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[FROM 6/16/2008 – I would repudiate much of what I said in this sermon today.  The 

main point, I still believe, is the point of the biblical text – we should come to look like 

Jesus as his followers.  However, I wish I had said many things differently.  I wish I 

hadn’t used the Rob Bell video.  At the time I think I was trying to be too cool and I 

didn’t yet know all that Rob Bell taught and stood for.  I want to warn anyone reading 

this sermon now that Rob Bell’s teachings are extremely dangerous and his Jewish 

backgrounds studies are highly suspect.  The line in this quote that says, “I have been 

told that I need to have faith in God.  Which is a good thing.  But what I am 

learning is that God has faith in me.” makes me sick to my stomach!  And re-reading 

this sermon makes me sick to my stomach.  I should have known better.  May God have 

mercy on me… (James 3:1)] 

 

Introduction 
Can you picture what it would look like if the book of Acts was made into a 

television show?  As I’m reading through Acts I keep getting the feeling that it’s like a 

soap opera.  We start off in Jerusalem with the departure of Jesus and then the explosion 

of the church with Peter at the helm, then there’s opposition, then things cool down.  But 

then there’s corruption within, conflict, and an expanding cast.  Then the pressure from 

the outside starts to heat up again, Stephen gets stoned, the church disperses, and then the 

camera follows Philip for awhile in Samaria.  After the commercial break we’re with 

Philip down by the desert road that goes to Gaza.  Then the picture fades out and back in 

on Saul going to Damascus and his conversion and then his entrance into the Jerusalem 

church.  Then abruptly the focus switches back to Peter with today’s text and we follow 

him to Lydda and Joppa.  Luke’s jumping around from story to story and character to 

character as he weaves together his soap opera, if you will, of the early church. 

Now we’re back to Peter and we see him paying a visit to the followers of the 

Way that had made their way by this time into the various towns over near the 

Mediterranean coast.  First, we see his encounter with a paralytic named Aeneas, which 

was one of the most popular baby names in the Roman Empire in the first century thanks 

to Virgil’s smash epic The Aeneid which was published around that time.  Secondly, we 

see Peter’s encounter with a deceased woman named Dorcas, which is probably one of 

the least popular baby names in the 21
st
 century.  Who would name their daughter 
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Dorcas??  She also goes by Tabitha, thank goodness.  Both of these encounters are 

interesting to look at because in recounting them Luke definitely has an agenda in mind.  

I think it’s just this: Jesus’ disciples can do what Jesus did. 

 We’re going to do something slightly different today: we’re going to watch a 14 

minute video before we go further into this text because this video says some things that I 

think are very helpful for approaching this text and I would want to say them anyway, but 

the video says it better than I could.  I hope you won’t think I’m cheating and want to cut 

my pay by 1/3 for this week and that you’ll agree that it’s helpful. 

 

But before we watch the video, let’s pray… 
 

 

Dust 
[At this time in the worship service we watched a 14 minute video entitled Dust.

1
  The 

following are excerpts from a book written by the maker of the video that cover much of 

the same material contained in the video.] 

 
When I first began to realize that Jesus was Jewish, I thought, No way; he was a 

Christian. 
 

But as I have learned more about Jesus, the Jewish rabbi, I have come to better 

understand what it means to follow him.  So in this section of the book, I want to take 

you deep into the first century world of Jesus. 

 

TORAH 
 

Jesus grew up in Israel, in an orthodox Jewish region of Israel called Galilee.  Now the 

Jewish people who lived in Galilee believed that at a specific moment in human history, 

God had spoken directly to their ancestors… 
 

… 
 

They believed that the first five books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy – were a copy of what God had said [to Moses on Mt. 

Sinai]. 
 

They called these five books the Torah. 
 

Torah can mean teachings or instructions or simply “Way”. 
 

They believed the Torah was the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

They believed the best way to live was to live how the Torah said to live. 
 

