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Text 
From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. 

12 
From 

there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we 

stayed there several days. 
13 

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to 

find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 
14 

One of 

those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a 

worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 
15 

When she and the members 

of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she 

said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 
16 

Once when we were going to the place of 

prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great 

deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 
17 

This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, 

"These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." 
18 

She kept this up 

for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name 

of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her. 
19 

When the owners of 

the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged 

them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 
20 

They brought them before the magistrates and said, 

"These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 
21 

by advocating customs unlawful for us 

Romans to accept or practice." 
22 

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the 

magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. 
23 

After they had been severely flogged, they were 

thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 
24 

Upon receiving such orders, 

he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 

About midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 
26 

Suddenly there was 

such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew 

open, and everybody's chains came loose. 
27 

The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he 

drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 
28 

But Paul 

shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 
29 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling 

before Paul and Silas. 
30 

He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
31 

They 

replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household." 
32 

Then they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 
33 

At that hour of the night the jailer took them 

and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
34 

The jailer brought them 

into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God-- 

he and his whole family. 
35 

When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the 

order: "Release those men." 
36 

The jailer told Paul, "The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be 

released. Now you can leave. Go in peace." 
37 

But Paul said to the officers: "They beat us publicly without 

a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us 

quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out." 
38 

The officers reported this to the magistrates, 

and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. 
39 

They came to appease 

them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city. 
40 

After Paul and Silas came out 
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of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. Then they 

left. 

 

Introduction 
 Forgive me if the title of this sermon is too over the edge.  It just came to me as I 

was reading through this passage and I thought it was catchy.  Maybe you single guys 

saw this title and thought I’d give detailed advice about how to pick up girls at prayer 

meeting.  Sorry, I won’t say anything about that beyond this: church is a good place to 

get a girlfriend… 

 I’m talking today about the church’s mandate to be missional.  What’s missional?  

I’ve been mentioning that word several times; I did a whole sermon on it back last 

December, but some of you probably weren’t there for that sermon so I’ll explain it 

again.  Missional is a new buzzword describing an age old understanding that has fallen 

out of use by many churches of late and therefore needs a new label to get our attention.  

Essentially, it’s the biblical theological notion that God is a God on a mission – a mission 

to redeem humanity and creation from the effects of sin, a mission to purchase a people 

for himself.  The pinnacle of this mission occurred in the birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ – the One sent of God to seek and save what was lost (cf. Lk. 

19:10). 

 And now those who are found by Christ, are forgiven of their sins, are reconciled 

to God, are justified by faith, and are being transformed into Christ’s likeness are brought 

in on that mission to witness to the redemption of Christ.  “As the Father has sent me,” 

Jesus says to his disciples, “I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21).  We participate in the missio 

Dei.  To be a follower of Christ is to be sent – to go out into the world to love it and to 

seek its restoration.  We don’t just sit back and do our own thing – me and God.  Nor do 

we just huddle together with others who are like us and separate from the world and just 

enjoy each others company; if someone wants to for some strange reason come and join 

us, that’s okay (provided they’re like us and don’t ruin the good thing we got going).  

Guys, that’s not biblical Christianity!  To be in Christ is to be in on his mission.  We get 

out there into the world to share with others the infinite love of God that we have had 

lavished upon us.  We infiltrate the neighborhoods, the professions, the schools, the 

culture to engage it with the life-changing message of the gospel.  If we’re not doing that, 

then something has gone drastically wrong somewhere. 

I thank God for the privilege of preaching his Word and praise him that his Word 

prods us and pokes us and challenges us, amen?  Understand, I’m preaching to myself 

this morning.  Do you praise him that his Word pushes us and confronts us, or are you 

annoyed by that?  The whole book of Acts is written to fire us up to be on mission, to 

hear the inspiring stories of the apostles and be encouraged in our own task of taking the 

gospel to those who need to hear it.  Do you believe that?  Do you believe that’s why it’s 

in the Bible?  Today’s text is really interesting.  It shows a lot about what being missional 

looks like and what happens when we’re like that.  In short, what we see from today’s 

passage is just this: the world is full of all kinds of different people, the church must 

take the gospel to the world, therefore the church will be full of all kinds of different 

people. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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Oh, the Places You’ll Go (vv. 11-15) 
 Paul was a unique kind of missional man, eager to be leading the charge into 

uncharted territory (cf. Rom. 15:20), the first trekkie.  He couldn’t stay in one place very 

long.  He wanted to find completely unreached places and go there.  He’s a rare 

breed…important (there are still unreached places in the world today and we need Paul’s 

that want to go there with the gospel), but his make-up and calling is not for everyone.  

