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Introduction 
 Adele Gaboury had a great neighborhood, so her neighbors thought – no crime, 
nice yards, good schools.  “When [Adele’s] front lawn grew hip-high, [the neighbors] had 
a local boy mow it down.  When her pipes froze and burst, they had the water turned off.  
When the mail spilled out the front door, they called the police.  The only thing they 
didn’t do was check to see if she was alive.  She wasn’t.  [Finally, one day] police 
climbed her crumbling brick stoop, broke in the side door of her little blue house, and 
found…the seventy-three-year-old woman’s skeletal remains…where they had…lain, 
perhaps for as long as four years.” 
 Eileen Dugan, whose house sits less than twenty feet from Adele Gaboury’s said 
this: “I’m as much to blame as anyone.  She was alone and needed someone to talk to, but 
I was working two jobs and I was sick of her coming over at all hours.  Eventually I 
stopped answering the door.”  This is a true story reported in the Boston Globe a few 
years ago!1  It’s a story that illustrates graphically the severe isolation that plagues many 
people in our modern society.  People are dying of loneliness, and not just the elderly old 
ladies, but everyone, even and especially those in the prime of their life living the 
American dream.  George Gallup Jr. reports that “as many as one-third of Americans 
admit to frequent periods of loneliness.”2  Real, genuine community is in short supply… 
and it’s killing our souls. 
 Why is this the case?  In large part I think it can be explained as a by-product of 
modernity.  Modernity has produced many conveniences that have promised to make life 
better/more fulfilled but in actuality have cut us off from each other.  Technology has 
made the world smaller (you can hop a jet plane and be in Paris in a day and you can 
watch what’s transpiring in Iraq in real time on your computer), but in the process it has 
put more distance between people.  We drive automobiles at 65 mph on inter-state 
highways to and from work, to and from school, and to and from kids’ practices eating 
meals many times in the car.  And then at the end of the day we come home to our nice 
house, drive right into the garage, come inside (never leaving air conditioning) and watch 
TV in order to find out what’s going on in our community which reminds us to turn on 
the security alarm.  Ironically we watch from the confines of our insulated homes sitcoms 
that allow us to vicariously enjoy community (what else explains the wild popularity of 
Cheers, Friends, Sex & the City?). 
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 Nowadays, instead of walking to the grocery store and shooting the breeze with 
your neighbors you pass along the way sitting on their front porches, we pay to walk on 
treadmills while listening to headphones.  We move every 2 years.  We work, go to 
school, go to church in different places (every 10 minutes of commuting cuts social 
capital by 10%3).  The title of Robert Putnam’s well-known book, Bowling Alone, tells it 
all.  We have instant messaging, pagers, PDAs, cell phones, and email to stay in touch 
but even as a well-known secular book on leadership that I’m reading admits these 
technologies can’t compare with “the most precious human moment – face-to-face 
contact,”4 which we are getting less and less of – how many of you do all your banking at 
an ATM?  The modern race of humans have become in the words of one sociologist, solo 
sapiens.5 