And so the central passion of the people of Jesus’ world was teaching, living, and 

obeying the Torah. 
 

… 
 

…Around six years old many Jewish kids would have gone to school for the first time [to 

learn the Torah].  It would probably have been held in the local synagogue and taught by 

the local rabbi.  This first level of education was called Bet Sefer (which means “House 

of the Book”) and lasted until the student was about ten years old 
 

… 
 

The students would begin memorizing the Torah and by the age of ten would generally 

now the whole thing by heart. 



3 

 

Genesis. 
 

Exodus. 
 

Leviticus. 
 

Numbers. 
 

Deuteronomy. 
 

Memorized. 
 

… 
 

By age ten, students had begun to sort themselves out.  Some would demonstrate natural 

abilities with the Scriptures and distance themselves from the others.  These students 

went on to the next level of education, which was called Bet Talmud (“House of 

Learning”) and lasted until sometime around the age of fourteen. 
 

Students who didn’t continue their education would continue learning the family trade.  If 

your family made sandals or wine or were farmers, you would apprentice with your 

parents and extended family as you learned the family trade in anticipation of carrying it 

on someday and passing it down to the next generation. 
 

Meanwhile, the best of the best, continuing their education in Bet Talmud, would then 

memorize the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures.  By age thirteen or fourteen the top students 

had the entire Bible memorized. 
 

Genesis through Malachi…thirty-nine books…memorized. 
 

Students in this second step of education would also study the art of questions and the 

oral tradition surrounding the text 
 

… 

 

DISCIPLES 
 

Around the age of fourteen or fifteen, at the end of Bet Talmud, only the best of the best 

of the best were still studying.  Most students by now were learning the family business 

and starting families of their own. 
 

Those remaining would now apply to a well known rabbi to become one of that rabbi’s 

talmidim (disciples).  We often think of a disciple as a student, but being a disciple was 

far more than just being a student.  The goal of a disciple wasn’t just to know what the 

rabbi knew, but to be just like the rabbi. 
 

This level of education was called Bet Midrash (“House of Study”).  A student would 

present himself to a well known rabbi and say, “Rabbi, I want to become one of your 

disciples.” 
 

When a student applied to a rabbi to be one of his talmidim, he was desiring to take that 

rabbi’s yoke upon him.  He wanted to learn to do what the rabbi did. 
 

So when this student came to the rabbi and said, “I want to follow you,” the rabbi wanted 

to know a few things: Can this student do what I do?  Can this kid spread my yoke?  Can 

this kid be like me?  Does this kid have what it takes? 
 

The rabbi would then question the student.  Questions about Torah, about tradition, about 

other rabbis.  Questions about the prophets and the sages and the oral law.  Questions 

about interpretation and legislation.  Questions about words and phrases and passages. 
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The rabbi would grill this teenage kid because he wanted to know if this kid could do 

what he did.  The rabbi did not have time to train a kid who wouldn’t ultimately be able 

to do what he did. 
 

If the rabbi decided that this kid did not have what it took, if this student was not the best 

of the best, then he would send the student home.  He might say, “You obviously love 

God and know the Torah, but you do not have what it takes to be one of my talmidim.”  

And then he might add, “Go home and continue learning the family business.” 
 

But if the rabbi believed that this kid did have what it took, he would say, “Come, follow 

me.” 
 

The student would probably leave his father and mother, leave his synagogue, leave his 

village and his friends, and devote his life to learning how to do what his rabbi did. 
 

He would follow the rabbi everywhere.  He would learn to apply the oral and written law 

to situations.  He gave up his whole life to be just like his rabbi. 
 

A friend of mine was in Israel a few years ago and saw a rabbi go into a bathroom and his 

talmidim followed him.  They didn’t want to miss anything the rabbi might say or do. 
 

This kind of devotion is what it means to be a disciple. 
 