Paul himself was intentional about planting stable, long-term churches with elders to 

shepherd and care for them with the assumption that they would be rooted in their local 

communities – work there, raise kids there, die there.  But some of us take that as an 

excuse for saying that what he did doesn’t really apply to us because we’re not 

missionaries we’re just ordinary, regular church members.  We give our tithes and come 

to church and try to keep our kids’ noses clean, but the radical stuff that Paul did and 

talked about doesn’t really apply to us.  Be careful.  The missional impulse made Paul a 

frontlines church-planter, but the churches he planted were supposed to be missional 

where they were.  They could contribute in other ways to the frontier work (prayer, 

financial support, hospitality), but Paul came and left behind a group of ten people in a 

city with the expectation that that group would continue the task of reaching others in the 

city, you see.  So the same missional impulse that drove Paul is supposed to drive the 

ordinary, regular church members left behind in stable, long-term churches with elders to 

continue to reach the lost around them. 

 And Paul, by his example, showed people how to do just that.  We read that after 

the Macedonian call that Paul received in Troas, he and Silas and Timothy and now Luke 

high-tailed it to Samothrace by boat.  They had the help of the wind at their backs 

because this trip took just one day when it could normally take five days, as it does on 

their return trip in ch. 20 (cf. 20:6).  They didn’t stay long at the island of Samothrace.  

They sailed right away to the port city of Neapolis and hiked eight miles inland to the city 

of Philippi.  Luke gives us the detail that this was a Roman colony, “which means its 

constitution was patterned after that of Rome”
1
 itself, and that it was “the leading city of 

that district of Macedonia” (v. 12).  It was not necessarily the largest or the capital, but it 

was a first-rate, influential urban center.  It lay on the Egnatian Way, a famous Roman 

road used for commerce and travel, parts of which are still visible today.  Again, this 

confirms the strategy that we’ve noted before of going to the cities.  This is where the 

people are.  This is where the need is.  This is where the culture is forged and transmitted.  

This is where Christianity flourishes.  This is how the empire was won.  This is why IBC 

is smack-dab in the center of the world-class city of Chicago – with O’Hare airport, and 

Oprah, and the Board of Trade. 

 So Paul gets to the city and sticks around a little while.  How is he going to share 

this new message of the kingdom of God’s arrival in Jesus the Christ?  Does he send out 

postcards and invite people to come out to a tent where he will be preaching and Silas 

will be playing the lute?  Does he build a building and put a lighted sign out front and 

wait for people to come in?  No.  We read, “On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate 

to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer” (v. 13).  What’s up with that?  

Paul’s typical custom was to visit the synagogue upon entering town on the Sabbath, but 

Philippi didn’t have a synagogue.  You see, according to Jewish tradition there had to be 

at least 10 male heads of household in order to form an official synagogue.  If that 
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quorum couldn’t be reached, Sabbath prayers were to be held outdoors near a body of 

water, presumably for ritual cleansing. 

Paul gets to town, looks up synagogues in the yellow pages, doesn’t see any and 

so he goes down to the river looking for a small gathering of people praying who would 

provide the perfect audience to hear the story of Jesus.  Sure enough, they find a whole 

bunch of women there (no men) – singles, divorcees, widows, ladies who’s husbands 

thought religion was just for women and children.  They listened attentively to this 

traveling Jewish teacher as he spoke about Jesus and how he was the fulfillment of 

everything hoped for in the Scriptures and one of the women there was a Gentile God-

fearer, a business-woman from Thyatira – a city in a region that’s ancient name was 

Lydia.  And so this woman’s name was Lydia.  Her business was in purple cloth, a 

characteristic commodity of Thyatira due to a purple die derived from some roots 

indigenous to that region.  She was listening very carefully. 

