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Introduction 
 The book of Acts is the book in the Bible that chronicles the beginning of the 
church, which is seen as the continuation of Jesus’ work on earth.  Jesus came, he 
procured salvation and initiated a new era of history, and then left his disciples with the 
task of telling people “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and [at] the ends of the 
earth” (1:8) about what he had done.  He also left them with the promise that the Holy 
Spirit would help them do it.  That’s the story the book of Acts tells – Jesus’ followers 
empowered to do the seemingly impossible, bringing others into the kingdom of God. 
 One thing that I’ve always found interesting about Acts is to look at the many 
different ways we see the early Christians going about doing this task.  There’s not just 
one right way to proclaim the gospel, that is the good news that because of Jesus we can 
begin to live life as it was meant to be lived.  The message is always essentially the same, 
but the method of communicating it is extremely diverse, depending upon location and 
audience and a whole host of factors.  For instance, we see philosophical debate, personal 
testimony, proof-texting Scripture, story-telling, one-on-one witnessing, and with today’s 
text mass evangelism and public proclamation somewhat akin to a Billy Graham crusade 
in Central Park. 

Addressing large crowds at one time via a speech is not the only way to confront 
others with the life-saving truth of the gospel, not at all.  But it is one way.  And while 
there aren’t quite as many people here today as were gathered around the disciples at 
Pentecost, I am given the opportunity to have a crowd’s attention for a period of time 
while I talk to them.  That’s kind of what we do every Sunday.  We have group 
discussions about God-stuff in week-night small groups that meet in peoples’ homes, we 
share our lives with each other and seek to build genuine relationships with neighbors and 
co-workers where we can discuss life and faith informally, we participate in media like 
music, and art, and stories, and websites to get at divine truth and beauty. 

But right now, not too unlike Peter at Pentecost, I’m talking to a large group of 
people gathered together in one place.  Everyone is here for various reasons – some of 
you are believers who want to gather with other believers and worship, pray to, and hear 
from your God; some of you may be regular attenders but come out of habit or duty and 
haven’t really had your souls lit on fire by the Holy Spirit and ravished by God’s love for 
you through Christ; some of you may be here because you’re seeking, seeking something 
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more, curious about what goes on at church, drawn by something peculiar you’ve seen in 
Christians and inquisitive (just like many were on Pentecost); some of you may have 
been dragged here against your will; others don’t know why you’re here, but you’re all 
here. 

And while normally at this time I expound upon a text of Scripture – unpack its 
meaning then and there and try to apply its significance here and now, today I’m going to 
try something a little different.  I’m still going to preach this text of inspired Scripture, 
but instead of being detached from it and approach it from outside, I’m going to try to 
enter into it and preach from within.  I want to preach a Pentecost sermon today.  Bear 
with me.  I’ve never really done this before.  But using this text and my careful, 
exegetical study of it, I want to preach its message about Jesus right here, as if I’m Peter 
and I’m talking to a crowd of 21st century Americans.  Make sense?  I’m gonna pray and 
then when I say “amen” that’s what I’ll be doing. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Present-Day Petrine Pentecostal Preaching 
 People of Chicago, people of all different backgrounds and ethnicities gathered 
here at the YMCA, seriously listen to what I’m about to say to you as if your life 
depended on it, because it does.  Make sure that you know that this Christianity thing is 
not stupid or irrelevant or the wishful thinking of a few crazy, deluded people.  I myself 
am not perfect or authoritative on my own.  I’ve messed up many times and been wrong 
about many things.  But this faith that I’ve given my life to and am proclaiming to you 
this morning is bigger than me. 

It goes back millennia.  This understanding of the world has a rich history & 
heritage.  While world empires have risen and fallen, sincere men and women have 
staked their lives upon this solid faith ever since the first century when the then small, 
fledgling church (only about 120 people) supernaturally and powerfully spread to 
encompass the whole Roman empire, notwithstanding the emperor himself.  And not just 
that, this Christian faith stands in direct continuity with the faith of the ancient Hebrew 
people with their centuries-old history, their fully-orbed understanding of life and the 
world, their relationship with the God who brought everything into existence and alone 
gives existence meaning. 