One of the earliest sages of the Mishnah, Yose ben Yoezer, said to his disciples, “Cover 

yourself with the dust of [your rabbi’s] feet.” 
 

This idea of being covered in the dust of your rabbi came from something everybody had 

seen.  A rabbi would come to town, and right behind him would be this group of students, 

doing their best to keep up with the rabbi as he went about teaching his yoke from one 

place to another.  By the end of a day of walking in the dirt directly behind their rabbi, 

the students would have the dust from his feet all over them. 
 

And that was a good thing. 
 

So at the age of thirty, when a rabbi generally began his public teaching and training of 

disciples, we find Jesus walking along the Sea of Galilee. 
 

“He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen.” 
 

Why are they fishermen? 
 

Because they aren’t disciples.  They weren’t good enough; they didn’t make the cut. 
 

Jesus calls the not-good-enoughs. 
 

The story continues: “At once they left their nets and followed him.” 
 

This is strange, isn’t it?  Why do they just drop their nets?  Why would they quit their 

jobs for some rabbi they had never met?  And those Christian movies don’t help.  Jesus is 

usually wearing a white bathrobe with a light blue beauty pageant sash, and his hair is 

blow-dried and his eyes are glazed over… 
 

and he’s Swedish. 
 

But given the first century context, it’s clear what is going on here.  Can you imagine 

what this must have been like – to have a rabbi say, “Come, follow me”? 
 

To have a rabbi say, “You can be like me”? 
 

Of course you would drop your net.  The rabbi believes you can do what he does.  He 

thinks you can be like him. 
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Jesus then comes to James and John, who are fishing with their father, Zebedee.  They 

are apprentices, learning the family business, which in this case happens to be fishing. 
 

If they are still with their father, then how old are they?  Fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, 

Twenty? 
 

Jesus took some boys who didn’t make the cut and changed the course of human history. 
 

… 

 

“I CHOSE YOU” 
 

At one point, Jesus’ disciples are riding in a boat and Jesus comes walking by on the 

water.  And one of the disciples says, “If it’s you, let me come to you on the water.” 
 

It’s a weird story, isn’t it? 
 

And it gets even weirder when the disciple Peter jumps out of the boat because he wants 

to walk on water like Jesus. 
 

But it makes sense – maybe not the water part, but the disciple part. 
 

If you’re a disciple, you have committed your entire life to being like your rabbi.  If you 

see your rabbi walk on water, what do you immediately want to do?  Walk on water. 
 

So this disciple gets out on the water and he starts to sink, so he yells, “Jesus save me!” 
 

And Jesus says, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 

Who does Peter lose faith in? 
 

Not Jesus; Jesus is doing fine. 
 

Peter loses faith in himself. 
 

Peter loses faith that he can do what his rabbi is doing. 
 

If the rabbi calls you to be his disciple, then he believes you can actually be like him.  As 

we read the stories of Jesus’ life with his talmidim, his disciples, what do we find 

frustrates him to no end?  When his disciples lose faith in themselves. 
 

He even says to them at one point, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” 
 

The entire rabbinical system was based on the rabbi having faith in his disciples. 
 

Let’s spend some time here, because the implications of this truth are astounding.  A 

rabbi would only pick a disciple who he thought could actually do what he was doing.  

Notice how many places in the accounts of Jesus’ life he gets frustrated with his 

disciples.  Because they are incapable?  No, because of how capable they are.  He sees 

what they could be and could do, and when they fall short, it provokes him to no end.  It 

isn’t their failure that’s the problem; it’s their greatness.  They don’t realize what they are 

capable of. 
 

So at the end of his time with his disciples, Jesus has some final words for them.  He tells 

them to go to the ends of the earth and make more disciples.  And then he leaves.  He 

promises to send his Spirit to guide them and give them power, but Jesus himself leaves 

the future of the movement in their hands.  And he doesn’t stick around to make sure they 

don’t screw it up.  He’s gone.  He trusts that they can actually do it. 
 

