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Introduction 
 One of the many things I love about the Pilsen neighborhood (just a couple blocks 
south of here and where my wife and I live) is the many murals that are painted on the 
buildings around the area.  Have you seen them?  On Saturday, October 1st there will be a 
Mural Walk in which you can experience each of these pieces of public art through a 
guided tour. 

If you go, one of the pictures you will see is my favorite so far.  It’s near the NE 
corner of Ashland and Cullerton and it is this colorful painting of these cupped hands 
coming out of the sky.  And falling down out of these hands is this dense stream of 
refreshing, clear water.  Underneath these heavenly hands are realistic looking, three-
dimensional faces.  Jubilant faces reflecting people who are young and old, male and 
female, different ethnicities all basking in this life-giving flow of water from above.  
Some of the faces look like they have utterances coming out of their mouths, represented 
by little word balloons that you might see in a comic strip.  You don’t have to wait until 
October 1st, you can drive by it on your way home today after church.  It’s a sight to 
see… and ponder. 

I don’t know why the artist(s) included everything they did or what exactly was in 
their minds in creating this mural, but I can’t help but think when I look at it, of what 
happened in the book of Acts, chapter 2 – what’s known as the day of Pentecost.  There 
God graciously poured out from heaven his Spirit as had been promised by the OT and 
Jesus.  Those on whom it splashed were filled to overflowing with joy and proclaimed 
God’s greatness.  As a result of this watershed moment in salvation-history, people from 
every part of God’s kaleidoscopic creation have been touched by God and united together 
in Christ.  It was a glorious day that was the start of many others. 

We’re going to look at how that day is related to us by Luke, the inspired author 
of this book we’re in as a church.  We’re going to see what happened then, but also what 
can happen now.  What becomes clear from this passage is just this – In this age God 
gives his church the Holy Spirit to enable them to do what is seemingly impossible, 
namely to bring others into the kingdom of God.  To some of you that is a thrilling 
truth.  To others it’s “Yeah, that’s nice, now hurry up so we can go home and watch Kyle 
Orton and the Bears.”  I pray that God first sends his Spirit on us today to cause us to 
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desire to see multitudes calling on the name of the Lord, and then to give us more of his 
Spirit to make it happen. 
 
Pray with me… 
 
Introduction to the Holy Spirit 

Before we get into what happened at Pentecost, let’s just have a quick refresher or 
introduction (whatever the case may be) to this topic of the Holy Spirit.  “What is it?” 
you may be thinking.  Well, the first thing to understand is that the Holy Spirit is not an 
“it,” but rather a “he.”  He’s a personal being and he’s divine!  The one God is 
mysteriously within himself a community of three distinct persons.  Christian theology 
has called this concept the Trinity.  It seems like fuzzy math (1+1+1=1), but while this 
truth is ultimately a mystery, it’s not all that unbelievable.  As one of my college 
professors said, “Relational attributes in a non-contingent being presuppose relationships 
necessary in that being.”1  If God is love, and God is self-sufficient and didn’t need to 
create humans, then there must be within God a community that loves.  That’s one way to 
think about the Trinity. 

Another is simply to look at what we see revealed to us in Scripture about God 
and take him at his Word.  We see unequivocally that there is one God (i.e. James 1:19) 
and that God is one (i.e. Dt. 6:4).  Both the Old and New Testaments put forward a strict 
monotheism.  But we also see that there is a person called the Father who is God (i.e. 
1Cor. 8:6), a person called the Son who is God and who took on flesh in the person of 
Jesus (i.e. Rom. 9:5, Jn. 1:1,14), and there is another person called the Holy Spirit who is 
equally God (i.e. Acts 5:3-4). 

So while the term “Trinity” is not found in the Bible, it is a thoroughly biblical 
concept and it’s there more clearly than you might think – “May the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” 
(2Cor. 13:14), “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28:19).  This doctrine has 
been believed by Christians ever since the beginning of the church and has been 
expressed wonderfully in the ancient creeds, especially the Nicene Creed. 

