.  O give 

me that book!  At any price, give me the book of God!  I have it: here is 

knowledge enough for me.  Let me be homo unius libri [a man of only one 

book].  Here then I am, far away from the busy ways of men.  I sit down 

alone – only God is here.  In his presence I open, I read his book from this 

end, to find the way to heaven.
3
 

 

 Do you see your life that way – in an eternal perspective that makes television and 

video games look like a waste of time?  Do you cling to your Bible like a life-preserver?  

If you were exiled to a remote island and could take with you only one possession – 

would it be your Bible.  If you had only a week to live, would you want to spend it 

reading the Bible or listening to it being read?  If not, my aim today (with God’s help) is 

to make that the case.  But my aim is not to do it by making you feel guilty or obligated – 

dutiful reading of God’s Word can be just as bad as no reading.  My aim is to show you 

from Scripture the desirability of Scripture.  My prayer is that you would see today the 

God of Scripture and be drawn by his beauty and pleasure to him through his Word.  I 

want to be really up front about that.  That’s what I’m doing.  In short, what this 

particular text is saying is simple and it’s just this: We should cherish Scripture 

because it authoritatively reveals the authority of Jesus. 
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Let’s pray… 
[Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 

patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.]
4
 

 

Context 
 Before we go into why we should cherish Scripture as the authoritative 

revelation of the authority of Jesus let me briefly remind you of the setting we find 

ourselves in as we start ch. 17.  The book of Acts tells the story of the birth of the church 

after Jesus’ ascension.  Early on in book the Spirit came in a mighty way to empower the 

church to expand by bearing witness to Jesus.  At first it was just among Jews in 

Jerusalem, and then those in Jerusalem began to see the gospel spread to Samaritans and 

then to Palestinian Gentiles.  And then in ch. 11 a church was born in the major Syrian 

city of Antioch – the Chicago of antiquity – and this urban, multi-ethnic church continued 

the movement by sending out people to take the message of Jesus to farther places.  

About this time Paul replaces Peter as the main focus of the book and for the last few 

chapters we’ve been following him as he goes farther and farther west, planting churches 

in the cities along the way. 

 Last week he and Silas and Timothy and Luke were in Philippi and we made note 

of how to go about being missional ourselves – going to the lost where they’re at and not 

just sitting back and foolishly expecting them to come to you.  This week we see Paul, 

Silas, and Timothy leaving Luke behind in Philippi (the use of “we” stops and now Luke 

goes back to reporting in the third person) and the threesome traveling along the Egnatian 

Way through Amphipolis and Apollonia until they arrive at the capital of Macedonia – 

Thessalonica.  Again, as one person has said, “the importance of this city commended it 

as a suitable place for intensive evangelism;”
5
 Paul goes to cities.  Unlike at Philippi, 

“there was a Jewish synagogue” (v. 2) in Thessalonica.  Paul goes there to tell the good 

news about Jesus because this is the most obvious place to begin to tell this message.  

Recall that in these synagogues of the Diaspora there were both Jews and God-fearers – 

Gentiles who were intrigued with the God of Israel, but hadn’t fully converted to 

Judaism.  “Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large 

number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women” (v. 4).  The Lord 

opened some people’s hearts to respond to the message of Christ. 

 As is always the case, however, some did not take too kindly to the message of 

Jesus.  The most vehement were usually the Jews, who had mistaken their religion for a 

relationship with the Lord and bristled at a message of grace.  They stirred up trouble, 

inciting a mob to go in search of Paul and Silas.  A guy named Jason had been 

“persuaded” that Jesus was the Christ and had opened up his home to Paul and Silas, so 

the mob went there looking for them, but Paul and Silas were nowhere to be found, 

presumably because they had snuck away into hiding when it looked like trouble was in 

the mix.  So Jason was dragged away instead and brought up on false charges and made 

to post bond. 