So what I want you to notice is that Paul goes to them where they are.  He goes to 

the place where there are bound to be people who are searching for, open to, or interested 

in talking about the things of God, metaphysical realities, the meaning of life, anything 

that may naturally intersect with the story of Jesus.  In Iconium in the first century that’s 

the local Jewish synagogue, in Philippi it’s this makeshift gathering of women along the 

river to pray to the God of Israel, in Athens as we’ll see in a couple weeks (even farther 

away from Jerusalem) it’s the marketplace and the Areopagus where philosophers 

debated and talked about new ideas.  Paul went to them, to the place where he could 

strike up the conversations about Jesus. 

In Chicago in the 21
st
 century where is it?  How do we go to them?  We can’t just 

move into our neighborhood and have a front page article in a local paper written about 

us and sit back expect people to just come to us and want to hear about Jesus.  It may 

work.  Jesus attracted a crowd.  So you don’t completely discount that.  But it’s not the 

primary way it works… that’s not being missional.  Those of you who were at our Good 

Friday outreach… we posted up ads in local coffee shops and bookstores, but how many 

people from the community came?  None.  It’s not bad to do that, some might come.  It’s 

at least a start in the right direction, but what I’m saying is that we have to go to them.  

We can’t just put a sidewalk sign out front and expect people to start flooding in and 

getting saved.  It happens, but it’s not the primary means God uses.  God commands us to 

do something more. 

In Chicago in the 21
st
 century the ‘places of prayer’ are the universities where 

people are studying ideas and philosophies and young people are searching for the 

meaning of life (is there one of those around here anywhere?).  It’s artist open houses, 

where the question of beauty (a profoundly theological question which the gospel 

addresses) is already being discussed.  It’s the English classes where immigrants are 

eager to learn and develop relationships in a new country – I know a few people in 

church have just voluntarily signed up to do this in Pilsen.  My friend who’s planting a 

church in Kalispell, Montana, has a two year old son and when they moved to the 

neighborhood he joined an ‘Involved Dad’s’ group to get to know other dad’s that are 

thinking about raising kids and what does it mean to be a good parent and how should I 

inculcate values. 

I’ve been on an NPR kick recently, listening to it most of the time I’m in the car.  

Did you know that Barbara’s Bookstore – spitting distance from where we sit right now – 
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is like the epicenter of the pop intelligentsia in this city?  Have you ever wandered back 

into the back?  There’s like this auditorium of sorts where they have all kinds of author’s 

come and talk about their books and discuss them.  It’s mentioned several times on NPR.  

A few Wednesdays ago they had a local poetry reading.  Now if Paul was coming to the 

UIC area today I think maybe he’d go to Barbara’s Bookstore and either share a poem he 

had written or dialogue with the poets there about Jesus and the meaning of life.  He 

knew the poets of his day – more on that when we get to Acts 17.  Maybe you’re not a 

poet; maybe you play basketball so go to the local gym and play basketball – the NT’s 

chock full of sports analogies to the Christian life.  But do you get the point?  We gotta 

go to where they are with the message of Jesus, not just expect them to come to us.  Even 

if that means going to places that aren’t, how shall we say it, ‘family friendly’; look at 

who Jesus himself hung out with. 

This isn’t arrogant to say because we know how undeserving we are, but 

Christianity has the answer to everyone’s problem, ultimately.  There are a lot of people 

out there who are in positions where the gospel could be readily connected to their lives.  

If we really believe it and are blown away by the reality of it, then we must go to them, 

not run away scared of them or hide our light under a basket.  If you truly love your 

neighbor, you will, among other things, share the message of the gospel with them.  If 

you don’t you don’t love your neighbor and if you don’t love your neighbor you can’t 

claim to love God, that’s what the Bible says. 