Let’s just get personal.  You don’t have to raise your hand, but have you ever felt 
alone…even in a crowd of people?  Like nobody else really understood you?  Ever 
yearned for companionship?  Maybe it’s not a big deal to you, but think about this: is 
there another person who knows your hopes, fears, and dreams, knows what goes on in 
your heart besides perhaps your spouse?  Do you think that’s healthy?  When will we 
realize that American individualism has run amok?  We’ve created a monster and it’s 
killing us.  I believe that this is the single most detrimental and dangerous aspect of 
worldliness that attacks and has infiltrated the church today – individualism and its 
resulting isolationism. 
 Why is it so important/such a big deal?  Because people need community like 
they need food, water, and shelter.  It’s designed into the very fabric of the cosmos.  I 
read about a family that went on a week of vacation and left their dog in a Pet Hotel.  
Upon returning and picking up their pet they began to stroke her and as they did large 
clumps of hair fell out.  Freaked out they called the vet who said that she was stressed by 
the absence of human contact.  If they would spend 2 hours with her the hair would stick 
again.  Sure enough it worked.6  How much more is that true with humans.  In fact a 
similar phenomenon has been noticed in orphanages where children literally die from 
lack of human contact.  Hemoglobin, that part of the blood that carries vital oxygen to the 
brain and heart, increases significantly when we are around people and encounter touch!7  
That’s a scientific fact. 
 Much more could be said along these lines.  I could go on an on and cite 
numerous studies and sociological and scientific data and analysis, but this is church.  
Right?  There’s more that we have to get to.  This topic is at its root a theological one.  
God (himself being ontologically a community in the Trinity) made human beings in his 
own image – we could spend forever exploring the implications of that.  And then he said 
very clearly, “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Gen. 2:18).  We were made with 
the need for other people; it’s not wrong, it’s God’s idea!  To ignore it is not good.  What 
follows the creation account and the fall account (which severed human relationships) in 
the Bible is a grand story of redemption and by and large that story is played out in the 
context of community.  God redeems and relates with the nation of Israel, collectively.  
And did you ever think about this: the story of the Bible starts in a garden, but ends in a 
city, a polis. 
 The book of the Bible that we’re going through right now, Acts, describes the 
consequence of the greatest act of redemption in history, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  The consequence is not a bunch of isolated individuals that accept Jesus 
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into their hearts and live by the mantra, “It’s me and Jesus.”  No the divinely ordained 
result of the salvation Jesus achieved is the church – a redeemed community of believers 
that together actually embody Jesus (cf. 1Cor. 12:27).  Nowhere else in the NT do we get 
a clearer picture of what Christian community/church should look like than in Acts 2:42-
47.  What we see here is just this: the Christian church should be the venue where the 
kind of real community we all long for deep down takes place. 
 These 6 verses lay out 10 descriptions of the church at its best.  If you’re not a 
Christian, listen to this description of Christian community and see if it sounds at all 
appealing.  If you are and you’re a part of this community already, ask yourself if it 
describes your experience and where it doesn’t ask yourself how you’re to blame and 
what ways you have neglected the communal aspect of your faith.  This passage is a 
radical call for radical community that is so countercultural – it flies in the face of our 
consumeristic, individualistic culture – and yet it provides that kind of community that 
we so desperately need and yearn for.  According to the description we find in Acts 2:42-
47 the Christian church should be the venue where the kind of community we all 
long for deep down takes place. 
 
Let’s pray before we start to look into the text… 
 
 The last two weeks we’ve been looking at the day of Pentecost and how the Holy 
Spirit was unleashed and the Christian community in Jerusalem swelled from 120 to over 
3000 in one day.  Next Luke gives us a description of what that community was like.  10 
things characterized it and should characterize church today. 
 
Biblical Teaching/Authority 
 The first item is a devotion to the apostles’ teaching.  There has to be a common 
creed, a mutual set of beliefs, a common source of authority, a shared story that defines a 
community.  Even a bowling league has the sport’s rule book that everyone agrees to play 
by.  A community that doesn’t have a body of truth in common that gives shape to how 
they see their world and their place in it and how they must order their lives will most 
likely be quite shallow.  But in the case of the church the common creed that defines it is 
the metanarrative of history as related in the OT and the apostolic understanding of how 
the OT was fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  This is the most meaningful 
common creed possible. 
 The first thing we see in v. 42 to describe the early church was that “they devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching.”  There was an authoritative instruction that was not 
just glibly assented to, but people were devoting themselves to it.  They were eating up 
Peter’s interpretations of OT texts.  They were listening attentively as John spoke of 
Jesus’ significance.  They heeded the apostle James’ teaching on how to live as a 
follower of Jesus.  This community was under the authority of the apostles’ instruction 
and they were glad to be there.  That teaching was spiritual milk for their souls. 
 It’s interesting that this is mentioned first.  Today, the obvious equivalent of the 
apostles’ teaching in the first century is the NT canon.  The apostolic teaching contained 
in the Gospels, the letters, and the revelation of John is our defining document.  It is the 
very Word of God that gives sustenance to our souls.  That’s why core value #1 states, 
“Biblical teaching is the most important part of our church.”  That’s why the centerpiece 
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of what we do when we gather on the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week, is expository 
preaching from the Bible.  That’s why when we get together in people’s homes 
throughout the week we spend time discussing the Scriptures together.  That’s why we 
have an Immanuel Institute with a vision to “see every student transformed by God’s 
Word” and a specific mission “to train and equip Christian men and women to be 
competent with Scripture.” 

Every community needs a guiding document or belief system.  The church should 
be organized first and foremost around the apostles’ teaching, which is passed on to us 
solely in the holy Scriptures. 
 