 That night, reminiscent of earlier in Paul’s Christian life way back in Damascus 

shortly after his conversion and also in Jerusalem (ch. 9), Paul and Silas were 
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clandestinely sent away to nearby Berea.  “On arriving there, they went to the Jewish 

synagogue” (v. 10) as was to be expected.  We read that “many of the Jews [in Berea] 

believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.”  There 

was a good reception in Berea and again we see how the church is for everyone – Jew, 

Greek, slave, free, male, female,… even sophisticated/prominent people – every socio-

economic class from top to bottom.  But Paul’s enemies from Thessalonica followed him 

to Berea and so a similar escape plan had to be devised, this time separating Paul from 

Silas and Timothy and bringing him to Athens where things really get interesting; I can’t 

wait to preach from that text next time we’re in Acts. 

 

Scripture as Authoritative 
 Okay, so that’s the lay of the land; that’s the story.  Do you notice any common 

theme running throughout this story, any repeated words?  That’s a basic, interpretative 

question we ask ourselves when we study the Bible.  I see “synagogue” mentioned a few 

times.  Maybe Luke is trying to direct us to the practice of entering synagogues, but that’s 

been mentioned before in Acts.  I see the word “prominent” a couple times and certainly 

Luke is saying something about the range of the kinds of people affected by the gospel.  

Prominent people were in the church; it’s not just for hillbillies, hicks, and highschool 

drop outs.  But again we’ve seen that before, it’s probably not the major theme of this 

section.  As I read this through several times I noticed that Luke seems to be subtly 

highlighting the Scriptures.  In Thessalonica Paul “reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures” (v. 2) and the Bereans are commended for examining “the Scriptures every 

day to see if what Paul said was true” (v. 11).  Luke seems to want us to take note of the 

priority placed on the Scriptures. 

 Now, when Luke talks about the Scriptures here, he has in mind the Hebrew Bible 

– the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings; what we refer to as the OT.  God’s people 

have long been a ‘people of the Book’.  We don’t just have stories or mystical 

experiences, we have a book.  God revealed his will in writing with the Ten 

Commandments written on tablets of stone.  Moses quickly went to work writing the first 

five books of the OT: Genesis – a distinctively Hebrew cosmology and an introduction 

setting up the story of the Exodus; Exodus – the book that recounts God’s deliverance 

from Egypt and giving of the Law, the defining events in Israel’s history; Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy – books that tell of the desert wanderings and give more of 

the Law that was to govern God’s people in the promised land.  These five books, 

referred to as Torah or the Pentateuch or simply the Book of Moses, were memorized by 

heart by most Jews.  Memorized!  That’s taking it pretty seriously. 

King David would later write of these holy documents: 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes… 

The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous.  They are 

more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than 

honey, than honey from the comb.  By them is your servant warned; in 

keeping them there is great reward (Ps. 19:7-11) 
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Here God’s Word is portrayed as being desirable, powerful, profitable.  A first century 

Jewish Christian writer summarized by saying that, “the word of God is living and 

active” (Heb. 4:12), it’s not a dead, dry text.  All of the massive Psalm 119 is an acrostic 

poem praising the written revelation of God and declaring, “Oh, how I love your law!  I 

meditate on it all day long.” (v. 97).  People took this book, the Torah, seriously.  And 

eventually these psalms and other writings were recognized as being unique and inspired 

by God and were collected and joined with the Torah as Holy Scripture. 

 God also spoke through the mouths of special prophets mighty oracles, but many 

of those prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Micah, Zechariah, etc…) were compelled by 

God to write down their revelation, to put it on paper, to document it for posterity, and 

these writings also bore a distinguishing mark as being the very Word of God.  And they 

were collected and included in the canon and reverenced as special revelation – the Law, 

the Prophets, the Writings,… the OT.  God revealed himself through writing.  His people 

have always been a ‘people of the Book’. 