Now in doing this, we have to remember what we looked at a few weeks ago 

when we saw that belief in the sovereignty of God is our impetus for evangelism.  What 

does it say here about Lydia?  It says, “The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 

message.”  Wow!  We’ve got to go to them and share the good news, but ultimately God 

opens people’s hearts to believe.  I don’t have to open their heart.  I can’t open anyone’s 

heart.  God can and he does.  “This dual perspective,” writes Ajith Fernando, “helps us 

avoid not only being lethargic about witness but also feeling ourselves under a bondage 

of having to produce evangelistic results.”
2
  Hearts are naturally closed to the gospel, 

enslaved to sin and resentful of God, but God opens people’s hearts and how cool it is 

when it happens!  And it happens when we share with people.  “This way of looking at 

the matter does not lessen the responsibility of the missionary to beseech and entreat 

people to receive the Word (2 Cor. 5:20, 6:1), nor does it in any way remove the 

responsibility of the hearer to repent and believe the gospel,” says I. Howard Marshall.
3
  

It makes grace, grace and frees us who have experience it up to proclaim it boldly and 

broadly.  We go to the world with the gospel because we trust that God can open their 

hearts to believe it, otherwise it would be a futile task. 

The Lord opened Lydia’s heart and actually, through her, her whole household – 

family and servants.  We don’t know, maybe she immediately went back home and woke 

up her husband and told him the good news of Jesus.  My guess is that she was single, but 

we don’t know.  We just know that this whole group was baptized in the river and then 

Lydia immediately opened up her home to Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke.  The jailer a 

little later on does this too and it just reminds me of the biblical injunction to “practice 

hospitality” (Rom. 12:13).  Are your homes open for the use of the kingdom?  I wish I 

could talk about this for a whole 45 minutes, but there’s a lot of other good stuff in this 

passage we need to get to, but let me just say that I think this is one of the greatest 

evangelistic tools we have.  In our going out into our community to meet people where 
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they’re at, we need to be inviting them to be in our homes.  Hospitality is not 

entertaining.  You don’t have to scour the house and do your hair and get everything just 

right and make a gourmet meal.  Just let them in on your life.  Have people join your 

family for your regular evening meal and just be a part of your home.  Is your home open 

to bring people back into or is it your castle to retreat into and be protected from the 

world? 

When I think of hospitality I think of Francis and Edith Shaeffer.  They began 

opening up their home in Switzerland in 1955 for people to join them and eat and talk 

about Christianity and before long they would be having 20 searching students that they 

had met coming over every weekend.  Listen to how Francis recalls it: “In about the first 

three years of [doing this] all our wedding presents were wiped out.  Our sheets were 

torn.  Holes were burned in our rugs.  Indeed once a whole curtain almost burned up from 

somebody smoking in our living room…drugs came into our place.  People vomited in 

our rooms.”  Oooh, boy!  Sound like fun?  Well, when you realize that hundreds of 

people were coming to faith in Christ through it I get kind of excited. 

Non-believers won’t just come into your house for dinner if you leave the door 

open (although strange things do happen, we’ve started a relationship with one of our 

neighbors by one of the kids just randomly ringing our doorbell one day and asking for 

help, but that’s another story).  Generally, you’ve got to go out to them, meet them where 

they are, talk with them on their front door step, and then share your life with them – and 

your life is found in Jesus Christ.  Believers at IBC: we’ve got to be missional.  It’s not 

optional. 

I’ve heard one pastor say, “We explicitly don’t push our church to do outreach 

because they’re so immature.  We don’t just want to be an outreach oriented church, we 

want to focus on discipleship first and then later on we can do outreach.”  Now I 

understand this thinking; I’ve thought it before.  It’s a reaction to those churches that are 

just all about reaching new people with the good news (which is mistakenly understood 

as getting them to pray a prayer asking Jesus into their hearts) and then the whole of the 

Christian life is to get others to pray to receive Jesus into their hearts.  It’s super shallow; 

there’s no meat.  I’m not really motivated by such an understanding of Christianity.  That 

doesn’t seem to be the faith we see in the Bible that encompasses all of life and provides 

a thorough, comprehensive world-view.  But I want to say to divorce deep, doctrinal, 

serious discipleship from biblical evangelism is equally bad.  Evangelism is part of 

discipleship.  You won’t grow as a Christian until you start sharing your faith with others.  