Fellowship 
 The second thing we see characterizing the church was this special word 
translated “fellowship.”  It is the Greek word koinonia.  It refers to an intimate, spiritual 
connection, a deep bond stronger than mere affinity or life stage or race or class.  It’s 
interesting, though, isn’t it that they were said to devote themselves to koinonia?  There is 
an immediate mystical connection between two people who have that same mystical 
connection to God through Jesus by the indwelling Holy Spirit, but at the same time that 
connection takes a bit of work.  You have to be committed to it, as it seems the early 
church was.  It has to be a priority. 
 Koinonia is something that can only be experienced in the church.  You won’t 
have that same heart connection with someone from the PTA or the Phi Beta Kappa 
chapter.  It just won’t happen.  There isn’t that spiritual commonality or shared belief that 
touches the most intimate matters of life and death and humanity.  But it’s something you 
have to be devoted to because of our sinful tendencies that come up.  The church in Acts 
was devoted to making the extra effort to share their souls with their brothers and sisters.  
Fellowship is more than cookies and coffee, it’s the nitty gritty, risky enterprise of 
relationships with other people (confessing sin, pointing out sin, sharing burdens, 
weeping with those who weep, rejoicing with those who rejoice, etc…).  That’s what the 
church should be about. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 The next prescriptive description of the early church that we find in Acts 2:42 is 
that they were devoting themselves to the breaking of bread.  What’s in mind here has 
been debated by some.  Is it referencing simply eating food together, the love feasts we 
know from other literature came to characterize Christian gatherings?  Or is this a 
reference to that ceremonial meal that we saw that Jesus instituted on the night before he 
was crucified, when he broke the bread and gave it to them to symbolize the sacrifice of 
his body (cf. Lk. 22:19)?  Notice that the other three activities cited in v. 42 are highly 
spiritually significant activities.  It wouldn’t make much sense to stick in amongst 
teaching, fellowship, and prayer something like potlucks.  F.F. Bruce concludes and I 
agree with him that, “The regular observance of what came to be called the Lord’s 
Supper seems to be in view.”8 
 This shows the importance placed upon this ceremonial meal.  It is not optional or 
insignificant for the Christian life.  It is a staple of Christian community.  There is 
something profound that goes on when we come together to share this meal of bread and 
wine.  It doesn’t let us forget what it is that binds us together and gives us life, namely 
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Christ’s body broken and blood spilled.  We come together on equal footing as sinners, 
confess that we’ve all fallen short of the glory of God, and receive his forgiveness 
communicated in the visual, tangible, edible symbols given to us.  There’s something 
powerful about that.  It is a mark of the Christian church. 
 Every community has its rites and rituals – the secret handshake of a lodge, the 
Boy Scout uniform and patches, etc…  The Christian church has two indispensable and 
important ordinances: baptism – the initiation rite rich with meaning and symbolism that 
we observed in last week’s passage; and the Lord’s Table – which we see occurring 
regularly in today’s passage.  Those who have put their faith in Christ as their Savior are 
to regularly gather together to partake of the Lord’s Table as a powerful memorial of the 
day Jesus was sacrificed on the cross to save them from their sins.  The church is 
supposed to relish this practice. 
 
Prayer 

The fourth aspect of community recorded here is prayer – what the 4th century 
Bible teacher John Chrysostom called “conversation with God.”9  They were devoted to 
prayer, which is a characteristic we’ve seen already in 1:14 – “They all joined together 
constantly in prayer.”  The word there for “joined together constantly” is the same word 
translated here as “devoted.”  Prayer rounds out the four basic spiritual disciplines that 
we’re told defined the early church. 

Prayer is a discipline that is important, but not just private prayer in your prayer 
closet, but corporate prayer with the church.  Isn’t it intriguing that the prayer the Lord 
taught his disciples to pray begins, “Our Father…” not “My Father…?”  Getting together 
to pray with other people is essential to connecting with God.  I can’t tell you the number 
of times that I’ve felt refreshed and spurred on in my walk with God after a Saturday 
morning prayer meeting that I went into feeling drained and tired.  There’s something to 
praying in one voice that’s special and enlivening.  You don’t have friends unless you 
have friends that you can go together to God with.   

The early church models for us what church should be like: heavy on teaching, 
deep fellowship, relishing the Lord’s Table, constantly in corporate prayer.  Is that your 
understanding of church?  Those are the four foundations, but there’s more that 
characterizes the kind of community that should be happening at church. 
 