So there is plurality within the unity of the Godhead – there is God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Spirit.  God the Spirit is even seen in the OT, hovering over the 
waters at creation (Gen. 1:2) or coming on select people at special times to aid in a 
specific task (i.e. Ex. 31:2-6, Jdgs. 6:34), but his activity is not widespread and he is 
primarily seen as belonging to a future time.  Isa. 32:15 prophecies of a future, glorious 
age when “the Spirit is poured upon [God’s people] from on high.”  The Spirit’s there in 
the OT, but his work is mostly seen as something future. 

Now when we look at the NT, especially the Epistles (those letters from Romans 
to Jude) what do we see?  We see the Holy Spirit everywhere: in greetings (i.e. 1Pe. 1:2), 
in blessings (i.e. Rom. 15:13), in benedictions (i.e. 2Cor. 13:14).  The Holy Spirit is 
explicitly identified as having a major role in the life of God’s people – “If by the Spirit 
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God” (Rom. 8:13-14).  And Gal. 5:25 – “Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 
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The NT teaches that now the Holy Spirit resides in every genuine follower of 
Christ.  Paul says to the believers in Corinth, “Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” (1Cor. 
6:19).  He also reminds them that “we all were baptized with one Spirit into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit” 
(1Cor. 12:13; my translation).  If you are truly a believer, you have received the Holy 
Spirit “as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” (2Cor. 5:5; cf. 1:22, Eph. 1:13-14).  
That’s different from what we see in the OT. 

And what is the Holy Spirit’s role?  He comforts (Rom. 8:26), convicts (Jn. 16:8), 
equips (1Cor. 12), sanctifies (2Thess. 2:13), teaches (Jn. 14:26) and directs our attention 
to Jesus (Jn. 14:26).  His work in a Christian’s heart over time produces fruit like “love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal. 
5:22).  That’s just a little bit of what the NT teaches about the Spirit and what he does.  
There’s something else, but we’ll get to that in a little bit. 
 
The Spirit’s Coming 
 But what accounts for the drastic difference between the scant recorded activity of 
the Holy Spirit in the OT and his prevalence in the NT; the presence of the Spirit on 
select people at select times in the OT and the constant indwelling of the Spirit in all of 
God’s people in the NT?  Well, the turning moment in history was Pentecost.  It’s the 
story related to us in Acts 2.  Jesus, a man full of the Holy Spirit, came, lived, died, and 
rose again as the ultimate fulfillment of all the OT’s hopes of salvation.  He ushered in a 
new age – the long awaited kingdom of God; the future age foretold and foreshadowed in 
the OT – and then he left. 
 The plan was for this kingdom of God to coexist with the kingdom of the world, 
for history as we know it to continue for awhile longer allowing time for people from 
every part of the earth to hear about Jesus and have an opportunity to enter the kingdom 
of God before everything else was destroyed.  And Jesus commissioned his cadre of 
disciples to do this, to be his “witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth” (1:8).  But they weren’t to do it alone in their own human 
strength.  They were commanded to wait “in the city [of Jerusalem] until [they had] been 
clothed with power from on high” (Lk. 24:49), that is with the gift the Father had 
promised (cf. 1:4), that is with the Holy Spirit. 
 So Jesus was crucified at Passover and resurrected from the dead on the third day.  
Then we’re told that he “appeared to [his disciples] over a period of forty days” (1:3) 
before ascending to heaven.  For roughly 10 days they waited in Jerusalem, praying 
together constantly, taking care of some business like choosing a successor to Judas.  And 
then we read that “the day of Pentecost came” (v. 1).  Now the Jewish festival of 
Pentecost was named such because it took place 50 days after Passover.  It’s the OT Feast 
of Weeks, a harvest festival that was a major pilgrimage festival like Passover.  Lots of 
Jews from all over the Diaspora would travel to Jerusalem for this holiday. 
 But this day was about to take on new significance.  The roughly 120 disciples are 
gathered, probably in their upper room headquarters and probably doing what they had 
been doing – praying.  “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled 
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with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (vv. 
2-4).  There was a supernatural, divine visitation that could only be described with 
dramatic, theophanic language – it was “like” wind and “seemed to be” fire.  God’s 
people were “filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 Are you feeling the awe and wonder as you hear this story told?  The Spirit hadn’t 
been experienced like this before in such widespread fashion; it was all new and exciting 
like the first time you witnessed fireworks as a kid, your first experience of the big city, 
your first kiss,… only multiplied a hundred million times in intensity.  Have you ever 
experienced the Spirit like this?  That spark that ignites the fuel of God’s glory and 
Christ’s cross in our souls.  The church has the Holy Spirit with her 24/7 since Pentecost 
so he’s not all that novel, but he still makes himself known unexpectedly in powerful 
ways, energizing his people and taking them to a new level of life.  And in that sense 
some of what we see happening in Acts 2 is repeatable for today’s church.  Do you long 
for an extra-ordinary visitation of the Holy Spirit on this church?  Not just an isolated, 
individual growth spurt in passion, but a corporate, church-wide outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on a whole body of believers. 
 Let’s see what that might look like.  Let’s look more closely at what happened the 
first time he was unleashed on God’s people who were unified with a single-minded 
passion for Jesus.  Something supernatural happened: this group of mostly Galilean Jews 
whose native tongue would have been a distinct dialect of Aramaic and who may have 
known some Greek too (the lingua franca of the 1st century) were suddenly able to speak 
in other languages.  Expatriate Jews in town for the festival or dispersed Jews who had 
returned home to live out their final days in Jerusalem (Jerusalem was quite a 
cosmopolitan city at this time) heard the apostles “declaring the wonders of God” (v. 11) 
in their native tongues. 