Don’t think of evangelism as something that’s just for a certain class of mature 

Christians.  It’s for every Christian and if you’re not doing it, at least seeking to do it, you 

won’t grow as a Christian.  That’s how it works. 

 

Oh, the People You’ll Meet (vv. 16-18) 
 So the gospel is for Jew, it’s for Gentile, it’s for men, it’s for women; a strong, 

independent business savvy Lydia trusted Christ, but we must also realize that in our 

going to the people with the gospel we will encounter some real nut jobs… and the 

gospel’s for them too!  “Once,” Luke recounts, “when we were going to the place of 

prayer [to pick up some more women for Jesus], we were met by a slave girl who had a 

spirit by which she predicted the future.  She earned a great deal of money for her owners 

by fortune-telling” (v. 16).  Literally it says “having a Python spirit.”  “According to 
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myth, Python was a snake that guarded the Temple of Apollo and was eventually killed 

by Apollo.”
4
  The spirit of this snake was perceived to possess people and speak through 

them.  We know it was an evil spirit, a minion of Satan.  Because Satan lies behind idols 

and other gods (cf. Ps. 106:37). 

 This girl started following Paul and the others around everywhere, shouting all 

this stuff about how right these guys were and how they shared the way to be saved.  

Satan many times will cause people to say the right, ‘Christian’ stuff as a means of 

infiltrating the church and perverting the gospel.  Paul doesn’t know what to make of it at 

first.  Frankly it’s a little weird, but after a few days it becomes clear that something’s not 

right and this girl was greatly disturbed.  When this dawned on him he became greatly 

annoyed (not with the girl, but with the demon in the girl) and turned around to her and 

said, “‘[Listen, Satan, you’ve really screwed this girl up…] in the name of Jesus Christ I 

command you to come out of her!’  At that moment the spirit left her” (v. 18). 

 As we go to the world with the gospel that is for everyone, we are bound to meet 

some real messed up people, some real weirdos, wackos.  They won’t all be 

distinguished, articulate businesswomen.  They may be disruptive and make you feel 

uncomfortable.  It may be that their problems need the patient love of a community to 

gradually see them transformed by Christ’s love flowing through us.  It may be that 

there’s some real demonic activity going on and we’ll have to confront that in the name 

of Jesus and see the person healed by his power.  The point is, sin has a strangle-hold on 

everyone in this world that hasn’t been set free by Jesus.  It’s manifested in different 

ways and some are more ‘abnormal’ than others, but we should expect that as we go to 

the people and be ready to address that with the authority of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We should have the eyes of Jesus that sees people “harassed and helpless,” with lives 

wrecked by Satan, and that should make us angry at Satan and his work and have 

compassion on those he’s infected, not try to avoid them altogether.  I’m not saying all 

weirdos are demon-possessed.  Some are; some aren’t.  But we’ve got to be willing to 

love and get involved with everyone. 

 

Oh, the People You’ll Peeve 

 But what happens when you start going to the people where they are and some of 

the people start getting their lives made over by Jesus Christ and change – which is what 

the gospel does to people?  It makes others mad.  Specifically when it affects the 

economy of sin.  For this Python girl, she was a slave whose owners exploited her for 

financial gain.  These were like “spiritual pimps.”  “When the owners of the slave girl 

realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities” (v. 19). 

 A missional church effects societal change.  What is the ultimate way to address 

social problems, to change a neighborhood for the good?  To share the gospel with 

individuals!  Now I’m not saying there’s not a place for Christian politics or Christian 

social work or addressing fallen institutions of the world, but ultimately God’s kingdom 

comes and God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven (what we must all be praying for) 

when people hear the gospel and believe it and are transformed from the inside out by his 

grace.  The preaching of the gospel effects social change. 