And when Jesus comes along that doesn’t change.  Jesus – the ultimate Word of 

God incarnate – was a ‘man of the Book’.  He knew his Scriptures and used them to fight 

the devil’s temptations – “It is written… it is written…” (cf. Mt. 4:4).  He appealed to 

Scripture to validate his mission (cf. Lk. 4:18-19).  He interpreted Scripture rightly 

against faulty interpretations of the day (cf. Mt. 19:3ff).  He made very clear, “Do not 

think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 

smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 

until everything is accomplished” (Mt. 5:17-18).  Jesus appealed to the Hebrew 

Scriptures as authoritative – “Have you not read…” (cf. Mk. 12:26).  Jesus himself was a 

‘man of the Book’, the inference being that if Jesus saw a collection of writings as 

authoritative and inspired, we should too. 

 Paul, following the Lord’s example, held that “all Scripture is God-breathed and 

is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2Tim. 3:16).  

The words on the page are not just words written by humans like an encyclopedia or 

newspaper; they are breathed out by God, therefore they are trustworthy, truthful, and 

divine.  Paul believed that the words of the OT were God’s words and so when he shows 

up in Thessalonica and goes into the synagogue on consecutive Sabbaths he “reasoned… 

from the Scriptures” (v. 2).  He didn’t appeal, first, to experience – “Let me tell you what 

Jesus means to me; let me tell you my testimony – I was going to Damascus…”  He does 

that elsewhere.  Personal testimonies of how God has changed your life or shown himself 

to you are useful in evangelism, but subjective experience is NOT our authority – people 

have experiences all sorts of wacky things: “God told me _____.”  We have a revelation 

directly from God, written down and preserved.  It is not merely a record of different 

ancient people’s experiences of God.  It is a consistent, unified, timeless revelation of the 

one true God. 

 And to reason from Scripture implies that there is an element of propositional 

truth contained in it.  Now you know I know that it’s not all propositional.  The Bible is, 

as Walter Brueggemann puts it, “relentlessly narratival.”
6
  It’s a story; it’s poetry; it’s 

mysterious; it’s provocative.  And you know that I’m not an advocate of hyper-

rationality, arrogantly and fruitlessly trying to figure everything out and divide up the 
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Bible (and hence God) into neatly packaged compartments.  But neither is Scripture 

irrational.  Because Scripture is authoritatively revealed truth, we can reason from it and 

deduce from it and argue from it and we can derive certain doctrines from it. 

So first and foremost, Scripture is authoritative.  God has spoken; there is a text; 

there is meaning in the text; we can know that meaning; therefore, we can appeal to that 

text to find out who God is, what he has done, what he will do, what he wants us to do, 

and what is true.  And this now includes the whole of the Old and New Testaments.  

Almost immediately after the books that make up our NT were written they began to be 

recognized as divinely inspired, authoritative, apostolic teaching and they took their place 

alongside the Hebrew Scriptures in the canon.  The apostle Peter, in his second epistle, 

refers to Paul’s writings as Scripture (cf. 2Pet. 3:15ff).  So in the Bible, both Old and 

New Testaments, we have an authoritative document that all matters of faith and practice 

must be tested by.  God has spoken in Scripture. 

 

Scripture as Christ-Centered 
 Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the 

Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead” (v. 3) and telling them that Jesus was the 

Christ!  Luke, in retelling Paul’s argument, tells us that not only is Scripture authoritative, 

but that Scripture is thoroughly Christ-centered.  The 39 books of the OT have a unified 

thrust that leads right to Jesus, the cross, and the resurrection.  Jesus is foretold and 

foreshadowed on every page.  It’s all pointing to him as the culmination of salvation-

history.  The four Gospels at the beginning of the NT are the authoritative, eye-witness 

accounts of Jesus’ life, the climax of which is the cross and resurrection.  And the rest of 

the NT looks back and authoritatively interprets the Christ event, telling us what it means 

and how it affects us today.  The whole Bible hinges on Jesus!  He is at its core. 

Jesus scolded the Jews of his day for their misuse of Scripture – “You diligently 

study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.  These are 

the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life” (Jn. 5:39-

40).  After his resurrection Jesus, Luke tells us, “opened the Scriptures” (Lk. 24:32) to a 

couple on the road to Emmaus – the word for opened there is the same word translated 

“explain” here.  “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what 

was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Lk. 24:27).  The NT epistles are chock 

full of OT allusions and quotations.  And Paul in one place tells Timothy that “the holy 

Scriptures… are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2Tim. 

