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Introduction 
 Have you ever felt like the church was irrelevant?  Maybe you don’t feel like it’s 
totally irrelevant to you – you like thinking about things like this, you were perhaps 
raised in church and it feels comfortable to you, you may even feel strongly about the 
Christian message and try hard to order your private life around it.  But, you see, that’s 
just it.  You have your private life, of which Christianity has its place, but then there’s the 
real world.  There’s the 9-5 grind, the soccer practices, the nightly news, the weekends.  
You don’t really see how the church affects that or speaks to that.  It’s like they’re two 
separate spheres.  As far as those things go, at least in practice, Christianity is somewhat 
immaterial. 
 Or perhaps you’d like to see the church addressing the concerns of real life – the 
issues that face society like poverty and global hunger and terrorism and injustice and the 
questions that plague our postmodern generation like beauty, meaning, satisfaction, truth 
– but you haven’t and you’re beginning to wonder if it even can.  I think this is where 
U2’s Bono is at.  Waiting and wanting to see the church do something of significance in 
this world.  Specifically for Bono it’s the AIDS crisis in Africa.  In an interview I read,  
he says passionately, “If the church doesn’t respond to this, the church will be made 
irrelevant.”1  He goes on to describe the American church as “a load of sissies running 
around with their ‘bless me’ clubs…  And millions of children and millions of lives are 
being lost to greed, to bureaucracy, and to a church that’s been asleep.”2  His is a noble 
desire and a charge not without an element of truth.   But you have these people 
wondering if the church is really relevant; if it has anything to offer the world.  Most 
people turn to other places like government, or education, or media, etc… 
 But I’m here to say to you that according to the book of Acts the church is not 
irrelevant.  We see in this book a church that is a radical community afire with the Holy 
Spirit’s power, subversively expanding the kingdom of God and turning the world upside 
down.  It’s a church that’s able to engage any culture it meets with a relevant message 
that speaks to its problems and questions.  It possesses a belief system that addresses 
every facet of life.  In short, as we look together at chapter 3, what we’ll see is just this: 
on account of Christ (who he is and what he did), the church has something vital to 
offer to the world.  The church has something to offer. 
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Before we see where that comes from in this text, let’s pray… 
 
“What I have I give you…” 
 Last week we saw how the Christian church provides the venue where the kind of 
real community we all long for deep down takes place.  That’s a big thing that the church 
can uniquely offer to a desperately lonely world.  [By the way if you miss a Sunday, I 
encourage you to go read or listen to the sermon on the web so that you stay caught up.  
As we go through Acts each sermon builds on the previous ones.  But I also have to point 
out the irony involved in doing such a thing because the fact that you can go online and 
download sermons not just from me but from practically any pastor in the world is 
another modern convenience that impedes community.  I talked with one pastor recently 
who shared with me his personal hope and dream that the Lord would come someday and 
completely destroy all tape ministries, even his own.  The fact is, nothing can replace the 
necessity of regularly being together with your brothers and sisters sitting under the local 
teaching of the Word, even if you can catch what I say later or I’m not as good as radio 
preachers or others you can find on the web].  But enough with my little aside. 
 We saw last week that the church can offer community.  One of the 10 
characteristics of the church community that we noted last week was miracles – church is 
the place where miracles happen.  2:43 notes: “Many wonders and miraculous signs were 
done by the apostles.”  Chapter 3 gives an example of that.  Peter and John were going to 
the temple (more on that in a bit) together to pray.  Note that they are together.  John 
doesn’t really do much in the story, but Luke thought it important to mention that they 
were together.  It’s just another indication of the type of pervasive community that was 
present in the early church.  People hung out together all the time.  Again, it goes back to 
the pattern established by Jesus when he didn’t send out his disciples on their own to do 
their own ministry.  He sent them out, we read in Luke 10:1, two by two to do ministry.  
No maverick ministers here.  No mini-messiahs in the church.  Peter and John are 
together even as they go to afternoon prayer.  Ever thought about car pooling to church or 
small group? 
 Well, as the two-some is making its way to the temple along with the crowd 
heading there too, they pass through a gate called the Beautiful gate.  As they do they 
pass by a beggar who had been crippled from birth and had staked out this gate as his 
usual post for panhandling.  His situation was so bad that he had to be carried and placed 
there everyday.  When Peter and John came close the crippled man asked them the phrase 
he’d probably uttered hundreds of thousands of times – “Can you spare any change?” 
 But instead of just shaking their heads, looking the other way, and passing right 
on by to make their three o’clock appointment, “Peter looked straight at him, as did John.  
Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’” (v. 4).  I want to pause right here.  This is important.  
They looked the meek, helpless beggar right in the eyes.  There is something powerful 
and potentially uncomfortable about looking someone in the eyes.  In this case, it 
expresses compassion and it grants dignity.  It communicates that they aren’t scared or 
horrified by this man.  It acknowledges the beggar’s humanity.  Peter and John 
acknowledged the beggar as a human being. 