God has an incredibly high view of people.  God believes that people are capable of 

amazing things. 
 

I have been told that I need to believe in Jesus.  Which is a good thing.  But what I am 

learning is that Jesus believes in me. 
 



6 

I have been told that I need to have faith in God.  Which is a good thing.  But what I am 

learning is that God has faith in me. 
 

The rabbi thinks we can be like him.
 2

 

 

Peter Does What Jesus Did 
The first couple times I watched that video it made me feel very uncomfortable.  

Maybe you’re feeling the same way.  Something about it just doesn’t sound right, does it?  

It seems like it could so easily confirm the pride in a lot of people that makes them want 

to make much of themselves and little of God; like it could be encouraging a form of 

saving oneself and Jesus had a lot to say lambasting pride and self-sufficiency and 

Pharisaism.  He was big on humility.  The video seems to play into this wildly popular 

notion that all our problems stem from poor self-image and the answer is in boosting self-

esteem.  Something about such an over-psychologized Christianity rubs me the wrong 

way. 

So I would still want to add some clarifications to what Rob Bell said.  He could 

have been a little more clear on the reality of sin and the grounds for God’s love for us – 

the cross of Christ.  Remember: we count all our own accomplishments and strength as 

rubbish and desire only to be found in Christ and from that position to participate in both 

his sufferings and his power (cf. Ph. 3:1-16).  The video could also have been more clear 

on the role of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus didn’t totally leave us on our own.  He promised the 

Spirit and delivered at Pentecost.  Remember: it is he (the Spirit) who enables us to do 

what is seemingly impossible.  Without the Holy Spirit coursing through our veins we are 

nothing, impotent, pathetic.  Ultimately God gets all the glory, not us.  I say this up front 

because I don’t want people to walk away feeling less enthralled with God and more 

enamored with themselves.  That’s dangerous and it’s so easy to twist things just a little 

and end up with this type of narcisstic Pelagianism. 

So I would want to say it a bit differently, but I do think there’s something to this.  

First of all, I really appreciate the exploration of Jewish backgrounds.  Understanding 

Jewish culture is key to understanding the NT.  Didn’t that change the way you view 

being a disciple of Jesus?  But also there’s something powerful and I dare say biblical to 

the notion that Jesus believes in us.  He chose us.  He loved us enough to die for us while 

we were still nobodies.  He has in fact given us the Holy Spirit, the third person of the 

Godhead, to live inside us and empower us!  That’s no small thing.  And he has called us 

to imitate him, to be like him, with the expectation that it’s possible.  Actually, in John 

14:12 Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have 

been doing.  [In fact,] he will do even greater things than these.”  Think about that one for 

awhile! 

I was reading Mike Mason, one of my favorite authors, recently and he says this: 

“True, I will never trust God if I don’t have a basic distrust of myself.  But distrust of self 

is faith’s prerequisite, not its continuing focus… If I continue to harbor a nagging feeling 

that, in spite of all Jesus has done, there remains something wrong with me [then] more 

than just doubting myself, this is doubting God.  The Lord may be ever so wonderful, but 

if I think He has failed with me, I secretly view Him as a failure… To believe in God is 

to believe also in ourselves.”
3
  Or maybe you can think of it this way: to be excessively 

self-deprecating is to not believe the gospel and to refuse to believe that you can do even 

greater things than Jesus is to not trust Jesus when he said it was so. 
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Still don’t quite buy it?  Look quickly at what we see Peter doing here at the end 

of chapter 9 in Acts.  Remember, this is Peter who tried to walk on water; Peter, the 

flamboyant fisherman, the guy who flunked out of Bet Talmud and jumped at the second 

chance offered by Jesus, and yet struggled at times in Jesus’ school of faith, even denying 

Jesus three times; Peter, who was restored to ministry by Jesus three times and who has 

been the church’s major spokesman in the first part of Acts.  This is Peter, Jesus’ disciple. 