3:15). 

The main thing the Bible does is lead us to Jesus and what he did on the cross.  

This is its center.  The glory of God is the underlying theme of the whole Bible, but 

God’s glory is preeminently displayed in Jesus Christ where God himself took on human 

flesh; lived a perfect life, exemplifying kingdom values; died on the cross as a substitute 

for sinners, exhausting the wrath of God toward the sins of those who would put their 

trust in him, triumphing over Satan and evil, and eternally redeeming a people for 

himself; and he rose from the dead, validating the atonement, conquering death, and 

inaugurating the long-awaited kingdom of God as the proto-type of things to come.  This 

is an amazing truth!  This is a glorious God.  This is the reality that alone can give 

meaning and purpose to life.  And this is what the Bible tells us. 
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Some people find the Bible boring and hard to get into… a chore to force 

themselves to read it.  Maybe that summarizes some of your feelings.  That’s because 

you’re coming to it looking for the wrong things.  We want it to be entertaining and some 

parts are – like the story of David’s rise to power and fall; but some parts aren’t like the 

genealogies of Genesis.  We look for personal guidance in it, but find that it doesn’t seem 

to contain anything about what career to pick or who to marry.  We want it to be 

inspirational, encouraging, and uplifting, but frankly some Hallmark cards and Chicken 

Soup for the Soul do a better job at that.  We look to the Bible for comfort when the going 

gets rough, but it doesn’t seem to cut it like a therapist or a best-selling pop-psychology 

book does.  We want a leadership manual – Jesus CEO, but again it doesn’t seem to cut it 

so we get impatient and uninterested.  We want principles to fix our marriages, raise our 

kids, 7 steps for healthy relationships, 10 keys for success (which people usually define 

as health and weath).  And when we see the Bible this way, our interest in the Bible will 

wax and wane based upon fads and ultimately we will get disappointed and dismayed.  

We won’t want to read, study, meditate on, memorize, or discuss the Bible. 

But here’s the thing: we don’t need, first and foremost, entertainment, guidance in 

decision-making, encouragement and inspiration, comfort, or principles for living 

reduced to slick formulas.  We have a deeper problem than that.  We are sinners alienated 

from God and under his wrath, doomed to an eternity of futility, emptiness, darkness, and 

pain.  What we need is a Savior.  We need Jesus!  And once you see him, once glimpse 

isn’t enough.  We need to see him everyday!  When you begin to understand that all of 

Scripture points you to “the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8), reading the Bible 

takes on new meaning.  It becomes more than a cheap self-help book or spiritual pick-

me-up, it becomes a window to Jesus Christ “in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).  That’s what the Bible’s about.  Oh how different 

we’d be if we let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly (cf. Col. 3:16). 

 Once we get that, then the other aspects of Scripture are opened up to us and we 

see how it is a sensational story, it does give the best advice on how to spend our lives, it 

is supremely encouraging to delve into what Christ has secured for us, it provides 

comfort the world does not know, it shows us how to live in view of God’s mercy.  If you 

want to see Christ, the center-piece of human history, the sole hope of the world, get into 

this book.  If you want to be affirmed and learn how to be successful, you won’t care too 

much for this book.  Scripture is authoritative; Scripture is radically Christ-centered; and 

Scripture confronts us. 

 

Scripture Confronts Us With the Authority of Christ 
 That may not sound too appealing and I have to admit that many times it’s not 

‘fun’, but Proverbs says, “Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies 

kisses” (27:6).  Jesus says to his disciples, “I have called you friends” (Jn. 15:15).  

Therefore we should expect Jesus to wound us, to cut us, to prune us, to discipline us, to 

pierce us, to rebuke and confront us.  No one wants a friend that never tells him anything 

that’s hard to hear, at least no one should want a friend like that.  I’d wager to say that 

person really isn’t a friend at all.  The Christ that Scripture reveals to us is (to borrow a 

phrase from C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia used to describe Aslan) not safe, but he’s 

good.  He is the King, the Christ, the supreme authority.  If this is who Scripture reveals 
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we should expect Scripture to confront us and our perceived autonomy or allegiance to 

other gods. 