Luke gives a list to show what he means: “Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs” (vv. 9-11).  It was truly miraculous!  It was like 
me suddenly busting out into Swahili; I don’t even know how to say hello in Swahili.  Let 
me point out that they were still speaking in intelligible, human language… just ones that 
they did not know before.  It seems that this supernatural gift described here is not the 
same exact thing that is described in 1Cor. 12-14 – the “gift of tongues” that modern day 
Pentecostals put so much emphasis on.  That seems to be a private, unintelligible prayer 
or praise language given to individuals.  This was just the sudden capability to be multi-
lingual. 
 
The Spirit’s Purpose 

This was supernatural, to be sure, and strange to some onlookers, but what it was 
was a special gift from God (that was God himself) that empowered his people’s gospel 
proclamation.  It wasn’t just hyped up emotionalism or some superfluous miracle… it had 
a purpose – evangelism.  Now that they had the promised Holy Spirit baptizing them and 
filling them, they spoke about the Father’s awesome mercy displayed in the cross and his 
mighty power shown in the resurrection and people listened… because they spoke it in 
their own language.  God gave his church the Holy Spirit to enable them to do what 
was seemingly impossible, namely to bring others into the kingdom of God.  They 
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faced a diverse gathering of Jews from around the world and when they were “clothed 
with power from on high” (Lk. 24:49) they got what they needed to relate God’s life-
changing truth at that particular time.  As evangelical statesman John Stott points out, 
“Pentecost brought to the apostles the equipment they needed for their special role.”2  
And skipping ahead a little bit we see that about 3,000 accepted the message, were 
baptized, and incorporated into the church that day. 

It worked!  It got their attention.  “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ (v. 12) and Peter got to explain more.  Now I have to be 
fair and point out that not everyone was genuinely inquisitive, however.  Some people 
witnessed the miraculous and poked fun at the disciples’ new found exuberance saying, 
“They have had too much wine” (v. 13b).  From this we learn that there will ALWAYS 
be people who respond to the Gospel message, even the most eloquent and Spirit-filled, 
powerful, persuasive presentation of it, with mocking and scorn.  That’s just the way it is.  
Some people are so calloused that not even a mighty work of the Spirit will touch them. 