First, we see that he encounters a paralytic named Aeneas in Lydda, a man “who 

had been bedridden for eight years” (v. 33).  Peter, without hesitation, said to him, “‘Get 

up and take care of your mat.’  Immediately Aeneas got up” (v. 34).  And news spread 

quickly.  Then we see that some people from nearby Joppa heard that Peter was around 

and sent a couple guys to implore him to come at once because a woman named Tabitha 

had become ill and died.  Peter went at once and he arrived into a commotion.  “Peter 

sent them all out of the room… [and] turning toward the dead woman, he said, ‘Tabitha, 

get up.’  She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.  He took her by the hand and 

helped her to her feet.  Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to 

them alive” (vv. 40-41). 

Got that?  Alright, now if you have your Bibles open (and I hope you do during 

sermons) flip back to the prequel to Acts – Luke’s Gospel; the first part to Luke’s story.  

Chapter 5, starting in v. 18.  There we have Jesus encountering a paralytic who was 

lowered into a house through the roof by some of his friends.  Jesus pronounces 

forgiveness on the paralytic, which makes the Pharisees and teachers of the law irked and 

then he goes on to say “to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 

home.’  Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and 

went home praising God.  Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God” (Lk. 5:24b-

26a).  A paralytic, a verbal pronouncement, an immediate healing, a word about the mat 

or bed the paralytic had been laying on, news spreading.  Hmmm…  Keep in mind, this is 

right after Jesus has called Peter to be with him, so Peter’s watching.  There’s also a very 

similar story told in John 5 with a paralytic, a healing, and a mat.  Interesting. 

Okay, flip over in Luke a couple chapters to chapter 8, starting at v. 40.  Here we 

have a man named Jairus coming for Jesus to implore him to come at once because his 

daughter was at home dying.  Jesus went at once and along the way a messenger met 

them to announce that the girl had died.  Jesus still insists on going and he arrives upon a 

commotion and it says in v. 51 that Jesus “did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, 

John and James, and the child’s father and mother.”  Then we read that Jesus “took her 

by the hand and said, “My child, get up!  Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up” 

(Lk. 8:54-55).  Mark’s version, which Luke and Luke’s readers no doubt had read, adds 

to the dialogue of this instance.  There it says, “After he put them all out… [Jesus] took 

her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum!’ (which means [in Aramaic], ‘Little girl, I 

say to you, get up!’)” (Mk. 5:40, 41).  Remember what Peter said to Dorcas?  “Tabitha, 

get up.”  I. Howard Marshall points out that “in Aramaic this phrase would be Tabitha 

cumi, which is only one letter different from Jesus’ command to Jairus’s daughter, 

Talitha cumi (Mk. 5:41).”
4
  Hmmm…  Interesting. 

There’s no doubt that Luke wants us to see the connection.  If you take Acts 9:32-

43 and substitute the name Jesus for Peter and maybe Capernaum or Bethany for Lydda 

and Joppa you might think you were reading from one of the Gospels.  The mat, the hand, 
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the private room… it’s all uncannily familiar.  Peter is doing what Jesus did, the way 

Jesus did it even.  Hmmm…  That’s pretty cool, huh? 

Now the one thing that’s peculiar about these two Jesus-style acts is that Luke is 

careful to note that Peter did them, not by his own power, but by the power of Jesus.  

That’s important to get.  Before he commands Aeneas to get up he states clearly, “Jesus 

Christ heals you” (v. 34), not Peter the Apostle.  Before he attempts to raise Tabitha from 

the dead what does he do?  He kneels and prays (v. 40).  Peter’s power is a derived 

power.  Jesus ultimately gets the credit.  But nonetheless it’s Peter who is the agent.  

Peter is doing what his Rabbi did. 