 This truth comes to us unwittingly from the mouths of the Jews charging Jason 

and the Christians with sedition.  “These men who have caused trouble all over the world 

have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house.  They are all defying 

Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus” (vv. 6-7).  They 

were right: the message of Jesus is a message of a rival kingdom.  Jesus is king, Caesar is 

in comparison nothing.  The kingdom of God is subversive.  It sets itself up over against 

any other worldly power or authority.  It is supreme.  King Jesus alone deserves our full 

homage.  This is a radical message.  The Jews were ironically right: the gospel turns the 

world upside down.  “These men,” they say, “have caused trouble all over the world” (v. 

6).  The verb ‘to cause trouble’ (avnastato,w) “has revolutionary overtones.”
7
  Jesus was a 

revolutionary in a sense, inaugurating a kingdom where he is the sovereign ruler.  And so 

the Scriptures that reveal this king Jesus will confront any opposing idea in the world, but 

also in us.  If our loyalties are divided, God’s Word will confront that.  If we are not 

submitted entirely to Jesus, God’s Word will rebuke us, and that’s not pleasant… but it’s 

good. 

That Hebrews passage I quoted earlier goes on to say, “The word of God is living 

and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).  

Charles Spurgeon says this means “that [the Bible] is all edge.  A sword with two edges 

has no blunt side – it cuts both this way and that.  The Revelation of God given us in 

Holy Scripture is edge all over.  It is alive in every part and in every part keen to cut the 

conscience and wound the heart…”  He continues, “Yes, when Christ comes, He comes 

not to send peace on the earth, but a sword.  And that sword begins at home, in our own 

souls, killing, cutting, hacking, breaking in pieces.  Blessed is that man who knows the 

Word of the Lord by its exceeding sharpness, for it kills nothing but that which ought to 

be killed.  It quickens and gives new life to all that is of God.  But the old depraved life 

which ought to die, it hews in pieces.”
8
 

How many of you have been bloodied up by God’s Word recently?  If not, may I 

suggest that you either haven’t been reading it very well or that you’ve been reading it for 

the wrong purposes, like I mentioned earlier.  If Scripture leads us to Christ and Christ 

lays claim over every area of our lives, then Scripture is going to be convicting us, laying 

us low, showing us sin, cutting out cancerous tumors of idolatry in our hearts.  And even 

this, drives us back to Jesus and the cross, for we see our wretchedness and cling all the 

more to his mercy.  The gospel is all the more sweet to us.  It is good to be confronted 

and convicted by Scripture.  Friends, don’t run away from it.  PLEASE!  DON”T RUN 

HIDE FROM THE WORD!  Let him rip you open and break your pride and drive you to 

himself.  PLEASE!  His Word will do that. 

 

Noble Bereans 
 So God’s Word is authoritative – giving us a rock of truth to stand on.  God’s 

Word is Christ-centered – showing us the Savior we so desperately need.  God’s Word 

reproves and reprimands us – showing us a Christ that is above all earthly powers.  

Finally, we see in this text a model for how we are to approach this authoritative 

revelation of the authority of Jesus.  We are to cherish it – eagerly examine it, study it, 



9 

read it, learn it, memorize it, speak it, hear it, discuss it… love it.  When Paul, Silas, and 

Timothy arrive in Berea they found the Bereans to have a quality not possessed by the 

Thessalonians.  Namely, they were Scripture saturated, eager to hear from God and 

investigate the Scriptures for themselves every day. 