Now there’s probably not a one-to-one correspondence between this beggar and a 
homeless person you’ll meet on the corner of Ashland and Roosevelt.  But it’s a very 
similar situation.  I want you to try a little experiment that I’ve been trying for awhile.  If 



3 

you take nothing else away from this sermon, take this challenge away and try it and see 
what happens.  When you see a homeless person and he (or she) asks you for help, pause, 
look him straight in the eye, and speak to him.  At the very least do that and you will be 
giving them the gift of human dignity and you will be forced to see the image of God in 
that person.  Mike Mason, in a book I recommend to some people titled Practicing the 
Presence of People, talks about how “we can see something of God in each person” and 
how “they eyes are the window of the soul.”3  We can offer the world the gift of 
personhood simply by looking at them and treating them as people made in the image of 
God, living in the same flesh that our Savior took on, and therefore possessing infinite 
worth and value.  Once we do that I believe we’ll begin to start to see what else to do.  
But the Christian belief in the sanctity of life has radically changed this world for the 
better.  Because of our belief in creation and the incarnation we know to treat people as 
people. 

Peter and John treated this beggar as a person first of all.  They didn’t just brush 
him off, and they didn’t just throw money at him and go on about their business.  They 
didn’t get discouraged and wish to themselves there was something they could do.  They 
didn’t think Jesus was for the healthy who had their lives pretty much together but Jesus 
could be the icing on their cake, while the really dire scenarios were beyond his scope.  
No.  They knew that Jesus had come not for the healthy but the sick (cf. Lk. 5:31).  They 
knew that he had come to “preach good news to the poor… to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed” (Lk. 4:18).  They 
knew that he was the friend of “tax collectors and sinners” (cf. Lk. 15:1).  They knew that 
on account of Christ they had something to offer this desperate man. 

What happened here is that Peter grabbed this man and “by faith in the name of 
Jesus” provided “complete healing to him.”  The English translation kind of hides this, 
but what Luke, being a medical doctor himself, gives “is a very careful medical 
description of what happened in connection with this man.”4  He uses unique medical 
terms for feet, ankles, jumping up to relate that this was a miracle of the greatest kind.  
He was made healthy like he never had been before.  Bones strengthened, tendons 
attached, joints popped into place and the guy’s dancing and jumping for joy.  Everyone 
around recognized this as a miracle and were “filled with wonder and amazement” (v. 
10).  That’s what happened.  Pretty cool stuff, right?  Did you ever wish you could do 
this? 

It is said that “Thomas Aquinas once called on Pope Innocent II when the latter 
was counting out a large sum of money.  ‘You see, Thomas,’ said the Pope, ‘the church 
can no longer say, “Silver and gold have I none.”’  ‘True, holy father,’ was the reply; 
‘neither can she now say, “Rise and walk.”’”5  Have we lost our power as a church to 
impact the world, to see radical change in the name of Jesus?  If so, it’s not because that 
power doesn’t still exist, it’s because we’ve walked away from standard given to us in the 
book of Acts of what the church should be and in reality ceased to be the church.  We’ve 
lost faith in Jesus.  There is power in the name of our risen and reigning Lord Jesus Christ 
and through the Holy Spirit to address societal ills. 

Ills like for instance poverty, both on an individual and even structural level.  
Jesus heals and transforms and empowers.  It’s not a simple problem and the answers are 
not simplistic, so I don’t have time to go into it all right here – we should have a Round 
Table soon and discuss how to deal with the issue of homelessness and poverty in the 
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UIC area.  One interesting thing to take note of here is that it’s implied that this man who 
encountered Jesus and was healed joined the community – he clung to Peter and John and 
followed them everywhere.  And we saw last week what this community was like – they 
“had everything in common [and] selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need” (2:44-45).  You can connect the dots there.  It’s complex to be 
sure, but it’s not beyond the scope of the church’s potential to address, and I’ll just be 
honest: it can’t be ignored by the church.  Go home and read the parable of The Sheep 
and the Goats in Mt. 25 and shudder. 