This is big, this is old, this is larger than me or you or the small little spheres we 
live in… and this is not so easily dismissed.  The mystical presence of the church and its 
inexplicable, supernatural growth is the direct fulfillment of the hopes and dreams and 
specific prophecies of the ancient nation of Israel and their Holy Scriptures.  The OT in 
many places, like for instance in one of the books of a minor prophet named Joel, foretold 
of a future age when God would do amazing things.  That time is now. 

Therefore, people of Chicago, here me out.  It all hinges on a man named Jesus.  
If you want to understand Christianity, you have to understand what God did in and 
through this 1st Century man from the northern Palestinian town of Nazareth.  He was a 
man as human as you or me and as historical as Christopher Columbus or Attila the Hun.  
He was a real person.  Yet he was uniquely divine.  He performed miraculous healings, 
exhibited power over nature, handily defeated powers of evil at work in this world.  You 
can read about him – his life and teachings – in the book of Luke (or Matthew or Mark or 
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John).  He had an aura about him, an intrinsic authority unlike any other human being to 
ever live which was attractive to some and yet repulsive to others. 

So inexplicably maddening was he to some that this innocent God-man was 
betrayed by his good friend and handed over by his own countrymen to be executed by 
the Roman government which was occupying Israel at that time.  The Roman mode of 
execution de jour, crucifixion (where a person was nailed to a cross and hung up to 
slowly die) was used upon Jesus.  The man who demonstrated himself to be the one 
foretold and foreshadowed by the OT, the fulfillment of all of humanity’s deepest 
longings, was bullied, bloodied, beaten, and brutally murdered, shamefully executed 
among criminals. 

A sign of failure?  A show of weakness?  A bitter tragedy?  No, quite the 
opposite.  You see, Jesus’ death was part of a master plan.  People were looking for a 
mighty military conqueror, a political revolutionary to reign over an earthly kingdom, but 
God’s plan all along was for a humble servant, a radical teacher, to establish a counter-
cultural, subversive kingdom that would operate on a different wavelength.  And get this, 
the centerpiece of this elaborate and marvelous plan was Jesus’ death!  I know, I know, a 
king crucified?  It can’t be.  It sounds foolish, counter-intuitive.   But God’s 
predetermined plan, his set purpose was to free people from their greatest bondage, 
liberate them to know and enjoy their Maker, by freeing them from sin.  Jesus’ death did 
that. 

He himself bore people’s sins in his body on the cross.  Sin – a religious word for 
snubbing God, disregarding his ways, worshipping something else besides him – is not 
insignificant.  It’s so heinous that it simply cannot be ignored by a just God.  Calling God 
ugly and ugliness beautiful is so wrong that it’s nearly unforgivable.  The only way to 
make amends for it is if God himself became human and took the blame of human sin on 
himself and exhausted the infinite wrath righteously directed toward sin in himself.  
That’s what happened on the cross.  What in one perspective was the darkest day in 
human history, was in another respect the brightest, most glorious, most wonderful 
moment ever.  God made a way for people to enter his presence, live in his freedom, 
enjoy his riches.  The death of Christ was the centerpiece of God’s wonderful plan to 
mercifully save rebellious, hopeless human beings. 

Now this isn’t just some esoteric idea that you can accept or reject.  You were 
intimately involved with this event.  You nailed him to the cross by the hands of the 
wicked men who lived at that time.  You are guilty of the death of the innocent Jesus.  
Everyone of you.  How so?  We all share in the same sinful, depraved human nature that 
those who despised Jesus possessed.  Your hearts are naturally rebellious.  You are drawn 
to find pleasure in what ultimately does not satisfy and only enslaves while rejecting 
God’s offer to come to him and drink living water for free.  You’re all sinners, every 
single one of you and if you don’t want to admit that, then you’re also guilty of pride.  
Now if it was sin that made it necessary for Jesus to die and we are all guilty of sin, then 
our sin drove Jesus to the cross.  We crucified the Son of God. 