 

Holistic Ministry 

The Bible reasonably expects that Jesus’ followers will be like him; we can do all 

the things Jesus did, (save, of course, die a substitutionary, atoning death for past, 

present, and future believers and stuff like that).  But the axiom generally holds true: 

Jesus’ disciples can do what Jesus did.  Okay, now let’s go a step deeper: what is it that 

Jesus did?  He brought kingdom of God realities to bear on this fallen world.  As a result 

of the Fall, this whole world became messed up, annoyingly out of kilter – people’s 

bodies degenerate and eventually die, ecosystems are disrupted and species become 

extinct, civilizations become internally dysfunctional and cultures war, economies 

become unbalanced, families breakup, psyches are disturbed, individuals are entrapped 

by restlessness, there’s poverty, violence, sexual immorality, corruption…all that stuff 

taints the good creation that God made.  The long-time hope of a day when things would 

be set right and restored back to the era of the Garden… that hope was realized when 

Jesus the Christ came preaching that the long-awaited kingdom of God was here in him. 

Good news was preached to the poor, freedom was proclaimed for prisoners, 

recovery of sight was given to the blind, the oppressed were released (cf. Lk. 4:18-19).  

When Jesus would heal a paralytic or raise a girl from the dead he was shooting off bright 

little bursts of the golden era into the darkness of a sin-tainted world.  Little mini-realities 

of the kingdom popping up over here and over there like a fireworks show in the black 

night sky.  The eternal, never-ending grand finale is yet to come, but the show has begun 

and Jesus in his healings and teachings and actions was giving a foretaste of what lies 

ahead because what lies ahead was actually present now. 

Now we didn’t invent the potassium nitrate and the Chlorwax and all the powders 

and chemicals used in kingdom pyrotechnics, but we are able to launch them off and keep 

the show going.  We can do what Jesus did.  We can bring kingdom of God realities to 

bear on the fallen world we still live in as we wait for the great flash of light that will 

surround Jesus’ return to earth to fully consummate the kingdom.  We, with Jesus’ power 

as Jesus’ body filled with the Holy Spirit, can keep doing the things Jesus did. 

The other big thing that we see from this section of Acts 9 is that Jesus-style 

ministry is holistic.  Peter doesn’t just say to Aeneas, “Cheer up, buddy.  You’ll be free 

from this body soon.”  He doesn’t say to Tabitha’s friends, “Her soul is up there in 

heaven now floating on clouds and playing a harp.”  The Christian message is not simply 

some trite plea for people to accept Jesus into their hearts.  It’s a demonstration that Jesus 

has begun and will one day complete a radical, extreme makeover of the entire physical 

realm – body, society, culture, environment.  The kingdom of God is not merely spiritual 

or inward or small-scale, it’s COSMIC, it’s physical, it’s real, it’s tangible!  Peter, 
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following in King Jesus’ footsteps, makes a crippled man whole again, makes a dead 

body live again.  In each case the recorded result was a widespread realization of the 

kingdom’s presence and more people turning to the Lord and beginning to live in the 

kingdom themselves.  Do you see that? 

 Do you believe that you too can do these things?  Before I say what I’m going to 

say, keep in mind what we saw a couple weeks ago – that suffering has a place in our 

lives and can even be redemptive; we can’t share in Christ and not accept any suffering.  

Also remember that this is still a fallen world – the kingdom is now but not yet .  And 

also remember that death for a believer is in some ways a beautiful thing (cf. Ps. 116:15).  

That being said, I want to say that I believe God can and does heal today.  We take James 

5 seriously where it says that if anyone is sick the elders should come and anoint them 

with oil and pray for healing and it can happen.  We do that here.  Don’t hesitate to ask. 