But this story also serves as an example for other issues.  There is in Jesus the 
power to heal not just the financially or physically crippled, but also the emotionally 
crippled, the spiritually crippled, those crippled by addictions or despair.  You may have 
a handicap that you’ve had since birth, beyond your control due to the situation or station 
you were born into.  It’s such an ingrained part of you.  That doesn’t inhibit Jesus’ power 
working through his body on earth which is the church.  That can’t stop him.  He can 
make you whole, fill you with joy.  Derick was sharing with me yesterday about a friend 
of his who was a drug addict on the precipice of death and he encountered Jesus and was 
healed instantaneously of his addiction – no withdrawal, the ability to stay away, real 
supernatural power.  If Jesus was able to rise from the dead, there’s nothing that’s too 
difficult for him.  I think that many times we underestimate the power that is available to 
us in Jesus’ name.  Let’s stop having a spirit of timidity.  Let’s wake up to what we have 
– the Spirit of power – so that we can look at the world’s problems and say with 
confidence, “What I have I give you…” 
 
We Can Offer the Gospel 
 This miracle displaying the power that the church possesses to meet people no 
matter where they’re at creates quite a stir.  Many in the world sit up and take notice 
when they see demonstrable change being effected by churches.  Where the church is 
spreading like wildfire today in the global South much of it is in connection with signs 
and wonders.  For Peter and John it opened up an avenue to proclaim the gospel to other 
people.  Much like Peter did on Pentecost, he seizes this opportunity to address the 
inquisitive crowd that had gathered at Solomon’s Colonnade in the temple complex and 
spell out to them the gospel – the answer to everyone’s greatest need. 
 It’s always interesting to note how the gospel is communicated.  He shoots 
straight about sin, not holding back from implicating them in the guilt of killing Jesus – 
“you handed him over to be killed,” “you disowned him,”… (v. 13).  He was unashamed 
about who Jesus really was – the “servant” (v. 13), presumably a reference to the 
Suffering Servant of Isaiah; “the Holy and Righteous One” (v. 14); “the author of life” (v. 
15), the “Christ” (v. 18), the “prophet” like Moses (v. 22).  He unabashedly calls for 
repentance – “Repent, then, and turn to God” (v. 19).  He’s unapologetic about the 
judgment that awaits those who reject Jesus – “Anyone who does not listen to him will be 
completely cut off from among his people” (v. 23).  And he unreservedly holds out 
forgiveness to anyone who would believe.  Aren’t these wonderful words – “your sins 
[will] be wiped out” (v. 19).  That’s what’s offered on account of Christ’s atoning death. 

This is another public proclamation of the gospel message that applies to every 
person no matter the culture, the age, the social class, the education level, the 
background, etc…  The gospel message is not irrelevant… it’s irreplaceable.  The church 
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has a message that’s vital to the world – “You can be reconciled to God!!!!!!  You can be 
forgiven of all your sin, which is in reality your greatest problem!”  We have to 
contextualize the gospel to different settings, but it’s a universal message that never 
grows old or becomes elementary or passé.  Every problem in this world ultimately stems 
back to human sin and the resulting estrangement from God.  And sin was dealt with in 
Jesus on the cross – that’s the gospel.  And every problem stemming from sin will one 
day be completely corrected by Jesus. 

That right there is the other major item the church has to offer to the world – 
hope.  Look at vv. 20-21.  The utopian dreams of radical modernism have all failed, in 
part setting the stage for nihilism and the pessimism inherent in some brands of post-
modern thought.  You can read two different twentieth-century attempts at projecting the 
future – George Orwell’s 1984 and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, and you’ll find 
that neither of them is very optimistic.  There’s also ultimately no real hope in a 
naturalistic worldview if you think about it. 

The Christian story offers substantive hope – the return of Jesus from his current 
inaugurated reign in heaven to re-create the heavens and earth and reign over a perfected 
world; to “restore everything as he promised long ago through his holy prophets” (v. 21), 
prophets like Isaiah who told of a time of bliss where even “the wolf and the lamb will 
feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox” (Isa. 65:25).  And this isn’t just 
some pipedream, some pie in the sky, alternate form of utopianism.  We do not hope in 
vain, because the one we await from heaven has died and risen again in time and space 
reality. 

This is a point that I think Bono is missing.  He wants so badly for things to be 
perfect now, the consummated kingdom to be established right now (which is good), but 
he gets impatient and wavers in hope and begins to wonder if the church has anything to 
offer.  We have kingdom power now, we have times of refreshing now, we have 
forgiveness of sins now, and a whole host of benefits, but we also have a hope of a future 
age when all wrongs will be made right and the effects of sin will abolished forever – no 
AIDS, no poverty, no death.  I can’t fully answer why God delays in sending Christ again 
or why he allows so much messed-upness to go on, except for the fact that his patience 
has allowed you and me to be able to enjoy him forever and the offer still stands for 
others.  But it can get discouraging, but who else can offer solid hope.  No one.  The 
church has hope to offer a sin-sick world. 
 