 Where do I get that?  You have the exploitation of this young woman by bad guys 

for money.  By the power of the gospel this girl is freed from her slavery to Satan and her 
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life is changed and she’s no longer useful to her owners and she’s probably taken into 

Lydia’s home and loved and cared for and the local ring of exploitation is disrupted.  In 

similar ways today the preaching of the gospel will impact the social vices that plague a 

community.  People get saved and are freed of their addictions to gambling and stop 

blowing all their money at the casino.  In a large market it takes a lot of people getting 

saved, but it will have an impact on the casinos eventually.  If somehow the church could 

go to the strippers of this inappropriately named Gentlemen’s club over on Clinton & 

Polk and show them that they are loved by God and don’t have to do this to themselves – 

the approval and attention they are seeking can be found ultimately in God – I’m sure it 

would have an impact on the business owner to have all his strippers quit; it would 

hopefully even put the strip club out of business.  I’m not sure exactly how we would do 

this being wise as serpents yet still innocent as doves, but some people are doing it – 

check out www.jcsgirls.com.  That’s being missional! 

 Here’s my point.  My heart seeks the peace and the prosperity of this city (cf. Jer. 

29:7).  I want to see the UIC area look more and more like what it would look like if 

Jesus Christ were the alderman.  That’s why I want to see Immanuel Baptist Church 

being missional here.  I don’t just want to see people coming to church on Sunday and 

keeping their noses clean and listening to K-LOVE instead of JACK FM.  I want to see a 

wholistic transformation of our neighborhood – sleezy bars shut down, liquor stores 

closed, the drug industry go bankrupt, gangs disbanded.  And taking the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the people can do that.  I went to get my car out this week and when I was 

opening the gate I saw a porn magazine right there in the middle of the alley and I threw 

it in the trash bin, annoyed and angry.  And since I’m getting ready to have a kid in a few 

months, my mind started thinking, “What is it going to be like raising a kid here?  What if 

my son stumbles across stuff like this in his backyard?  So many guy’s stories of porn-

addiction start with a chance meeting like that, when you’re not looking for it but it finds 

you.  Oh, man!  Maybe we should just pack up an leave and move out to Wheaton where 

the sun always shines and the kind of stuff you find laying in the streets is gently used 

furniture that you can take and use at your house, not Playboy.”  But then I thought, “No, 

my job is to get to know these young guys that loiter on my street, guys that don’t have 

father figures, invite them into my home, let them be a part of a loving family, and tell 

them about Jesus Christ and how he has opened a way to the heavenly Father and by the 

grace of God see their hearts changed so that they don’t look at porn and therefore don’t 

leave it laying around in the alleys so my son can stumble upon it.  And if nobody in the 

neighborhood is buying Hustler, maybe the local convenience store will stop selling it.”  

That’s a little simplistic, but I think you know what I mean. 

 Paul’s preaching of the gospel in Philippi shut down the satanic circus show that 

was happening and of course this made people mad.  Being missional will make enemies.  

Are you ready for that?  Are you ready for that?  Paul and Silas are seized, dragged, 

wrongly accused, stripped, beaten (that is, “severely flogged”), thrown in prison, and 

fastened in stocks that made them have to lay down on their raw backs in a dingy cell.  

Not fun.  Certainly painful.  But what do we read they did?  “About midnight [how could 

you fall asleep in this position] Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God” 

(v. 25).  Now get out of your mind any picture of – “Weeee!  I’m in right out, right up, 

right down, right happy all the time.  I’m in right out, right up, right down, right happy all 

the time.  Since Jesus Christ came in and cleansed my heart from sin… I’m in right out, 
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right up, right down, right happy all the time.”  That’s not what it looks like to “count it 

all joy… when you meet trials of various kinds” (cf. James 1:2). 

 It was probably something more like, “When peace, like a river, attendeth my 

way, when sorrows like sea billows roll – whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it 

is well, it is well with my soul.  Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and hath shed 

his own blood for my soul.”  Or something more profound like that, a sober hope.  Do 

you sing to yourself?  When you’re down, pray and sing.  Sing songs with rich, biblical 

truth.  It’s a balm for the soul, a boon for the spirit.  At one point while I was studying 

this text I was feeling kind of down and I took note of this instance and I just paused and 

opened up my hymnal and started singing a beloved hymn, “Crown Him With Many 

Crowns,” and my heart was set “on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 

of God” (cf. Col. 3:1).  Maybe it’s a Chris Tomlin CD for you or a John Rutter choral 

piece, but singing is an integral part of our Christian faith; hide those psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs (cf. Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16) in your heart to take out on rainy days.  Paul and 

Silas did this and it was a sweet, melodious sound to their own hearts and in the ears of 

the fellow prisoners. 