But Peter doesn’t focus on that or let that dissuade or discourage him.  As leader 
of the pack he rises to the occasion again and interprets what these people were 
witnessing in a sermon that has sparked a world revolution (which we’ll look more at 
next week).  He starts off, “Let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  
These men are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in the morning” (vv. 14-15)! 

And then he identifies this event as the fulfillment of a prophecy from the OT 
book of Joel.  He correctly interprets that passage as an eschatological passage, 
something pertaining to the last days, which had begun with Jesus’ life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension.  This age is the eschaton.  To answer the question asked by 
the title of a Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins book, Are We Living in the End Times?3 we 
have to say, “Yes. We have been ever since the time of Jesus!”  And in this era, the 
prophet Joel foretold there would be a major outpouring of God’s Spirit on all of God’s 
people.  They will speak with power the Word of God.  Great cosmic signs indicating the 
winding down of this tainted creation will take place – and they did at the death and 
resurrection of Christ at the beginning of the last days and they will more fully at the end 
of the last days right before Christ comes back.  But all throughout these last days/days of 
the Spirit “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 21).  The last 
days are a time for massive kingdom expansion. 
 
Application 

This great age which was looked on from afar in the OT has come.  Since 
Pentecost the Holy Spirit has been living in the church and in the hearts of the members 
of the church.  The great missionary enterprise that the church was and is called to do 
could not and can not happen without divine aid.  The Holy Spirit came with force upon 
the early church and enabled them to do the seemingly impossible like reach the diverse 
Jews staying in Jerusalem at the time by giving them the ability to speak in foreign 
languages with converting conviction.  Enabling the church’s task of witnessing to the 
gospel is still one of the major tasks of the Holy Spirit today.  No one is able to lead 
someone to faith in Christ apart from the help of the Holy Spirit.  “The man without the 
Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (1Cor. 2:14).  But we have his presence with us enabling us to do what is 
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seemingly impossible, namely bring others into the kingdom of God, even others from 
different ethnic, economic, and educational backgrounds.  That’s a great truth to take 
away from this task.  Your witness bearing, while many will mock and reject you, is not 
futile; you have the Holy Spirit. 

But history has shown that, even though the church has the Holy Spirit 
permanently, Pentecost-type revivals can still happen where God gives an extra dose of, a 
heightened awareness of an increased activity of the Holy Spirit.  And he usually 
unleashes his power not just to stir up spiritual fervor among believers, but to embolden 
their witness and cause their proclamation to go forth with converting power.  Even in 
this age, God gives his church the Holy Spirit to enable them to do what is seemingly 
impossible, namely to bring others into the kingdom of God. 
 In 1989 Tim Keller and his wife showed up in New York City to plant a church.  
After much prayer and careful thought they decided to focus on the city center where 
everything was at and from there to reach the whole.  Providentially, they got hooked up 
with about 40 relatively new believers and the Spirit started to move.  Keller recalls that 
“the first three years were wonderful… About 100-200 people a year were converted.”4  
As a result an exciting, multi-ethnic, city-transforming church was born in Manhattan that 
has planted over a dozen daughter churches in the metro NYC area and many others 
across the country.  The Holy Spirit worked. 
 Is it possible for our church here in the city center to see yuppies from the new 
developments, artists and working class Hispanics from Pilsen, poor blacks from the 
projects, students from UIC, Italians from Taylor Street all hearing the gospel in their 
heart language and coming together in Christ?   Is it possible for IBC to see fruit in our 
task of bearing witness to Christ, to see signs and wonders happening, lives being 
miraculously transformed?  Is it possible to see more churches planted as a result and a 
city-wide church planting movement spawned that turns Chicago upside down?  Sure it’s 
possible, but it won’t happen unless the Spirit ignites us all together and gives us extra 
power.  Is this some foolish, idealistic dream concocted by a young, unseasoned pastor?  
No, this is an historical precedent told to us by a 1st century physician named Luke 
because it can happen again.  May God give us grace to want to see it in our day and may 
he give us more of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the task. 

 
Benediction 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. (2Cor. 13:14) 

 
This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 11, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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