 These are the kind of people Luke wants his readers to be.  This is how I want to 

be.  This is how I want you to be.  That word – eager… that’s what I so desperately desire 

from everyone in this church.  Not obliged, but eager to come to church and hear God’s 

Word read and exposited.  If I can’t hear God’s Word preached, I will go online the next 

day and download the sermon and listen to it!  Eager to go to Small Group Bible study in 

the middle of the week because God’s Word will be opened and discussed and together 

we will let it work on us.  Eager to go to Saturday Morning Prayer Meeting where God’s 

Word is used to lead us into prayer.  Eager to get up every morning and before anything 

else, get into God’s Word, because it is our only authority, it takes us to our precious 

Lord Jesus, it cuts out the sin remaining in our hearts and keeps us from wandering off 

the path.  O, brothers and sisters, be of noble character.  Love the Word of God.  Not 

under compulsion, but eagerly.  It is our greatest earthly treasure.  Don’t let it go for 

anything!  Don’t reduce it to a chore. 

 That word – examine… read through the Scriptures consistently to get inside the 

broad scope of the story, but also take time to dig deep.  Learn Bible study skills in the 

Immanuel Institute to go deeper in studying the text.  You can never fully explore all 

there is, so don’t wait to get started.  Don’t gloss over hard texts that seem to make no 

sense at first glance.  Roll up your sleeves, start thinking, read commentaries, cross 

reference, look up words in the concordance…  I don’t know how many times I’ve been 

studying something to preach on and it didn’t seem to make sense at first, but once I 

started digging in I found stuff in there that I’d never seen before – wonderful things in 

God’s Word.  Teach God’s Word to others, this it really begins to come alive to you – 

lead a Small Group, disciple someone, teach Sunday School.  Don’t just sit and listen to 

sermons, have your Bibles open during them.  Check and see where I’m getting what I’m 

saying.  See if it’s right.  And finally, memorize Scripture.  This is something that I’m 

horrible at, but the elders have just started doing this.  Ps. 119:11 says, “I have hidden 

your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”  Start memorizing passages of 

Scripture that can get into your mind and start doing its work. 

 And that phrase – every day… be in the Word every day.  For that to happen you 

have to be disciplined.  You can’t just expect it to happen spontaneously.  Things will get 

busy, before you know it it’s night time and you’re tired and vow that you’ll read it 

tomorrow, but tomorrow comes around and the same thing happens.  Spontaneous times 

in God’s Word are great and necessary, but you’ve got to have a set time, place, and plan 

as well.  Otherwise your Bible reading will be hit and miss.  Early in the morning is the 

best time (before anything else can crowd it out and so that you can start your day in the 

Scriptures).  Pick a quiet place in your home and go there every morning.  Have a plan.  

If you don’t have a plan, email me and I’d be glad to send you some Bible reading plans 

to go through.  There are several good ones. 

This is how we should be: eagerly examining everyday the Scriptures.  Now I 

know and you know that this is hard.  Sometimes you don’t want to go to Bible study.  

Sometimes you don’t want to have a quiet time.  Don’t let Satan lie to you and let you 

think that it’s okay to not do it because you don’t feel like it.  That’s straight from the pit 
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of hell.  Get on your knees and open your Bible or go to Bible Study.  Let me get really 

practical as I bring this to an end.  This isn’t mine.  I’ve borrowed it from John Piper, but 

it’s such a helpful strategy.  When you don’t feel very noble, pray IOUS – “Incline my 

heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!” (Ps. 119:36).  “Open my eyes, that I 

may behold wondrous things out of your law” (Ps. 119:18).  “Unite my heart to fear your 

name” (Ps. 86:11).  “Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may 

rejoice and be glad all our days” (Ps. 90:14).
9
 

 

Conclusion 

We should cherish Scripture because it authoritatively reveals the authority 

of Jesus.  People like John Wycliff and William Tyndale and others gave their lives so 

that we could have English Bibles.  This book is precious.  It shows us Jesus and cuts 

away everything that clouds our vision of him.  Do you want to see Jesus?  Let’s spend 

some time in prayer asking him to Incline our hearts to his Word, Open our eyes to see 

wonderful things there, Unite our hearts to fear him alone, and Satisfy us with himself. 

 

Benediction 
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement through the Scriptures give you a 

spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and 

mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 28, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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