Communal Sense of Awe 
 When people are devoted together to a common creed, fellowship, the Lord’s 
Table, and prayer there is something that generally doesn’t happen when you’re on your 
own – there’s a sense of awe.  The Holy Spirit shows up in distinct ways in group 
settings.  There’s something more magical about a symphony than a flute solo, more 
moving about a chorale blasting it out than a single baritone no matter how great.  I’ve 
had intense times with God when it was just me when his presence was overwhelming, 
but generally I feel a sense of the holy when I’m with others in the community.  And if 
I’m not with the community, my individual faith will soon dry up. 
 There’s something mysterious and potent and stirring that’s present in community 
that’s hard to come by when it’s just you and Jesus.  The awe and wonder at God’s 
majesty is contagious; we feed off each other.  If you’re a non-believer here today I hope 
you can sense God’s presence is a real way.  1Cor. 14 seems to indicate that is possible.  
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That someone could walk in off the street, sense God’s presence among the community, 
“fall down and worship God, exclaiming, ‘God is really among you!’” (v. 25).  Church 
should be a place of corporate awe and wonder. 
 
Miracles 
 The sixth item mentioned that was present in the first Christian community is 
miracles – signs and wonders.  Church is the place where miracles happen.  This is 
something that has fallen off the radar screens of many churches today.  But I believe 
firmly that God can heal.  If there is anyone sick in this church, I hope you know that the 
elders are ready and willing to anoint you with oil and pray for healing in obedience to 
James 5:14 and I believe God can heal.  The biggest miracle however, is the miracle of a 
changed life.  Christian community is the place where mighty workings of the Spirit can 
take place to turn people around – clean up drug addicts, reorient homosexuals, pacify 
domestic abusers, free gamblers sometimes instantaneously, many times progressively, 
but God can do that…in community.  Church should be a place where God can do his 
thing. 
 
Interdependence 
 The seventh thing we see here that typifies church community is interdependence.  
“All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need” (vv. 44-45).  Now contrary 
to what some have tried to say, this is not a mandate for communism or a socialist state.  
The believers still had private property.  But the early church would be uncomfortable 
among the 21st century American church in the way we have abused capitalism.  This is a 
radical call to voluntary generosity and interdependence.  What’s mine is yours.  If 
there’s a need among us, the church will take care of it. 
 You see it when someone’s car dies and someone in the church loans them one of 
theirs for several weeks.  You see it when people from church need a place to live and a 
couple in the church opens their house.  You see it when clothes get passed around from 
one woman to another so they don’t have to go shopping.  This is what is talked about in 
vv. 44-45.  Christian community militates against a private, me-culture and mandates 
common possessions, radical sharing. 
 A preacher named Halford Luccock once moralized: 
 

You remember that among the Franks, whole armies were sometimes 
given in baptism at one stroke, and many warriors went into the water with 
their right hands held high so that they did not get wet.  Then they could 
say, “This hand has never been baptized,” and they could swing their 
battle axes just as freely as ever.  The modern counterpart of that partial 
baptism is seen in many people who have been baptized, all except their 
pocket-books.  They held these high out of the water. 
 

Church is a place where God has everyone’s wallets and there is radical sharing of 
possessions and resources taking place. 
 
Quality Time 
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 Here’s the big one.  Number 8 – quality time.  This is what separates the men 
from the boys.  The real churches from the ones just playing church full of people putting 
on a show for each other and God once a week.  The church in Acts displays a 
community that spent large amounts of casual time with each other, sharing their lives.  It 
says they were together “every day” (v. 46).  It indicates that they were in each other’s 
homes eating together.  They were having fun together (glad hearts) and they were real 
with each other (sincere hearts).  They learned it from Jesus.  He enjoyed food and 
friends so much that he was accused of being “a glutton and a drunkard” (Lk. 7:34).  That 
sharing life, one of the most basic elements of life being eating, is something they carried 
on from Jesus’ ministry. 
 The church is supposed to be like that.  We don’t live our private lives in our own 
homes and come to church on Sunday morning for an hour and a half and maybe a 
contrived, superficial small-group one night a week.  We are to be together often, sharing 
food and being ourselves…together.  I read a really good book this week on community 
called The Connecting Church by Randy Frazee and he outlined five necessities for 
genuine community – (1) spontaneity, (2) availability, (3) frequency, (4) common meals, 
and what makes all that possible (5) geography.10  A church should be a place where 
people get together spontaneously and frequently, many times around food and are 
available for each other which is immensely more likely to happen when we live close-by 
which is why we as a church have a vision for not just meeting in the UIC area on 
Sundays, but living here as well, which many of us do.  Church has to be a place where 
we spend quality time with each other. 
 