 Well, to make a long story short, God moved and brought an earthquake that 

toppled the stones of the dungeon allowing the chains to come free from the walls and the 

prisoners to escape.  But they didn’t.  The jailer thought they did, so he was about to kill 

himself.  “But Paul shouted, ‘Don’t harm yourself!  We are all here” (v. 28).  It was such 

a traumatic experience for the jailer that he asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?”  Perhaps you’re here today and you’ve heard all this talk about the gospel and 

sharing the gospel, gospel, gospel, gospel.  Perhaps something about the singing and the 

love you see displayed here has caused you to think, “What must I do to be saved?”  The 

answer is, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  It’s not about being 

perfect or fitting a certain mold.  It’s not about making it up to God and doing good 

deeds.  It’s about owning up to God and trusting that Jesus, when he died on the cross, 

died for you and his righteousness is now counted as your own and you are no longer a 

slave to sin which pays you death in the end, you have a new master, a good Lord who 

gives you eternal life to be with him in whose presence is there is fullness of joy.  That’s 

the good news, the gospel. 

 This is the gospel that was proclaimed to the jailer and his household and he 

believed it and had everyone over for dinner and it says, “He was filled with joy because 

he had come to believe in God” (v. 34).  Christianity holds the promise of joy, true 

satisfaction, pleasure unmatched by power, porn, or productivity in business, a song in 

your heart that comes out in the toughest of times.  That joy is found only in God.  If 

you’ve believed that today, please let me know and we can talk more about this new life 

in Christ, set-up a time to get baptized, and maybe just enjoy a meal together. 

 Going to people with the gospel will put you in places and predicaments where 

the gospel can be spread to even more people.  The next day the magistrates release Paul 

and Silas and Paul and Silas say, “Hey, not so fast.  You can’t just treat us like this and 

then let us off and expect us to just go along with it.  We’re Roman citizens.”  There’s a 

principle here that I won’t go into too much, but suffice it to say that while suffering and 

persecution for the sake of the gospel is to be expected, there are times where it’s 

appropriate to stand up for your legal rights.  If in our going to people to share the good 
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news with them and we are unjustly prevented, we may need to, for example, appeal to 

our constitutional right to freedom of speech.  Paul does this sort of thing again, so we’ll 

go into it more deeply later in Acts when we come across it, but the magistrates were put 

on the defensive when they found this out and tried to appease Paul and Silas and get 

them to leave town, which they did after spending some time with the church in Lydia’s 

house, because the missional impulse pushed them to new places. 

 

Conclusion 

I want us to close by thinking about this new church in Lydia’s house, the result 

of Paul and Silas going to the place of prayer to find some people to listen to the gospel.  

“Some church!” exclaims Kent Hughes, “Lydia the merchant princess, the ex-Pythoness, 

the Philippian jailer, and probably a few ex-inmates made up the first European church.”
5
  

As the gospel spread into Macedonia and Paul and others went out with it to meet people 

where they were at, what you have is a hodge-podge of people – a distinguished 

businesswoman, a slave girl, a jailer…  And remember: this jailer was a rough dude, the 

kind of guy today that would have lots of tattoos.  A lot of Roman soldiers retired in 

Philippi for some reason which leads F.F. Bruce to speculate that “he was possibly a 

retired soldier, and while service in the Roman army developed many fine qualities, these 

did not include the milk of human kindness.”
6
  He was rough and tough – a big, bearded 

guy who wears leather. 

This is the way the church is supposed to be!  People of all different types of 

ethnicity, gender, social class, and background together in Christ.  This is the result of a 

missional church.  The world is full of all kinds of different people, the church must 

take the gospel to the world, therefore the church will be full of all kinds of different 

people.  Does that excite you?  Do you want that?  That’s what the church should be.  

You should come to church and be with people who are different from you, people you 

don’t quite understand, people who are not naturally easy to love.  Do you want that in 

your church?  Let’s go with the gospel to the world and learn to love people. 

 

Benediction 
As you grow in Christ may you go with Christ to world. 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 21, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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