You are involved in this story, whether you like it or not.  You can’t appeal to 
some fatalism to get off the hook – “It was predetermined, destined to happen.  
Therefore, I don’t have a choice and can’t be held responsible!”  Everything happens 
according to God’s set purpose and foreknowledge, but you still do what you want.  And 
what you want is most of the time wrong and you act on it willingly and you are 
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responsible for your actions.  You know deep down, if you’ll listen, that there’s 
something wrong, that evil lurks in you’re heart, that you’re guilty.  Don’t listen to Freud 
and dismiss those nagging feelings.  Listen to God and fess up to the fact that you’re a 
sinner.  Sin is the source of this world’s aches.  Your sin crucified the sinless Savior. 

Now this Jesus of Nazareth, the miracle worker accredited by God, the one who 
willingly got himself killed as the ultimate goal of his life’s mission, was also raised from 
the dead.  Death did not have the final word.  He fully absorbed the penalty for sin in his 
death.  Therefore, death (a major consequence of sin) had no hold on him anymore.  The 
God-man, finished with his mission to atone for sin, could not stay dead.  His physical 
body came back to life in an immortal form, free from the taint of sin. 

How do you know that this Christianity thing is legit, that it does not just sound 
good like Greek mythology or Middle Earth; that it is different from all other stories or 
concepts that attempt to make sense out of life like Islam and Mormonism and 
Buddhism?  Because Jesus is real and Jesus didn’t just die like Muhammad or Joseph 
Smith or a Dali Lama died.  The great OT figure, King David (a pointer to the ultimate 
king – Christ), spoke of an important figure who would not decay.  As important as 
David was, it’s clear that he was not referring to himself because David died and was 
buried and his tomb with his decomposed corpse remained in Jerusalem for people to 
visit for hundreds of years.  Therefore, he must have been, as he did on several other 
occasions, talking about the consummate king, the messiah.  Jesus fulfilled this prophecy. 

What I’m saying is – this Jesus that all of you, on account of your sin, killed, 
didn’t just die.  Christianity is not just about believing blindly that what looks like a 
tragedy was really a victory, that Jesus paid for sin via his death.  Jesus rose from the 
dead to prove it.  His resurrection validates the effectiveness of the cross.  The fact that 
he bodily came back to life displays that sin and death had been conquered, leaving no 
doubt that this man was more than just a man.  This really happened!  Hundreds of people 
saw him alive again with their own eyes, felt his wounds with their own hands, heard him 
speak with their own ears and risked their own lives to tell the whole world that the 
greatest myth one could dream up has come true in space and time reality. 

And this Christianity thing is the result of Jesus’ victory over sin and death in his 
crucifixion and resurrection.  He made a way for enslaved humanity to be freed and 
guilty humanity to be freely forgiven of their sin, to have a hope and something to live 
for, to know meaning and joy by having an appetite for the things of God and not the 
fleeting pleasures the world has to offer.  He has ushered in a kingdom that transcends the 
Roman Empire or the U.S. or the U.N. or the World Bank and he now reigns over this 
kingdom from heaven as it mysteriously grows by the power of the invisible Holy Spirit 
that the Father provides for him to give to his church.  He is reigning right now, whether 
you submit to him or not, beckoning you to give him your allegiance, have his death 
cover your sins, and to enter his kingdom before he comes back to make his kingdom the 
only kingdom on earth. 

So let everybody here today know this for sure – this Jesus who’s the center of 
this Christianity thing; this Jesus whom you’re guilty of killing, by way of his death, 
resurrection, and ascension has been made the Lord and King of this universe.  You can’t 
ignore him.  He has to be dealt with.  And now you’re even doubly accountable to him 
because you’ve heard plainly about him. 
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Now if the Spirit has been working on you as you’ve heard this and you feel cut 
to the heart, a deep sense of conviction, awareness of the sinfulness of your sin, 
impressed by the unavoidable reality of Christ and his authority, overwhelmed by a sense 
of the legitimacy of Christianity’s claims and the unmatched credibility of its worldview 
that’s good.  That’s the appropriate first response.  But don’t leave it there.  You may be 
asking, “What then do I do?  Am I doomed?  Should I just try to ignore those 
feelings/pretend they don’t exist and go on living for what I was living for – success, 
money, comfort, a good time and give some money to Hurricane relief to feel good about 
myself?”  No, no, no.  Here’s the good news – God, on account of Christ’s death, is ready 
and willing to forgive you even though you’ve repeatedly snubbed him.  Christ is waiting 
to accept you even though you drove nails through his hands and feet and a spear through 
his side.  The Holy Spirit is ready to pour over you even though you’ve resisted him 
before.  Christ’s death can be for your sins.  All you have to do is repent and start a new 
life identified with Jesus as your Lord and Christ. 