Worship 
 The ninth thing we see in this passage is that they worshipped together – 
“…praising God…”  Corporate worship is heartbeat of the Christian community.  When 
the church is together under the Word, in fellowship, at the Lord’s Table, on their knees, 
in awe, witnessing mighty works of God, radically sharing with each other, sharing their 
lives, worship naturally erupts.  Listen to what heaven will be like according to a vision 
the apostle John saw – “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and in front of the Lamb.  They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands.  And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb’” (Rev. 7:9-10).  The church community 
should be a foretaste of what eternity will be like and that means corporate worship! 
 
Evangelism 
 Finally, look at what else was happening in the early Christian community – they 
enjoyed favor with people and the Lord used them to expand the kingdom, to spread the 
good news.  Number 10 is evangelism.  We need to notice that it was the Lord who was 
doing the adding, but he was using this community to reach people.  We see from this 
that while Christian community is deep and tight, it is open.  It’s not cliquish.  It was 
open to new people who were being incorporated and plugged right in.  The late Francis 
Schaeffer put it this way, “Christian community is the final apologetic.”11  The kind of 
community that only the church can offer is what people are hungry for deep down.  
Sadly, many, many people hungry for community look for it in the wrong places – gangs, 
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the club-scene, _______; even some Christians don’t look for it or find it in church and 
seek it other places.  Most times, if the church community is firing on all cylinders, it will 
be attractive to non-believers who are empty and lonely.  The church should be a growing 
community, a place where new people are always welcomed right in. 
 
Conclusion 
 Ajith Fernando states, “Community life is not an option for a Christian, but a 
basic aspect of Christianity.”12  To be a Christian means to be in community.  It means to 
be a part of a local church.  Cyprian’s famous dictum “You cannot have God for your 
Father if you do not have the Church for your mother,” rings true.  Community is the 
basic discipline of the Christian life.  Before private prayer, before having your individual 
Quiet Times, before tithing, before fasting, or any other important Christian discipline 
comes community, the first step is being at church on Sunday mornings. 

You simply cannot be a Christian on your own.  You cannot be a Christian in 
isolation.  It’s impossible.  Christianity’s not a private religion.  A Christian not plugged 
into a church is an oxymoron.  If you’re not involved in community, you’re not a 
Christian.  And the kind of community that the Bible puts forward as the standard 
involves a whole-hearted devotion to biblical teaching and authority, to fellowship, to the 
Lord’s Table, and to corporate prayer.  It’s the place where awe is fed and miracles are 
occurring.  It requires serious and intentional interdependence and sharing, a hefty 
amount of time spent together sharing secrets of the heart around food.  It involves praise 
and worship like can’t be experienced on your own.  This is the type of community we all 
need and desire and the church is the only place where it can actually work (even though 
here it won’t be perfect and we will still anticipate heaven). 

I want to communicate to you that the Christian church should be the venue 
where the kind of real community we all long for deep down takes place, and you 
cannot have that community without taking radical steps to rebel against the 
individualism and consumerism of modern culture.  You have to understand that this is 
radical.  It requires a reorientation of how we think about church.  For many people this is 
going to mean some big steps to restructure and consolidate our busy lives.  Life is like a 
Lego piece – you only have so many pegs you can fill up.  I know for many of you all 
your pegs are full, much of it with good things, and you hear this and you think, “I don’t 
have time for the radical lifestyle called for in Acts 2.”  I’m here to tell you that you’re 
going to overload and without community your faith will starve to death or become 
something God says it can’t be – peripheral. 

The problem is – we view church to be one of the pegs on the Lego of our lives, 
instead of the Lego itself.  Frazee puts it this way, “God intends the church, not to be one 
more bolt on the wheel of activity in our lives, but the very hub at the center of one’s 
life.”13  Some of you need to make radical steps to be in community.  This is what I want 
IBC to be like, because this is what we need.  There’s a lot to chew on in this text, a lot of 
hard questions that it brings up that we need to ask ourselves.  The bottom line is – “Do I 
want to take God up on the option he gives me for real community via the church as 
described in Acts 2:42-47 or do I want to try to keep going it alone?”  Let’s spend some 
time thinking about that as the Worship Team comes up to lead us in corporate worship 
again. 
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Benediction 
May God knit us together and allow us to recognize and throw off our chains of 
individualism and find him in the community of faith. 
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