What we haven’t done here is try to raise some one from the dead, but that’s just 

because we’re so deeply held captive to a post-Enlightenment view of reality.  We have 

been affected by naturalism and modernism in so many ways we cannot completely 

discern.  But I have to say this too is possible – Jesus did it (but not all the time) – and I 

have to confess that my faith is weak.  But I read this week of “a missionary working 

with a tribal group in India who [tells] that among this group in the past few years, there 

have been seven cases of bringing dead people back to life.  When someone among them 

dies, the believers pray for about three-and-one-half hours after his or her death.  After 

that, if the person has not come back to life, the elders give the signal to prepare the 

corpse for burial.”
5
  It can happen.  Mini-foretastes of the day when all our bodies will be 

resurrected in immortality and restored are not outside the realm of possibility today. 

And understand this: there are myriad other ways to demonstrate the kingdom’s 

presence.  The brief details of Dorcas’ life are included here to exemplify one way.  Luke 

says that she was “always doing good and helping the poor” (v. 36).  From the scarce 

details given here we can conjecture that she somehow used her skills and her artistry to 

aid the widows and the other dispossessed and disadvantaged in Joppa – teaching the 

women how to make textiles for a profession or actually clothing the naked with nice 

robes or an arts ministry or something like that.  She worked to enact the economy of 

God’s kingdom in this earthly town – making it more of a place where no one is left 

alone, without their human dignity affirmed, without their physical needs met.  She did 

her part to make the society in Joppa more in harmony with the way God intended it; the 

way the New Jerusalem will be.  We too can take a holistic approach to ministry and like 

Jesus bring the people and the structures we live among in contact with and in line with 

God’s kingdom.  We too can demonstrate the kingdom’s reality and presence through our 

lives like Jesus did. 

 

Conclusion 
 Do we believe that that’s possible?  Do we believe what Jesus believes – that we 

can be like him?  That we can do amazing things?  That we can actually bring the 

kingdom of God to bear on the reality we experience today?  Do we believe that though 

we are marred and scarred, we are loved with an immensity and intensity beyond our 

comprehension?  Do we believe that though this world is fallen and human sin is the 

culprit, Jesus has come and ushered in a new era, an era where bodies are made whole 

again and death is defeated and war is ceased and poverty is abolished and unity is 
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restored and that he has chosen his disciples to do what he did in displaying it’s reality 

and power? 

 Are you his disciple?  You can be.  He’s calling you, right now, no matter how 

lame you think you are or rotten, to come follow him, experience the kingdom yourself 

and learn to spread it and expand it and announce it powerfully to the world around you.  

Doing good/demonstrating the kingdom isn’t just reserved for apostles or pastors, it’s 

possible for every follower of Jesus – even dorkases.  All Christians are disciples, right?  

And that means you can bring the kingdom of God to bear at your workplace, in your 

family, at the gym, at the school, and most importantly in your neighborhood.  That’s the 

whole thrust of our church, right?  We’re a neighborhood church, seeking to bring 

kingdom of God realities to bear on the UIC area.  It hit me this week that Chicago’s 

motto is “City in a Garden.”  It’s inscribed on the Corporate Seal of Chicago.  The picture 

of the New Jerusalem – the consummated kingdom – shown in Revelation 21-22 is a city 

in a garden – a civilized/developed society with the idyllic qualities of the Garden of 

Eden.  We, as followers of Jesus, can actually work to make Chicago a city in a garden.  

Do you believe that? 

 You can do it.  Yes you can.  I believe in you.  Jesus believes in you. 

 We can do it.  Yes we can.  Jesus believes in us. 

 

Benediction 
May you, in your life, do what Jesus did.  May you be covered in the dust of your Rabbi.  

And may he get all the glory.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 29, 2006.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 Rob Bell, “Dust,” NOOMA (© 2004), 008.  See www.nooma.com. 

2
 Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 124-134. 

3
 Mike Mason, Champagne for the Soul: Celebrating God’s Gift of Joy (Colorado Springs: WaterBrook 

Press, 2003), 91-92. 
4
 I. Howard Marshall, The Book of Acts, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1980), 180. 
5
 Ajith Fernando, Acts, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 313. 