To God Be the Glory 
 So does the church have anything to offer the world?  Should we just huddle 
around each other and cut ourselves off from outsiders or when we wander outside the 
fold feel ashamed and embarrassed and utterly overwhelmed?  No!  We have in Jesus 
power to tackle problems and free people, we have a message of forgiveness and escape 
from guilt – a right standing with our Maker – to extend to people.  And we have hope to 
give to an otherwise hopeless and bleak world – one day everything will be restored.  In 
all of this, though, there’s something important to keep in mind that we see in vv. 12-16.  
God gets the glory. 
 Peter and John are quick to mention that the miracle was done in Jesus’ name.  
“Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man 
walk” (v. 12)?  “It’s Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this 
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complete healing to him” (v. 16).  They don’t take any credit for themselves or feel good 
about themselves.  They deflect the praise to Jesus.  There’s quite a change in the 
apostles, isn’t there, from what we see of them in Lk. 9:46 and 22:4 to now.  In those 
passages they’re posturing for prestige and power, fighting over who was considered the 
greatest.  They were eager for personal glory and recognition.  And Peter was probably 
the worst of the bunch. 
 Here we see they’ve matured quite a bit.  It’s all for the sake of the Name, the 
name of Jesus.  They echo the sentiment of Ps. 115:1 – “Not to us, O Lord, not to us but 
to your name be the glory.”  They recognized that they possessed a derived power, not an 
inherent power.  It was the power of Jesus, not anything in them.  The same is true today.  
When the church is effective in reaching the world and transforming sinners into a holy 
people and seeing God work, we can’t forget that it’s God who works and it’s God who 
gets the glory.  We have to remember that before hand too.  We can’t go out to conquer 
the world depending upon our own strength or even try to do the Lord’s work in our own 
power, because we’re puny; it won’t work.  Only God is truly powerful – Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit – and we have this derived power at work within us.  That should affect 
the way we handle success and enter into engagement. 
 
Jewish Primacy 
 The final thing I just want to point out in this text because it’s going to play a role 
as the story of Acts goes on is how this is all happening in a thoroughly Jewish context.  
Jesus was a Jew.  All the apostles were Jews.  They’re still participating in the Jewish 
religious culture – Luke ends with them staying “continually at the temple, praising God” 
(24:53).  Last week we saw that “every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts” (2:46).  Here they’re going to the regularly scheduled prayer at the temple.  Jesus 
said they would be his “witnesses [starting] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth” (1:8).  Right now we’re still in the Jerusalem phase. 
 And so Peter is addressing Jews with specific appeals to the OT.  What he says in 
v. 25 is something that Paul could not say to the philosophers in Athens in chapter 17.  
Peter says in v. 26 that God has sent Jesus first to the Jews as their long-awaited Messiah.  
They are the immediate heirs of the prophets and the covenant God made with the 
patriarchs, of which Jesus is the fulfillment.  This is all important to notice because it’s 
also setting the stage for the Gentile mission “to the ends of the earth” that we’ll see in 
Acts very shortly.  The Jews get first dibs, in a sense, but God’s words to Abraham that 
“through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed” (v. 25) is about to be 
fulfilled.  Just something to start noticing.  We’ll talk a lot more about this in the weeks to 
come, but Luke is starting to get us ready for the message going beyond the Jews of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Conclusion 
 As we close and prepare to reflect upon the power of Jesus to forgive sins by his 
body broken and blood spilled, I want you to think about whether you view the church as 
in some ways irrelevant.  If you’re a part of this church, I want us to ask, “Will we be a 
church like the church we see in Acts that believes in the power of God and is unashamed 
to offer it to the world or will we be “a load of sissies” consigned to be irrelevant?”  Do 
we believe that the Christian message speaks to world, makes sense of reality, provides 
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hope and will we seek to engage people in every way to not remain satisfied with their 
incoherent and incomplete understanding of self, life, and the world and ultimately point 
them to the mercy that is available in Christ alone?  Will we ignore the “crippled 
beggars” we pass by everyday of our lives because we don’t think we can help?  Do we 
really believe that we have something to offer?  Are we going to be out there on the front 
lines giving away what we have to offer?  Meditate on that and come back next week to 
find out if the world will always accept what the church has to offer. 
 
Benediction 
May we not be a church having a form of godliness but denying its power (2 Tim. 3:5).  
May we know the hope to which he has called us and his incomparably great power for 
us who believe (Eph. 1:18-19). 
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