Repent.  What does that mean?  It means literally “to turn around.”  You’re going 
one direction away from God, grasping after everything except him to find that one thing 
that makes you happy.  Behind you is a dark trail of discarded pleasures, used up and left 
to move on to something else.  Inside is a wounded heart concealed by so many masks of 
pretension that you’ve even begun to fool yourself.  You’re foolishly headed to a place of 
death, but you recognize the futility, the emptiness and you regret the journey and you 
turn around and walk in the path of life. 

Repentance is honestly saying to God, “I’m sorry.  I don’t want to live in sin any 
more.  I want to be filled with joy in your presence,” and throwing yourself at the foot of 
the cross and pleading for mercy.  And God grants it every time.  He delights to grant it.  
He’s thrilled to forgive those who repent and to invade their lives in the person of the 
Holy Spirit who seals them as his own and helps to wean them off the poison of sin and 
nourish them on the delicacies of God.  Baptism in water is the Christian rite of initiation 
that symbolizes this renewal and new life and marks the beginning of life in God’s 
kingdom.  This ceremony doesn’t enact the salvation, faith does.  Rather it beautifully 
pictures the washing that only God can give and the death to the old life and the 
beginning of your new life that comes from being united to Christ in his death and 
resurrection. 

God has acted in Christ.  He has opened the way to life more abundant.  As the 
fulfillment of multiple promises and thousands of years of yearning his death 
accomplished forgiveness of sin for those who recognize that their sin put him there.  
Death could not keep him down.  He rose again in a mighty and never before or since 
seen display of divine power, demonstrating that he is the real deal.  He reigns from the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty even as we speak and he eagerly awaits those who 
accept his offer to come to him in repentance.  He will forgive you.  That’s a promise that 
extends to everybody no matter who you are or what you’ve done.  If you hear him 
calling you today don’t ignore this opportunity. 

I want to warn you and plead with you to be saved from this corrupt generation.  
Don’t let this world suck you into its vortex of destruction.  This world sucks.  So many 
people settle for what this world has to offer – a life lived apart from God.  They give 
their hearts to false gods like sex, suburbia, prestige, family, urban chic, drugs, sports, 
entertainment, fashion, physique, education, security, etc…  We are constantly barraged 
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with enticements like these that prevent us from reflecting on the real questions of life – 
who am I, where did I come from, where am I going, what’s the point?  I’m not saying 
don’t live for pleasure, just don’t live for the trivial and stupid pleasures that so many 
people live for that won’t ultimately deliver the goods.  Live for soul satisfying, heart 
thumping, unending, pure pleasure.  Live for Jesus.  He is both Lord and Christ!  Live 
with the invigorating power of the Holy Spirit.  Then you can enjoy the good things in 
life (sports, learning, family, etc…), not as idols, but as gracious gifts from him.  I speak 
to everyone here with grave seriousness – don’t be duped by the world to remain in sin.  
Come to Jesus and be cleansed, freed, forgiven. 

There is nothing hindering that from happening today.  If you want to reorient 
your life today, you don’t have to wait.  We can all go right over to Lake Michigan right 
now if anyone wants to accept this message and be baptized as a new follower of Christ.  
Jesus is real, Christianity is legit.  It’s the only framework for approaching life that stacks 
up.  You have to know that Jesus has made an open way to salvation (everything you 
long for deep down) and sits in heaven right now reigning over his inaugurated kingdom.  
Won’t you join it? 
 
Benediction 
May the eyes of your heart be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for those who believe.  That power is like the working of his 
mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one 
to come.  May that power be at work in you. 
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